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INTEODTJCTION 


There -nrere two cousins Yon dor Trcnck, wlio were 
barons descended from an ancient llouse in East 
Prussia, and were adrentmous soldieis, to wlioin, as 
to tlio adventurous, there weie adventures that lost 
nothing in the telling, for they were told by tho 
authors’ most admiiing friends—^themselves Fianz, 
the elder, was bom in 1711, the son of an Austrian 
gencial, and Ercdcrick, whoso adventnies are here 
told, was the son of a Prussian ma 3 or-geueral Pianz, 
at tho age of seventeen, fonght duels, and cut oS the 
liead of a man who refused to lend him money He 
stood SIX feet tliiee inches in his shoes, knocked down 
Ills commanding officer, was put under arrest, offered 
to pay for his release by bringing m three Turks’ 
heads within an hoiu, was released on that condition, 
and actually brought in four Turks’ heads When 
afterwards cashiered, he settled on his estates m 
Croatia, and drilled a thousand of his tenantry to act 
as “Pandours” against the banditti In 1740, ho 
served with his Pandours under Maria Theresa, and 
behaved himself as one of the more bmtal soit of ban¬ 
ditti Ho offered to capture Predeiick of Prassia, and 
did capture his tent Many more of his adventnies are 
vainglonously recounted by himself in tho Memoties 
dw Baron Ih’anz do Trench, published at Pans m 1787 
This Trenck took poison when unpiisoncd at Grata, 
and died in October, 1747, at the ago of tliirtj -six. 
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His c6usmTrodcii^ re tlic'Tronck irlio here tells a 
storv of himself tiiat abonutlb ,in lively illustration of 
the dnrs of IVcilenck the Great He professes that 
Frederick the* Sanp^ owed him a grudge, because 
Frederick the Trenck had, •n-hen eighteen years old, 
fascinated the Princess Amalie at a ball But as 
Frederick the Grcater-ivas in correspondence mth his 
cousin Fnnz at the time when that redoubtable per> 
souage was planmng the seizure of Fredenck the 
Great, there may have been better ground fou the 
Trenck's arrest than ho allows us to imagine Mr 
Carlyle shows that Frederick von dcr Trenck had been 
tliree months m prison, and was still in prison, at the 
time of the battle of the Sohr, in which ho professes to 
ha\o been engaged. Fredenck von der Trenck, after 
his release from impnsonment in 1763, married a 
burgomaster’s daughter, and went into business ns a 
wine merchant Tlien ho became adventurous again 
His adicnturcs, published in German in 1786-7, and 
in his own French version in 1788, formed one of the 
most popular books of its time Seven plays were 
founded on them, and ladies in Fans wore their 
bonnets a la Trend, But the French finally gmllotmcd 
the author, when within a j ear of threescore and ten, 
on the 26th of July, 1794 He had gone to Pans in 
1792, and joined there in the stnfo of parties At the 
guillotine he struggled with the executioner 
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OHAPTEE I 

I WAS T)om at KonigsTjerg in Prussia, February 16, 
1726, of one of tbe most ancient families of the country. 
My father, who was lord of Great Scharlach, Schaku- 
lack, and Meichen, and major-general of cavalry, died 
in 1740, after receiving eighteen wounds in tho Prussian 
service My mother was daughter of tho president of 
the high court at Konigsborg After my father’s death 
she married Count Lostangc, lieutenant-colonel in the 
Kiow rcgunent of c miassi ers, with whom she went 
and resided at Breslau I had two brothers and a 
sister, my youngest bi other was taken by my mother 
mto Silesia, the other was a comet m this last-named^;; 
regiment of Kiow, and my sisteif^as married to tlie ' 
only son of the aged General Valdow 
My ancestors are famous in tho Chronicles of the 
Eorth, among tho ancient Teutonic kmghts, who con¬ 
quered Courland, Prussia, and Livoma 
By temperament I was choleric, and addicted to, 
pleasure and di ssipati on, my tutors found this la^ 
defect most difficult to overcome, happily, they were 
aided by a love of knowledge inherent in me, an emn- 
lative spirit, and a thust for fame, which disposition it 
was my father’s care to cherish A too great con¬ 
sciousness of innate worth gave me a too great degree 
of pnde, but the endeavours of my mstructor to inspire 
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linnulity trere not all lost, and Labitnal reading, 'vreD- 
tuncd piaibe, and the pleasures flo'wing from science, 
made tiie labours of study at length my recreation 
My memory became remaihable, I am well read lu 
the Scnptures, the classics, and ancient history, was 
acqnamted with geography, could draw, learnt 
j cmg , riding, and other necessary exercises 
"**' My religion was Lutheran, but morality was taught 
mo by my father, and by the worthy man to whose care 
he committed the forming of my heart, whose memory I 
shall ever hold in veneration While a boy, I was enter¬ 
prising m all the tnois of boys, and exercised my wit in 
craftj excuses, the warmth of my passions gave a satiric, 
biting cist to my writings, whence it has been imagined, 
by those who know but little of me, I was a dangerous 
man, though, I am conscious, this was a false 3 udgment 
A soldier himself, my father would hare all his sons 
the same, thus, when we quarrelled, we terminated 
'our disputes with wooden sabres^and, hrandishing 
these, contested by blows for victory, while onr father 
sat langhmg, pleased at our valour and address This 
practice, and the praises he bestowed, encouiaged a 
j^chsposition which onght to have been c ounterac ted 
Accustomed to obtam the prize and bo tlie hero of 
1 scholastic contentions, I acquired the bad habit of 
dispwfafion and of imagining myself a sago when little 
mote than a boy I became stubborn m arg^nment, 
hasty to correct otheis, instead of patiently attentive 
and by presumption, contimiallj liable to incite enmi^ 
Gentle to mj inferiors, but impatient of contradic¬ 
tion, and proud of resisting power, I may hence date 
the origin of all my evils. 
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How might a man, imhned with the heroic prmciples 
of liberty, hope for atlvanc^cnt and happiness, luider 
the despotic and non Go\ emment of I’lcdoric ? I was 
tanght neitliQi to know noi to avoid, but to despise the 
whip of slaveiy Had I leqmt liypocnsy, craft, and 
meanness, I had long since become field- marsh d, had 
been m possession of my HtuigaTian estates, and had' 
not passed tlio best j^eais of my life in tho dungeons of 
Magdobiug I was addicted to no vice I laboured in 
the cause of science, honour, and virtue, kept no vicious 
company, was nevei in the whole of mv Mo intom- 
cated, was no gamester, no consumer of time in idle¬ 
ness nor brutal plcasmes, butdeioted many bundled 
laborious nights to studies that might make mo useful 
to my country, yet was I punished inth a severity too 
cruel even for the most woithless, or most nllanous ^ 

I mean, in my narrative, to make candou i an^, 
veraeitj my gmdes, and not to conceal my failings, I 
wish my work may remain a moral lesson to tho world 
Yet it IS an innate satisfaction that I am conscious of 
never having acted with dishonour, oven to tho last act 
of this distressful tragedy 

I shall say little of the first years of my life, except 
that my fatiier took especial care of my education, and 
sent me, at tho ago of thirteen, to tho University of 
Konigsberg, whore, under the Jiution ^yf Eowalewsbf,, 
my progress was rapid Tliero were foniteen other 
noblemen in the same house, andundei the same mastei 

In tho year following, 1740,1 quarrelled with one 
young “Wallonrodt^ a fellow-student, much stronger 
than m}self, and who, despising my weakness, thought 
proper to give me a blow 1 demanded satisfaction 
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He came not to flic ‘ippomfed place, Tint freafed my 
demand•vnfh contempt, and I,forgetting all further 
respect, procured a second, and attacked him in open 
day "We fought, and I had the fortune to -wound lum 
twice, the first time in the arm, the second in the 
hand 

Tins aftair incited inqmry —Doctor Kowalcwsky, 
our tutor, laid complaints before the Uni-vcrsity, and 
I -was condemned to three hours’ confinement, but my 
grandfather and guardian. President Derschau, -was so 
pleased -with my courage, that he took me from this 
house and placed me under Professor Chnsbani 
H^ro I first began to enjoy full liberty, and from 
this worthy man I learnt all I know of erpenmental 
philosophy and science He loved me as his own son, 
and continued instructing me till midnight Under 
Jiis auspices, in 1742,1 maintained, -with great success, 
two'pumic t hese s, although I was then but sixteen, an 
effort and an honour till then unknown 
Three days after my last pubhc e xordium , a con¬ 
temptible fellow sought a quarrel with^e,and obliged 
me to draw in my own defence, whom, on this occasion, 
I wounded in the grom 

This success inflated my ralour, and from that tune 
I began to assume the air and appearance of a Hector 
Scarcely had a fortnight elapsed before I Ind nTiptb^y 
with a lieutenant of the garrison, whom I had insnlted, 
who received two wounds in the contest 
I ought to remark, that at this time, the University 
of Komgsberg -was stiU highly privileged To send a 
/clj;^licngc was held honourable, and this was not only 
permitted, but would have been difficult to prevent. 
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considering the great nnmljor of prond, liot-licadcd, 
and tnrbnlont iiobilifTfrom Lironin, Conrland, Svrcden, 
Denmark, and Poland, irho canio thither to study, and 
of whom there were more than fi^o hundrod This 
bronght the University into disrepute, and endeavours 
ha\o been made to reined} tho abuse Mon havo 
acquired a greater extent of tnio knowledge, and havo 
begun to pcrconc that a University ought to bo a place 
of instruction, and not a field of battle, and tliat blood 
cannot bo honourably shed, except in defcnco of hfo or 
coimtr}* 

In Ifovembcr, 1742, tho King sent his ^adjutant- 
general, Baron Lottum, who was related to iny mother, 
to Koiugsberg, with whom I dined at my grandfather’s 
Ho conversed much with me, and after putting vanoiis 
questions, putiioscl} to discover what my talents and 
inclinations were, ho demanded, as if in joko, whether 
I had any inclination to go with him to Berlin, and 
serve my country, as my ancestors Iiad ever done 
adding that, in tho nnnv, I should find much better 
opportunities of scndingthallongcstlnn at the Univer- 
sit}'. Intlamcd with the dcsiro of distinguishing my¬ 
self, I listened with rapture to tlio proposition, and in 
a few da} s wo departed for Fotzdain „ 

On the morrow after my nrrhnl, I was presented to 
tho King, as indeed I had before been in tho jcar 1740, 
with tho character of being, then oiio of tlio niosthopo- 
fnl youths of the Unii orsity My reception was most 
tlnttermg, tho justness of iii} replies to tho questions 
lie asked, my height, figure, and confidence, pleased 
him; and I soon obtained permission to enter as a cadet 
in hib body guards, with a promise of qiuck preferment 
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The body guards formed,' at this time, a model and 
school for the Prussian cavalry, they consisted of one 
smgle squadron of men selected from tlie vrliole army, 
and their uniform was the most splendid in aUlBnrcpo 
Tvro thousand nx-doBars -were necessary to equip an 
officer the cmras s ivas vrhollyplatedmth silver, and 
the horse, furniture, and ac coutrem ents alone cost four 
hundred rix-dollars 

This squadron only contained six officers and a 
hundred and forty-four men, hut there irero alirays 
fiftj or sixty su pcmum ciaties, and as many horses, for 
the King incorporitcd all the most handsome meii he 
fonnd in tho guards The officers Trero the best taiight 
of any the army contained, tho King himself ''w-os 
their tutor, and he afterwards sent them to instruct the 
cavalrs in tho manoEuvres they had learnt Their rise 
was rapid if thej behaved well, but they were hrohen 
for tho least fault, and pnnishcd hy being sent to 
garrison regiments It was likcwiso necessary they 
should ho tolerably nch, as well as possess sneh talents 
ns might he EUCcessfnUy employed, both at court and 
in the army 

There are no soldiers in tho world who undergo so 
mnch as this body guard, and dnnng the time I 'wns 
in tho semco of Prodono, I often had not eight hours’ 
sleep m eight days Exercise began at fom in the 
morning, and experiments were made of all tho altera¬ 
tions tho King meant to introduce in Ins cavalry 
Eitclies of three, four, five, six feet, and still wider, 
were leaped, till that some one broke his nock, hedges, 
in like mumeT, were freed, and the horses ran careers, 
meeting each other full speed in a kmd of lists of 
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more flian lialf a league m lengtli We had often, m 
these onr exercises, several men and horses killed oi 
TTonnded 

It happened more frequently than otherwise that 
the same cxpenments were repeated after dinner with 
fresh horses, and it was not uncommon, at Fotzdam, 
to hear the alarm sounded twice m a night The horses 
stood m the King’s stables, and whoever had not 
dressed, armed himself, saddled his horse, mounted, and 
appeared before the palace in eight minutes, was pnt 
under ancst for fourteen days 
Scarcely wore the 03 cs closed before the trumpet 
again sounded, to accustom youth to vigilance I lost, 
in one year, three horses, which had either broken their 
legs, m leaping ditches, or died of fatigue 
I cannot give a stronger picture of this service than 
by sapng that the body guard lost more men and 
horses in one year’s peace than they did, during the 
following year, m two battles 
We had, at this time, three stations, our service, in 
the winter, was at Berbn, where we attended the 
opera, and all pubbe festivals m the spnng wo were 
exercised at Charlottenberg, and at Fotzdam, or 
wherever the King went, dnnng the summer. The six 
ofScers of the guard dined with the King, and, on gala 
days, with the Queen It may bo presumed there was 
not at that time on earth a better school to form an 

officer and a man of the world than was the court of 

% 

Berbn 

I Lad scarcely been six weeks a cadet before the 
King took me aside, one day, after the parade, and 
having oxammed me near half an hour, on vamus 
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snTjjeets, commancletl me to come and speak to him on 
the morrow 

His intention was to find whether the accoimts that 
had been given him of my memory had not been exag¬ 
gerated, and that lie might be connnced, lie first gave 
me the names of fifty soldiers to learn by rote, which I 
did in five minirtes He next repeated the subjects of 
two letters, wlueh I immediately composed in French 
and Latin, the one I wrote, the other I dictated He 
afterwards ordered me to trace, with promptitude, a 
landscape from nature, wlueh I executed with equal 
success and he then gave me a comeCs coiniuission 
in his body guards 

Each mark of bounty from the monarch increased an 
ardour already great, inspired me with gratitude, and 
the first of my wishes was to devote my whole life to 
the service of my Hing and country Ho spoke to me 
as a Sovereign should speak, like a father, like one who 
knew well how to estimate the gifts bestowed on me 
by nature and perceiving, or rather feebng, how much 
he might expect from me, became at once my instructor 
and my fnend 

Thus did I remain a cadet only six weeks, and few 
Prussians cm vaunt, under the reign of Predenc, of 
equal good fortune 

The Hmg not only presented me with a commission, 
but equipped mo splendidly for the service Thus 
did I suddenly find mysdf a courtier, and an oflScer 
m the finest, bravest, and best disciphned corps in 
Europe My good fortune seemed unlimited, when, 
m the month of August, 1743, the Hing selected me 
to go__and instruct the Silesian cavalry in the new 
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manCEuvres* an lionoui never befoie granted to ayontli 
of eighteen 

I have already said we weie ganiboued at Berlin 
during wintei, where the ofiBceis’ table was at court 
and, as m}' leputation had jiicccdcd me, no person 
whatever could bo better received tliere, or live more 
pleasantly 

Frederic commanded me to visit the litciati, whom 
he had invited to his court Manpeituis, Jordan, La 
Mettrie, and Pollnitr, weie all my acquaintance My 
days were employed m the dnties of an officer, and 
my nights m acquiring knowledge Pollmtz wag 
my gmde, and the fnend of my heart My happi¬ 
ness was well worthy of bemg envied In 1743, I 
was five feet eleven inches in height, and Mature had 
endowed mo with every requisite to please I lived, as 
I vainly imagined, without inciting enmity or malice, 
and my mmd was wholly occupied by the desire of 
eanung well-founded fame 

I had hitherto remained ignorant of love, and had 
been terrified from illicit commerce by beholding the 
dreadful objects of the hospital at Potzdam During 
the winter of 1743, the nuptials of his Majesty’s sistei 
were celebrated, who was married to the Mmg of 
Sweden, where she is at present Queen Dowager, 
mother of the rcignmg Gustavos I, as officer of my 
corps, had the honour to mount guard and escort her 
as far as Stettm Hero first did my heart feel a 
passion of which, in the conise of my history, I shall 
have frequent occasion to speak The object of my 
love was one whom I can only remember at present 
with reverence, and, as I write not lomance, but facts, 
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I siull liera briefly say, otirs Trere xanttially tbe first- 
f nuts of aSection, and that to this hour I regret no 
nusfortnne, no misery, mth which from a stock so 
noble, my destiny was overshadowed 
Amid tho tumult inseparable to occasions like these, 
on which it was my duty to maintain order, a thief had 
the address to steal my watch, and cut away part of 
the gold fnuge which hung from the waistcoat of my 
niuform and afterwards to escape nnperccired This 
accident brought on me the raillery of my comrades; 
and the lady alluded to thence took occasion to con* 
sole me by saying it should ho her care that I should 
be no loser Her words were accompamed by a look 
I could not misunderstand, and a few days offer I 
thought myself tbe happiest of mortals The name, 
however, of this high*bom lady is a secret, which 
must descend with me to the grave, and, though my 
silence concerning this incident leaves a void in my 
life, and mdeed throws obscurity over a part of it, 
whidi might else be clear, I would much rather incur 
this reproach than become ungrateful towards my 
best fnend and benefactress To her conversation, 
to her prudence, to the power by which she fixed 
my affections wholly on herself, am I indebted for 
tho improvement and pobshmg of my bodily and 
mental qaabhes She never despised, betrayed, or 
abandoned me, even in the deepest of my distress, 
and my children alone, on my death-bed, shall be 
taught the name of her to whom they owe tho pre¬ 
servation of their father, and consequently their own 
existence 

I lived at tins tune perfectly happy at Berlin, and 
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highly esteemed The King took e^e^y oppoitimity 
to testify his approbation, my mistress supplied me 
mth more money than I covld expend, and I was pre¬ 
sently the best equipped, and made the greatest figure, 
of any ofiBicer in tlie whole corps The style m which 
I lived was remarked, for I hod only received from 
my father’s heritage the estate of Great Sclmrlacli, 
the rent of which was ,eight hundred dollars a yeai, 
which was far from sufficient to supply riy then ex¬ 
penses My amour, m the meantime, remained a 
secret from my best and most intimate fi lends 
Twice was mj absence from Potzdam and Olmrlotteii- 
berg discovered, and I was put under airest, but the 
King seemed satisfied with the excuse I made, nndei 
the pretext of having been hunting, and smiled os he 
granted my pardon 

Never did the days of yontli glide away with moie 
apparent success andpleasuie than durmg these my 
first years at Berlm This good fortune was, alas, of 
short duration Many are the mcidents I might lo- 
late, but which I shall omit My other adventuies are 
sufficiently numerous, without mingling such as may 
any way seem foreign to the subject In this gloomy 
history of my life, I wish to pamt myself such as I am, 
and, by the recital of my suffiermgs, afford a memorable 
example to the world, and mterest the heart of sensi- 
bihty I would also show how my fatal destmy has 
deprived my children of an immense fortune, and, 
though I want a hundred tliousand men to enforce and 
ensure my rights, I will leave demonstration to my 
heirs that they are incontestable 
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CHAPTER II 

I:; tBe beginning of September, 1744, "vrar again 
broke out between the Honses of Anstria and Pmssia 
Wo marclved with all speed towards Prague, traversing 
Savony without opposition I will not relate in this 
place what the great Prederic said to us, with evident 
emotion, when surrounded by all his officers, on tho 
morning of our departure from Potzdam 
Should any one bo desirous of writing tlio li^csof 
him and his opponent, Mails Tliercsa, without flattery 
and without fear, lot him apply to me, and I will relato 
anecdotes most surprising on this snb]eci, nnknown to 
all but myself, and which never must appear under my 
oivn name 

AH monarchs going to war havo reason on their 
side, and the chuichcs of botli iiarties rcsonnd with 
prayers, and appeals to Dmno Justice, for the suc¬ 
cess of then arms Prcdenc, on this occasion, had 
rccoiune to them with legret, of which I was a 
witness 

If I am not mistaken, the Ring's army came be¬ 
fore Prague on the 14th of September, and that of 
General Schwenn, which had passed through Silesia, 
srrived the next day on the other side of the Moldan 
In this position we were obliged to wait some days for 
pontoons, u ithont which wo could not establish a com¬ 
munication between the two armies 
Tho height called Zischka, which overlooks tho 
city, being guarded only by a few Groats, was in¬ 
stantly seized, without opposition, by some grenadiers, 
and the battcncs, erected at the foot of that TOountam, 
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being readj on the fifth dav, played nth snch success 
on the old tom nth bombs and I'ed-hot balls that it 
ms set on fire The King made every effort to take 
the city before Pnnee Charles conld bnng his army 
from the "Rhine to its rchef 

General Harsh thought proper to capitulate, after a 
siege of twelve days, dnrmg which not more tlian five 
hundred men of the garrison, at the utmost, were 
lolled and wounded, though eighteen thousand men 
were made prisoners 

Thus far we had met with no impediment The 
Imperial army, however, under the command of 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, having qmtted the banks 
of the Rhine, was advancing to save Bohemia 

During this campaign we saw the enemy only at a 
distance, but the Austrian light troops bemg thnee 
as numerous as ours, prevented us from all foraging 
Wmler ms approaching, dearth and hunger made 
Frederic determine to retreat, without the least hope 
from the countries m our rear, which we had entirely 
laid mste as we had advanced The seventy of the 
season, in the month of j^ovember, rendered the sol¬ 
diers excessively impatient of their hardships, and, 
accustomed to conquer, the Prussians were ashamed 
of and repined at retreat the enemys hght troops 
facihtated desertion, and we lost, in a few weeks, 
above thirty thousand men The pandours of my 
kmsman, the Anstnan Trenck, were incessantly at our 
heels, gave ns frequent alarms, did us great injury, 
and, by their alertness, we never conld make any 
impression npon them with our cannom Trenck at 
length passed the Bibs, and went and burnt and 
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destroyed our magazines at Pardulaiz it ivaa tliei'eforo 
resolved irholly to evacnata Bohemia 
The Eling hoped to have brought Prince Ohorlea 
to the battle betvreen Benneschan and Hannnpitz, 
but in vain the Saxons, during the night, had 
entered a battery of threo-and-twenty cannon on a 
mound vrhich separated two ponds this was the 
precise road by which the King meant to make the 
attack 

Thus were wo obliged to abandon Bohemia The 
dearth, both for man and horse, began to grow ex¬ 
treme The weathei was bad, the roads and nits 
wore deep, marches wore continual, and alarms and 
attacks from the enemy’s light troops became in¬ 
cessant The discontent all these inspired was 
universal, and this occasioned the great loss of the 
army 

Under such ciicumstanees. Lad Prince Ohorles con- 
tmued to harass us, by persuading us into Silesia, had 
ho made a winter campaign, instead of remainmg in¬ 
dolently at ease in Bohemia, wo certainly should not 
have vanquished him, the yeai following, at Stngan, 
but ho only followed at a distance, as far as the Bohe¬ 
mian frontiers Tins gave Piodenc time to recovei, 
and the more efEoctually because the Austnans had the 
imprudence to permit tho return of deserters 
Tins was a repetition of what had happened to 
Charles ::m when he sufEored his Russian prisoners 
to return home, who afterwards so effectually punished 
his contempt of them at the battlo of Pnltawa 
Prague was obbgod to bo abandoned, with oonsidor- 
nbloloss, andTroiick seized on Tabor, Budweis, and 
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iVauenbeig, where he took prisoners the legiments of 
Walrahe Krentz 

Uo one would have been better able to give a faith¬ 
ful history of this campaign than myself, had I room 
m this place, and had I at that time been more atten¬ 
tive to tlungs of moment, smee I not only performed 
the office of adjutant to the King, when he went to 
reconnoitre, or choose a place of encampment, but it 
was, moreover, my duty to provide forage for the head¬ 
quarters Tlio Xmg havmg only permitted me to take 
SIS volunteers from the body guard, to esecute this 
latter duty, I was obliged to add to them horse chas¬ 
seurs, and hussars, with whom I was contmually in 
motion I was pecnliarly fortunate on two occasions, 
by happening to come after the enemy when they had 
left loaded waggons and forage bundles 

I seldom passed the night m my tent during tins 
campaign, and my mdefatigable activity obtamed the 
favour and entire confidence of Frederic Nothing so 
much contributed to inspire me with emulation as the 
pubbe praises I received, and my enthusiasm wished 
to perform wonders The campaign, however, but ill 
suppbed me with opportumties to display my youthful 
ardour 

At length no one durst leave the camp, notwith- 
standmg the eidremity of the dearth, because of the 
innumerable clouds of pandours and hussars that 
hovered everywhere around 

No sooner were we arrived in Silesia, than the 
Kmg’s body guard were sent to Berlin, there to re¬ 
main m winter quarters 

I should not hero have mentioned the Bohemian 
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war, but that, while writing the history of my life, I 
ought not to omit accidents by which my future destiny 
was influenced '* * ‘ 

One day, while at Bennaschen, I was commanded 
out, with a detachment of thirty hussars and twenty 
chasseurs, on a foraging party I had posted my 
hussars in a convent, and gone myself, with the 
chasseurs, to a mansion-house, to seize the carts ne¬ 
cessary for the conveyance of the hay and straw from 
a neighbonrmg farm An Austrian lieutenant of 
hussars, concealed with thirty-su: horsemen in a wood, 
having remarked the weakness of my escort, taking 
advantage of the moment when my people were all 
employed m loading the carts, first seized our sentmel, 
and then fell suddenly upon them, and took them all 
pnsoners in the very farm-yard At this moment I' 
was seated at my ease, beside the lady of the mansion- 
house, and was a spectator of the whole transaction 
through the wmdow 

I was ashamed of and m despair at my negbgence. 
The kind lady wished to hide me when the finng was 
heard in the farm-yard By good fortune, the hussars, 
whom I had stationed m the convent, had learnt from 
a peasant that there was an Austrian detachment in 
the wood they had seen us at a distance enter the farm¬ 
yard, hastily marched to our aid, and we had not been 
taken more than two mmutes before they arrived I 
cannot express the pleasure with which I put myself at 
their head Some of the enemy’s party escaped through 
a back door, but wo made two-and-twenty pnsoners, 
with a lieutenant of the regiment of Kalnockichen 
TJiey had two men killed, and one wounded, and two 
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also o£ my chassctus "weie hewTi down by ilio sabre, 
in the hny-loff, wheie they weie at work 

We continued our forage with more caution after 
this accident the horses we had taken sen ed, m part, 
to draw the carts, and, after raising a contribution of 
one hundred and fifty dncats on the conrent, which I 
distributed among the soldiers to engage them to si¬ 
lence, we returned to the army, from which we were 
distant about two leagues 

We heard firmg as we marched, and the foragers on 
all sides were skirmishing with the enemy A lieu¬ 
tenant and forty horse joined me, yet, with this re¬ 
inforcement, I durst not return to the camp, because I 
learned we were m danger from moio than eight hun¬ 
dred pandours and hussars, who were m the plam I 
therefore determined to take a long, wuiding, but 
secret route, and had the good fortune to come safe to 
quarters with my prisoners and five-and-twenty loaded 
carts The Sing was at dinner when I entered his 
tent Havmg been absent all mght, it was imagined 
I had been taken, that accident having happened the 
same day to many others 

The mstant I entered, the King demanded if I le- 
tumed smgly "Ko, please your Majesty,” answered I, 
“ I have brought fivc-and-twenty loads of forage, and 
two-and-twenty prisoners, with their offieci and horses ” 
The King then eommanded mo to sit down, and 
turning himseK towards the English ambassador, who 
was near him, said, laying his hand on my shoulder, 
“ O’est tin Matador de ma jeunesse ” 

A reconnoitnng party was, at the same moment, in 
waiting before his tent he consequently asked me few 
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questions, and to those he did ask, I replied trembling 
la a few minutes he rose from the table, gave a glance 
at the pnsoneis, bung the 03?der of Merit round mj 
neck, commanded mo to go and take repose, and set off 
with Ins party 

It IS easy to conceiTO the embarrassment of my situa¬ 
tion, my unpardonable negligence deserved that I 
should have been broken, instead of which I was re¬ 
warded, an instance, tins, of the great infinence of 
chance on the affairs of the world How many generals 
have gained victories by their very errors, which have 
been afterwards attnbuted to their genius • It is evi¬ 
dent the sergeant of hnssars, who retook me and my 
men by brmging uphis party, was much better entitled 
than myself to the recompense I received On many 
occasions have I since met with disgrace and pumsh- 
mont when I deserved reward My inqmetude lest tlio 
truth should be discovered, was extreme, especially lo- 
collcciing how many people were in tho secret and 
my apprehensions were incessant 
As I did not want money, I gave the sergeants twenty 
ducats each, and tho soldiers one, in order to insnre 
then silence, which, hemg a favonnto with them, they 
readily promised I, howevci, was determined to de¬ 
clare tho truth the very first opportunity, and this 
happened a few days after 
TVo were on our march, and I, as comet, was at tho 
head of my company, when the Hing, advauemg, beck¬ 
oned mo to come to him, and hade me tell him exactly 
how tho affair I had so lately been engaged in happened 
The question at first made mo mistrust I was be¬ 
trayed, but remarking the Hing had a mildness in his 
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manner, I presently lecovored myself, and related the 
exact truth I sanr tlie astomslunent of his coimten- 
ance, hut I at the same time sarr he •was pleased -with 
my smccnty He spoke to me for half an hour, not as 
a Hing, but as a father, praised my candour, and ended 
with the follo-wing words, which, while life remains, I 
shall never forget “ Conhdo in the advice I give you; 
depend wholly upon me, and I will make you a man *’ 
Whoever can feel, may imagine how mfiiutely my 
gratitude towards the King was mcreased, by this his 
great goodness, fiom that moment Iliad no other 
desiio than to live and die foi his soivice 
1 soon perceived the conMcnce the King had in me 
after this explanation, of which I received vorj frequent 
marks, the follo-wing -wuitcr, at Berlin He permitted 
me to bo present at Ins conversations ■with the literati 
of his com-t, and my stato was traly dimable 
I received this shme irinter moio than five hundred 
ducats as'presents So mudi happmess could not but 
excite jealousy, and this began to be manifest on every 
side I had too little disguise foi a courtiei, and my 
heart was much too open and f ranlt 

Before I proceed, I -will here relate on incident which 
happened dmmg the last campaign, and which -will, 
no doubt, be lead in the lustoiy of Frederic 
On the rout while retreatmg through Bohemia, the 
King came to KoUin, -with his horse-guards, the 
cavalry piquets of the head-quarters, and the second 
and third battabons of guards We had only four field 
pieces, and oui squadron was stationed in one of the 
suburbs Our advance posts, towards eveniug, were 
dnven back into the to-wn, and the hussars entered 
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peU-mell tlie enemy’s light troops swaimod over the 
country, and my commanding officei sent me imme¬ 
diately to leceiro the King’s orders After much 
search, I found him at the top of a steeple, mth a tele¬ 
scope in his hand Never did I see him so disturbed 
or imdecided as on this occasion Orders "were imme¬ 
diately giien that uro should retreat through the city, 
mto the opposite suburb, irhere vre were to halt, but not 
unsaddle 

We had not been hero long before a most hea^y lain 
fell, and the mght became exceedingly dark. My 
cousm Trenckmade his approach about nine in the 
evening, mth hia pandour and janissary music, and 
set fire to several houses They found we were in the 
suburb, and began to fire upon us from the city 
windows The tumult became extreme the city was 
too full for us to re-enter the gate was shut, and they 
fired from above at us with our field-pieces Trenck 
had let in the waters upon us, and wo were up to the 
girths by midnight, and almost in despair We lost 
seven men, and my horse was wounded in tho neck. 

The King, and all of ns, had certainly been made 
prisoners liad my cousin, as he has since told mo, been 
nhlo to continue tho assault ho had begun but a cannon 
ball having wounded him in tho foot, ho was earned 
off, and the pandours retired Tho corps of Nassau 
nrrncd next day to our aid, wo quitted Kollin, and 
during tho march tho King said to me, " Tour cousin 
had nearly plajed us a malicious prank last night, but 
the dcsertors saj ho is killed ” Ho then asked what 
our relationship was, and there oui conversation ended 
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CHAPTER m 

It Tras al)ont ilio middle of Decemlier -vrlieii we came 
to Berlm, where I was received with open arms I 
became less cantions tlian formerly, and, perhaps, more 
narrowly observed A lieutenant of the foot gnards, 
who was a pnbhc Ganymede, and agauist whom I had 
that natural antipathy and abhoirence I have for all 
such wretches, having indnlgod lumself in some very 
imperhnent jokes on the secret of my amom, I be¬ 
stowed on him the epithet ho deserved wo drew onr 
swords, and he was wounded On the Sunday following 
I presented myself to pay my respects to his Majesty 
on the parade, who said to me as he passed, “The 
storm and the thunder shall rend yonr heart, beware' ” * 
Ho added nothing more 

Some httlo time after I was a few mmntes too late 
on the parade, the King remarked it, and sent me, 
under arrest, to the foot-guard at Potzdam "When I 
had been hero a fortmght, Colonel 'Wartensleben came, 
and advised me to petition for pardon I was then too 
much a novice in the modes of the court to follow his 
counsel, nor did I even remark the person who gave it 
me was himself a most subtle courtier I complamed 
bitterly that I had so long been deprived of liberty, 
for a fault which was usually pumshed by thiee, or, at 
most, sis days’ arrest Here accordingly I remained 

Eight days after, the Kmg being come to Potzdam, 
I was sent by General Bonrke to Berlin, to carry some 

* A common espression vnth Predenc irlien he was angry, and 
which has since become pioTcrbial omong the Prnssian ond other 
German officers See Cnhexal Ber«eu<, ^pri7,17£8 
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letters, Lnt 'mthont liaving seen tlie King On my 
Tcturn I presented myself to Inm on tlio parade, and 
as onr sqnsdron was garrisoned at Serlin, I asked, 
“ Does it please yonr Majesty that I should go and join 
my corps “'Vriienco came 3 on ®” answered he 
“From Berlin” "And where were yon before 3*011 
went to Berlin?” “Under arrest” “Hien under 
arrest yon must remain*” 

I did not rccoTer my liberty till three days before 
onr departure for Silesia towards wbicb wo marcQicd, 
with the utmost speed, m the beginning of May, to 
commence onr second campaign 

Here I must recount m event which happened that 
winter, which become tlio source of all m3'misfortunes, 
hud to which I must entreat my readers will pay the 
utmost attention, smee this error, if innocence can be 
error, was the cause that the most fnitlifnl and the best 
of subjects bccsuic bewildered in scenes of wretched¬ 
ness, and wss the victim of iniserj*, from his nineteenth 
to the sixtieth year of his age I dare presume that 
this true narrative, supported bj testimonies the most 
authentic, will fnUj* vindicate my present honour and 
my future memory 

Fraucis, Baron of Trench, was the son of my father’s 
brother, consequently mv cousin gferman I shall 
speak, hereafter, of the singular events of his life 
Bcmg a commander of pandours in the Aiistnau 
service, and grievously wonnded at Bavaria, in tho 
year 1743 , he wrote to my mother, informmg her ho 
intended mo, her eldest son, for his universal legatee 
This letter, to which I returned no answer, was sent to 
me at Potrdam I was so satisfied with my situation, 
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And Lad sucL namerons leasons «o to Le, considenng 
the Luidness •vntli -which the King treated inc, that I 
■would not have exchanged my good fortune for all the 
treasures of the Great Mogul 

On the 12th of February, 1744, being at Berlin, I 
■was in company mth Captain Jaschmsky, commander 
of the body guard, the captam of ivhicli ranks as 
colonel m the army, together ■with Lieutenant Studmtz, 
and Comet "Wagmtz The latter was my field com- 
lade, and is at present commander-geneial of the 
cavahy of Hesse Cassel The Austrian Trenck became 
the sub 3 ect of convei-sation, and Jaschmsky asked if 1 
wore his kmsman I answered, yes, and immediately 
mentioned his haymg made me his imirersal heir 
“And what answer haie you returned?” said Ja- 
schmsky —“ None at all ” 

The whole compau)* then observed that, in a case 
like the present, I was much to blame not to answer, 
that the least I could do would be to thank him for his 
good wishes, and entreat a continuance of them Ja¬ 
schmsky further added, “Desire him to send you some 
of his fine Hungarian horses for your o-wn use, and 
give me the lettei, I -will convey it to him, by means 
of Mr Bossart, legation counsellor of the Sa\on 
embassy, but on condition that you -will give mo one 
of the horses This conespondenco is a family, and 
not a state affair, I -will make myself responsible for 
the consequences ” 

I immediately took my commander’s advice, and 
began to -write, and had those who suspected me 
I thought proper to make the least mquiry mto these 
ciicumstauccs, the foui witnesses who icad what I 
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\m)te could have attested mv innocence, and rendered 
it indnTntal)le I gave mj letter open to Jasohinslgr, 
■urho scaled and sent it himself 
I must omit none of tlio incidents concerning this 
letter, it heing the sole cause of all my sufferings 
I shall therefore here relate an event vrhich -was the 
first occasion of the un 3 ast suspicions entertained 
against me 

One of my grooms, mth two led horses, -vvas, among 
many others, taken by the pandours of Trenck When 
I returned to tho camp, I ivas to accompany the King 
on a reconnoitrmg party My horse was too tired, 
and I had no other • I informed him of my embarrass¬ 
ment, and lus Ma 3 esty immediately made mo a present 
of a fine English coarser 

Some days after, I was excecdmgly astonished to 
see my groom rctum, with my two horses, and a 
paudonr trumpeter, who brought mo a letter, coutam- 
ing nearly tho following words — 

' The Austrian Trenck is not at war with the 
Prussian Trenck, hut, on tho contrary, is happy to have 
recovered his horses from his hussars, and to return 
them to whom they first belonged,” Lc 
I uent the same day to pay my icspccts to the Eling, 
who, receiving me with great coldness, said, “ Since 
lour cousin has returned your oum horses, you have no 
more need of nunc ’ 

There were too many who envied mo to suppose 
these words would escape repetition The return of 
the horses seems infinitely to have increased that sus¬ 
picion Frederic entertained agamst me, and therefore 
became one of the principal causes of my misfortunes 
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it IS foi tins icisou that I dwell upou this and such¬ 
like small incidents, they being necessary for my own 
justification, and, were it possible, for that of the King 
My imioccnce is, indeed, at present universally acknow¬ 
ledged by the court, the army, and the whole nation, 
who all mention tho injustice I suffered with pity, 
and tho fortitude with which it was endured mth 
Burpnsc ' ' 

AVo marched for Silesia, to enter on our second 
campaign: which, to the Prussians, was ns bloody and 
murderous as it was glorious 
Tho King’s head-quarters weie fixed at tho convent 
of Kamentr, where wo rested fourteen days, and the 
army remained in cantonments Pnneo Charles, 
instead of following ns into Bohemia, had tho impni- 
dcnco to occupy tho plain of Strigau, and wo already 
concluded his army was beaten ‘Whoever is noil 
acquainted with tactics, and tho Prussian manoDuvres, 
will easily judge, -without tho aid of calculation or 
witchcraft, whether a well or ill-disciplincd army, m 
an open plam, onghtito bo victorious 
Tho army hastily left its cantonments, and in 
twenty-fom hours was in order of battlo, and on tho 
14th of Juno, eighteen thousand bodies lay stretched 
on tho plain of Strigau The aUicd armies of Austria 
and Saxony weio totally defeated 
Tho body guard was on tho right, and previous to 
tho attack, tho King said to our squadron, “ Provo to- 
day, my children, that you aro my body giiaid, and 
give no Saxon quarter ” 

We made three attacks on the cavalry, and two on 
the infantry Kothing could withstand a squadron 
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like ttus, ttIucTi for men, Loises, coomge, rnd ex¬ 
perience, -was assnrcdlj- the first in tLo world 
Onr corps nlonc took seven standards and five pairs 
of colours, and m less than an hour the affair was 
over 

I received a pistol shot in my right hand, mr horse 
was desperately wounded, and I was ohhged to change 
him on the third chaise The day after the hattle 
•Ul the officers were rewarded with the Order of Merit 
For my own part, I remained four weeks among the 
wounded at Schweidnitz, where there were sixteen 
thousand men under the torture of the army surgeons, 
many of whom had not their wounds dressed till the 
riiml day 

I was near three months hef ore I recovered the use 
of my hand I nevertheless rejomed my corps, con¬ 
tinued to perform mr duty, and as usual accompanied 
the King when he went to reconnoitre For some 
time past he had placed confidence in me and his 
kindness towards me continually increased, which 
raised my gratitude even to enthusiasm 

I also performed the service of adjutant during 
this campaign a circumstantial account of which no 
person is hettcr enabled to write than myself, I hav¬ 
ing been present at all that passed I was the 
scholar of the greatest master the art of war ever 
knew, and who bcheved me worthy to receive his in¬ 
structions; but the volume I am writing would bo 
insufficient to contain all that personally relates to 
myself 

I must here mention an adventure that happened 
at thw time, ind whieh will show the art of the great 
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Fredeno in forming yontli for lus service, and de¬ 
votedly attaching them to his person 

I ivas evceedmgly fond of hnntmg, m which, not- 
withstondmg it was severely forbidden, I indulged 
myself I one day returned, laden with pheasants, 
bnt judge my astonishment and fears when I saw the 
army had decamped, and that it was with difficulty 
that I could overtake the rear-gnard. 

In this my distress, I applied to an officer of hussars, 
who instantly lent me his horse, by the aid of which I 
rejomed my corps, which always marched as the 
vanguard- Mounting my own horse, I tremblingly 
rode to the head of my division, which it was my duty 
to precede The King, however, had remarked my 
absence, or rather had been renunded of it by my 
superior officer, who, for some time past, had become 
my enemy 

Just as the army halted to encamp, the King rode 
towards me, and made a signal for me to approach, 
and, seeing my fears in my countenance, said, Wliat, 
are you just returned from huntmg® ' * Tes, your 

Majesty I hope- ” Here intermptmg me, he 

added. “'Well, well, for this time, I shall take no 
further notice, remembermg Fotzdam, but, however, 
let me find you more attentive to your duty 

So ended this affair, for which I deserved to have 
been broken I must remind my readers that the 
Kmg meant by the words remembering Fotzdam, 
he remembered I had been punished too severely the 
winter before, and that my present pardon was m- 
tcnded as a compensation 

This was indeed to thmk and act greatly, this was 
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indeed the true nrt of forming great men* an ai’t 
inncli more efEechud than that of ferocious generals, 
vrho threaten snbaltcms inth imprisonment and chains 
on evcrr slight occasion, and, arhile indulging all the 
ngonrs of militaiv laar, make no distmction of minds 
or of men Frederic, on the contrary sometimes 
pardoned the fadings of genius, arlule mechamc souls 
he mechanicallv punished, according to tlic very letter 
of the laars of arar 

I shall further remark, the Fling took no more 
notice of my late fault, except tliat sometimes, arhen 
1 had the honour to dine anth him, he arould ridicule 
people avho arere too often at the chase, or arho arei© 
so choleric that they took occasion to quarrel for the 
least tnflc 

The campaign passed in different manoeuarcs, 
marches and coimtermarchcs Our corps avus the 
most fatigued as hemg encamped round the King’s 
tent, the station of arhich aras ccntr»l, and as like* 
anse haaing the caro of the vanguard, are arero 
therefore obliged to begin our march tavo hours 
sooner than the remainder of the army, that arc 
xmght be in our place "We also accompanied tho 
Kmg arhenever he arent to reconnoitre, traced tho 
lines of encampment, led the horse to arater, in* 
spccted the lead-quarters, and regulated the march 
and encampment, according to the King's orders, 
the performance of all avluch robbed us of much rest, 
are being but sis officers to execute so many different 
functions 

Stdl further, are often executed the office of couriers, 
to bcc^^ commands to detachments The 
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Sing Tfas particularly eaiaful that the officeis of Ins 
guards, "whom he intended should hoconie oxcellont 
in the art of tactics, should not ho idle in his 
school It irns necessary to do much in order that 
much might he learnt Lahonr, vigilance, activity 
the love of glory and tho love of his country, animated 
all bis generals, into irhom, it may ho said, he infused 
bis spirit 

In this school I gained instruction, and here already 
iras I selected as one designed to instnict otlieis, 
yet, in my fortieth year, a great general at Yienna 
told me, “ My dear Trenck, our discipline would ho 
too difficult for you to learn, foi which, indeed, 3 on 
are too for adiaiiced in life ” Agreeable to this 
wise decision was I made an Austrian invalid, and 
an invalid haae alwa) s remained, a 3 ndgment like this 
would have been laughed at, most cortainl}', at Berlin 

If I mistake not, the famous battle of Soor, or 
Sorau, was fouglit on tho 14t]i day of September 
Tho King had sent so many detachments into Saxony, 
Bohemia, and Silesia, that the mam army did 
not consist of more than twenty-five thousand men 
Neglecting advice, and obstinate in 3 udging his 
, enemy by numbers, and not according to tho ex¬ 
cellence of discipline, and other accidents. Prince 
Charles, blind to tho real strength of the Prussian 
armies, had enclosed tins small number of Pome¬ 
ranian and Brandenburg regiments, nith more than 
eighty-six thousand men, intending to take them all 
pnsonors 

It wiU soon bo scon from my narrative with what 
kind of secrecy his plan was laid and executed. 

B-13 
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Tho cuiQO into my lent about midmght, as ho 
also did into that o£ all the officers, to aTfahen them, 
his orders were, “Secretly to saddle, learo the baggage 
in tho mr, and that tho men should stand ready to 
mount at the word of command ” 

Lieutenant Stndnitz and myself attended tho King, 
■vrho Trent in person, and gave directions through tho 
ttItoIo army, meantime, break of day •was espeeted 
TTith anxiety 

Opposite the defile through mhioh tho enemy sras 
to march to tlio attack eight field-pieces mero con¬ 
cealed behind a hiU The King must necessarily 
have been informed of tho whole plan of tho Aus¬ 
trian general, for he had called in tho advanced 
posts from the heights, that ho might lull him into 
security, and make him imagmo we should be surprised 
in tlio midst of sleep 

Scarcely did break of day appear before the Austnan 
artdlery, situated upon the heights, began to play upon 
our camp, and their cavalry to march through the 
defile to tho attack 

As suddenly were wo in battle array, for in less 
than ten minutes wo ourselves began tho attack, not¬ 
withstanding tho smallness of our number, the whole 
army only containing five regiments of caialry Wo 
fell with such fury upon tho enemy (who at this timo 
were wholly omplojcd in forming their men at tho 
mouth of tho defile, and that slowly, little expecting so 
sudden and violent a charge), tliat wo drove them back 
into tho defile, where they pressed upon each other in 
crowds, tho King himself stood ready to unmask his 
eight ficld-piccM, and a dreadful and bloody slaughter 
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ensued in tliis narrow place, from ivliicli tlio enemy 
Lad not tLo power to retreat This single incident 
gamed the battle, and deceived all the hopes of Prince 
Charles 

Nadasti, Trcnck, and the light troops, sent to attack 
our rear, were emploj ed in pillaging the camp The 
ferocious Croats met no opposition, while this their 
error made our victory more secure It deserves to 
ho noticed that, when advice was brought to the King 
that the cnoni}* had fallen upon and were plnndonng 
the camp, his answer was, “So much the better, they 
have found themselves employment, and will bo no 
impediment to our mam design ” 

Our victory was complete, but all our baggage was 
lost, the Lead-quarters, utterly undefended, were 
totally shipped, andTronck liad, for his part of tho 
booty, the King’s tent and his service of plate 

I have mentioned this circumstance licre, because 
that, in tho year 1740, my cousm Trenck, hai iiig fallen 
into the power of lus enemies, who had instituted a 
legal process agamst him, was accused, by somo 
villanons wretches, of hanng surprised the King m 
bed at the battle of Sorau, and of having afterwards 
released him for a bribe 

"What was still woise, they hired a common woman, 
a native of Brunn, who pretended she was tho 
daughter of Maishal Schwenn, to give m evidence that 
she herself was with the King when Trenck entered 
his tent, whom ho immediately made prisoner, and as 
immediately released 

To this part of the prosecution I m^self^ an 
cyc-witness, can answer the thing was false and 
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impossible Ho ivas informed of tbo intended attack. 

I accompanied tho iratcbfnl King from midnight till 
four in tho moraing, irhich time he employed in nding 
through tho camp, and making the necessary pre¬ 
parations to reoeiTO the enemy, and the action began 
at five Trenck could not take the King m bed, for 
the battle was almost gamed when he and his pandours 
entered tho camp and plimdered the head-quarters 
Ajb for tho tale of Miss Schwenn, it is only fit to 
bo told by schoolboys, or examined by the Inquisition, 
and was A'ory nnwortliy of making part of a legal 
prosecution against an innocent man at Yienna 
This incident, however, is so remarkable that I shall 
giio m this work a farther account of my kinsman, 
and wbatwas called his criminal process, at reading 
which tho world will be astonished My own history 
IS so connected with his that this is necessary, and the 
more so because there are many ignorant or wicked 
people at Yienna, who believe, or afBrm, Trenck had 
actually taken tho King of Prussia prisoner 
Kevor yet was there a traitor of tho name of 
Trenck, and 1 hope to proio, in the clearest manner, 
tho Austrian Trenck as faitlifnlly served tho Empress- 
Queen as tho Prussian Trenck did Prcdenc, his King 
Maria Thciesa, speaking to mo of him some time after 
his death, and tho snares that had been laid for him, 
said, “ Your kinsman has made a hotter end mil 
bo tho fate of his accusers and judges ” 

Of this more hereafter I approach that epoch 
when mj misfortunes began, and when tho snfEorings 
of martyrdom attended mo from youth onuaid till my 
hairs grew grey. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A FEW daj s aftci tho battle of Soian, tbo asnal camp 
postman bronglit mo a letter from my cousin Trenck, 
the colonel of pandours, antedated at Eifck foni 
months, of whieli the following is a cojiy — 

“ Tour letter, of the 12th of Eehruary, from Berlin, 
informs mo you desire to hare some Hungaiian horses 
On these }ou would come and attaek mo and my 
pandours I saw with pleasure, during the last earn* 
paign, that tho Fnissian Trenck was a good soldier, 
and that I might give } on some proofs of my attach¬ 
ment, I then returned tho horses which my men had 
taken If, however, yon wish to have Hungarian 
horses, you must toko mine in like iiiannei fiom mo in 
tho field of battle oi, should }ou so think fit, come 
and 30 in one who will leceno you with open aims, like 
his friend and son, and who mil piocuro you ereiy 
advantage you can desire,” Ac 
At first I was terrified at reading this letter, yet 
could not help smiling Comet 'Wogcnitz, now gencial 
in chief of the Hesse Oassel foices, and Lieutenant 
Grotthansen, both now alive, and then piescnt, wcio 
my camp comindcs I gaie them tho lettci to lerd, 
and they laughed at its contents It was dctennincd 
to show it to our superior officer, Jaschiiislcy, on a 
promise of secrecj, and it was accordingly shown him 
mthiu an hour after it was icceiicd 
The reader will he so kind as to recollect that, as I, 
have before said, it was this Colonel Jaschiusky who 
on tho 12th of Eehruary, the same yeai, at Berlm, pre¬ 
vailed on me to write to the Austrian Trenck, my 
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cousin, iLat lie rcccii ed the letter open, and undertook 
to send it according to its address, also that, in this 
letter, I in jest had asked him to send me some Hun¬ 
garian horses, and, should they come, had promised one 
to Jaschinsky Ho read the letter mth au air of some 
surprise, we laughed, and, it being whispered through 
the army that, in consequence of our late nctory, de¬ 
tached corps would he sent into Himgai^*, Jasclimshy 
said, “ Wo shall now go and take Hungarian horses for 
oursclres ” Here the coniorsation ended, and I, little 
suspecting future consequences, returned to my tent 

I must here remark the following observations — 

1st I had not observed the date of the letter 
brought by the postman, which, as I have said, was 
antedated four months this, however, the colonel did 
not fail to remark. 

2ndly The probability is that this was a not, spread 
for me by this false and wicked man Tlie return of 
my horses, during the preceding campaign, had been 
the subject of much conversation It is possible ho 
had the Kmg's orders to watch mo, but more probably 
ho only preiailed on me to write that ho might entrap 
mo by a fictitious answer Certain it is, my cousin 
Trenck, at Vienna, affirmed to his death he neTOr re¬ 
ceived any letter from me, consequently never could 
send any answer I must tliercforo condnde this letter 
was forged 

Jaschinsky was at this time ono of the King’s 
faiouritcs, his spj oier the armj, a tale-bearer, an 
inventor of wicked lies and calumnies Some 3 ears 
after the event of which I am now speaking, the King 
uas obliged to break and banish him the conntrj 
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Ho was ilieu also ilio paramour of tlio beauteous 
Madame Brossart, wife of tbe Sason resident at Berlin 
and tbero can be little doubt but that tbis false letter 
was, by her means, conveyed to some Saxon oi Austrian 
post'Officc, and tbence, according to its address, sent to 
me Ho bad daily opportunities of infusing suspicions 
into tbe King's mind concerning me, and, nnlniowii 
to me, of pnrsumg lus diabolical plan 

1 must likewise add be was four hundred ducats 
indebted to me At that time I bad always a pleutifid 
supply of money This booty became bis own when I, 
uncvamincd, was arrested, and thrown into prison In 
like manner ho seized on the greatest part of my camp 
eqmpage 

Piirtbcr, wo had quarrelled during om first cam¬ 
paign, because bo bad beaten one of my servants, wo 
even were proceeding to fight with pistols, had not 
Colonel "Winterfield interfered, and amicably ended our 
quarrel The Litbuaman is, by nature, obstinate and 
revengeful, and, from that day, I have reason to bebei e 
be sought my destruction 

God only knows what were the means ho took to 
excite the King’s suspicions, for it is mcrcdiblo that 
Brederic, considenng his well-Knovjn profeBsions of 
public justice, should treat mo in the manner ho did, 
without a hearing, without examination, and inthout 
a court-martial This to mo has over remained n 
mystery, which the King alone was able to explain, he 
afterwards was convinced I was innocent but my 
sufferings had been too cruel, and the miseries ho had 
inflicted too horrible, for me oi or to hope for compen- 
satioii 
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In an oOair of this mtnre irhich mil soon he knomi 
to all Europe, as it longr has heen m Prussia, tlie 
ireakest is nluviTS guilty I hare been made a terrible 
example to this our age. hour true that maxim is in 
despotic States 

A man of my rani, having once unjustly suffered, 
aud not having the power of making his sufferings 
known must ever be highly rewarded or still more 
unjustly punished Stv name and injur es mil ever 
stain the annals of IVcdenc (he Great, even those who 
read this liook will perhaps suppose that I from 
political motives of hope or fear, have sometimes con¬ 
cealed truth by endeavouring to palliate his conduct 
It must ever remain incomprehensible that a mon¬ 
arch so clear-sighted, himself the d.iily witness of 
my demeanour, one well acqn*>intcd mth mankind, and 
conscious I iTuntcd neither money, honour, nor hope of 
future preferment, I say it is incomprehensible that 
he should really suppose me guilty I take God to 
mtnejs!. and all those who knew me in prosjierity and 
misfortune I never harboured a tbongbt of betraying 
my coimfay How was it possible to suspect me? I 
was neither madman nor idiot Limy eighteenth year 
I was a cornet of the body guard, adjutant to the King, 
and possessed bis favour and confidence m the lughest 
degree His presents to me, m one year, "mounted to 
fifteen bnndred dollars I kept seven horses, four men 
in livery, I was valued distinguished, and beloved by 
the mistress of my souL Sly relations held high 
offices, both civil end military, I was even fanatically 
devoted to my King and country, and had nothmg to 
Wish 
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Tliat I slioiild liccomo thus 10 : 0 ( 011011 , in consoqnonco 
of this unfortunate letter, is equally wonderful it came 
by the public post Had there been any cnminnl 
conespondence, my kinsman certainly would not have 
chosen this mode of conrcyance, since, it is well 
known, all such letters are opened, nor could I act 
more openly My colonel read the letter I wioto, and 
also that which I received, immediately after it was 
brought 

The day after the receipt of this letter I was, as I 
have before said, unheard, unaccused, unaudged, con¬ 
ducted like a criminal from the army, b}' fifty hussars, 
and imprisoned in the fortress of Glatz I was allowed 
to take three horses, and my son'auts, but my whole 
eqmpage was left behind, winch I neier saw moie, and 
which became the booty of Jaschinsk} My com¬ 
mission was given to Comet Schatzcl, and I cashiered 
without knowing why There were no legal inquiries 
made all was done by the King’s command 

Unhappy people' where power is superior to law, 
and whore the innocent and the nrtuons meet pun¬ 
ishment instead of reward Unhappy land' where the 
omnipotent “such IS CUE will” supersedes all legal 
sentence, and robs the subject of property, life, and 
honour 

I once more repeat I was brought to the citadel of 
Glatz, I was not, however, thrown into a dungeon, but 
imprisoned in a chamber of the officer of the guard, 
was allowed my servants to wait on mo, and permitted 
to walk on the ramparts 

I did not want'money, and there was only a detach¬ 
ment fiom the garrison mgimcnt in the citadel of 
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Glaiz, tie officers of irlucli were all poor I soon liad 
both fnends and freedom, and the rich prisoner every 
day kept open table. 

He only who had known me in this the ardonrof my 
youth, who had witnessed how high I aspired, and the 
fortuneJhat attended me at Berhn, can imagme what 
my feehngs were at finding myself thus suddenly cast 
from my high hopes 

I wrote submissively to the Kmg, requestmg to be 
tried by a court-martial, and not desinng any favour 
should I be found guilty This haughty tone, in a 
youth, was displeasing, and I received no answer, 
winch threw me into despair, and induced me to use 
every possible means to obtam my liberty 

ZJy first care was to establish, by the intervention of 
an officer, a certain correspondence with the object of 
my he^rt She answered she wns far from supposing 
I had ever entertained the least thought treacherous to 
my country, that she knew, too well I was perfectly 
incapable of dissimulation. She blamed the iireciinta^e 
anger and unjust suspicions of the King; promised me 
speedy aid. and sent me a thousand dneats 

Had I, at this critical moment, possessed a prudent 
and intelligent fnend, who could have calmed my im¬ 
patience, nothing perhaps might have been more ca^ 
than to have obtmned pardon from the Kmg, by prov¬ 
ing my innocence; or, it may be, than to have induced 
him to pumsh my enemies 

. But the officers who then were at Glatz fed the ilamo 
of discontent They supposed the money I so freely 
distributed came all from Hungary, fnnusbed by the 
pandonr chest, and advised me not to suffier my 
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freedom to depend upon the Tnll of the King, hut to 
en 3 oy it in his despite 

It iras not more eaqr to give this adiice than to per- 
snade a man to take it, who, till then, had never en- 
conntered anything hnt good fortnne, and who conse¬ 
quently supported the reverse with impatience I was 
not yet, however, deteimmed, hecause I could not yet 
lesolvc to abandon my country, and especially Berlin.* 

Five months soon passed away in prison: peace was 
coiududed; the King was returned to his capital; my 
commission in the guards was’bestowed on another, 
when Lieutenant Piaschky, of the re^ment of Fonquet, 
and Ensign Beitr, who often mounted guard over me, 
proposed ithat they and I should escape together. I 
yielded, our plan was fixed, and every preparatory 
step taken. 

At that time there was another pnsoner at Glatz, 
whose name was Manget, ly birth a Swiss, and captain 
of cavalry in the Katzmerschen hussars; ho had been 
broken, and condemned by a court-martial to tenyear^ 
impnsonment, with an allowance of only four nx- 
doUars per month 

Having done this man kmdncss, I was resolved to 
rescue him from Irandagc, at the same time that I ob¬ 
tained freedom for myself I communicated mv 
design, and made the proposal, wluch was accepted by 
him, andmeasures were taken, yet were we betrayed by 
tins vile man, who thus purchased pardon and hberty 

Piaschiy, who had been informed that Beitz was 
arrested, saved himself by desertmg I denied the fact 
in presence of Manget, wnth whom I was confronted, 
and bribed the Auditor with a hundred ducats By 
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this means Bcitz only snfEcred a year’s imprisonment, 
and the loss of Ins commission I iras aftemards 
closely confined in a eliamhoi, foi having cndeai oured 
to corrupt the King’s officeis, and ivas guarded n ith 
greater caution 

Here I will interrupt my narratne, for a moment, to 
1 elate an adventiire which happened between mo and 
this Captain Mauget, three years after he Ind thus 
betrayed mo—^that is to say, in 1749, at Warsaw 
1 there mot him by chance, and it is not difficult to 
imagine what was the salutation ho received I caned 
him, ho took tins ill, and challenged me to fight with 
pistols Captain Hencking, of tho Polish gnaids, was 
my second We both fired together, 1 shot him 
through the neck at the fimt shot, and he fell dead on 
the field. 

Ho alone, of all my enemies, ever died by my own 
hand, and ho well niontcd his end, for lus cowardly 
treachory towards tho two brave follows of nhom I 
have spoken, and still more so with respect to my¬ 
self, who had been his bcnefactoi I own, I have never 
reproached myself for this duel, by which I sent a 
rascal out of tho world 

I return to my tale My destiny at data was now 
become more untoward and severe Tho King’s sus¬ 
picions were increased, os likewise was his auger, by 
this my late attempt to escape 
Left to myself, I considered my situation in tho 
worst point of viow, and dotemmed cither on flight or 
death Tho length and closeness of my confinement 
became insupportable to my impatient temper 
I bad nlwnys liad tho garrison on my side, nor was it 
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possible to pvovent inj maldng friends nmoiigfbeni 
Tliej’’ knew I had money, and, in a poor gariisoii icgi* 
ment, the officers of wliicli nro all dissatisfied, lirving 
most of them, been drafted from othei corps, and sent 
thither as a pniushinont, there is as nothing that might 
not he nndertaken 
My scheme was ns follows — 

My window looked towards the city, and was ninety 
feet from the ground in the tower of the citadel, out of 
which I could not got, without lia\ iiig found a place of 
refuge in the city 

Tins an officci undertook to proeuro me, and pre¬ 
vailed on an honest soap-boilei to grant mo a liidiiig 
place I then notched my pon-knifc, and saned 
thiough three iron bars, but this mode was too tedi¬ 
ous, it being necessary to file away eight bars from iny 
wmdow, before I could pass through, anothci officer 
therefore procured mo a file, which I was obliged to 
use with caution, lest I should be overheard by the 
sentmels 

Having ended this labour, I cut my leather portman¬ 
teau into thongs, sewed them end to end, added the 
sheets of my bed, and descended safely fiom this 
astonishing height 

It rained, the night was dark, and all seemed for¬ 
tunate, but I had to wade through moats full of mud, 
before I could enter the city, a circumstance I had 
never once considered I sank np to the knees, and 
after long stmgglmg, and incrcdihlc efforts to extn- 
cato myself, I was obliged to call tbo sentmel, and 
desire him to go and tell tho goieiiior, Trenek was 
stuck fast in the moat 
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Mj misfoitnno ‘nas tlio gieatei on this occasion, 
'becanso tliat General Fonqnet vras then governor of 
Gliitz He Tvas one of tho cruellest of men He had 
been wounded by mj father in a duel, and tho Austrian 
Trench had taken his baggage in 1744, and had also 
laid thoconntiy of Glatz nndei contiibution Ho was, 
theicforo, an enemy to tho very name of Tieiick, noi 
did he lose any opportunity of giving proofs of his 
enmity, and especially on the present occasion, when ho 
left me standing in the mire till noon, the sport of tho 
soldiers I was then drawn out, half dead, only again 
to be imprisoned, and shut up tho whole day, wnthout 
water to wash me Ho one can imagine how 1 looked, 
oxlimsted and dirty, my long hair having fallen into 
the mud, with which, by my struggling, it was loaded 

I remained in this condition till the next day, when 
two fellow-pnsoners were sent to assist and clean 
me 

My imprisonment now became more intolerable Z 
had still eighty lonis d’ors in my purse, which had not 
been taken from mo at my removal into another dun¬ 
geon, and these afteiwards did mo good soivico 

Tlie passions soon all assailed mo at once, and im¬ 
petuous, boibng, youthful blood overpowered reason, 
hoiio disappeared, I thought myself the most unfor¬ 
tunate of men, and my King an irrcconcilcablo 3ndgo, 
more wrathful and more fortified in suspicion by my 
own rashness My nights wore sleepless, my days 
miserable, my soul was tortured by tho desire of fame; 
a consciousness of innocence was a continued stimulus 
inciting mo to end my misfortunes Youth, inexpo- 
ncnced in woo and disastrous fate, beholds ei cvy evil 
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magnified, and desponds on every nevr disappointi^t, 
■more especially after having failed in attempting free¬ 
dom Education had taught me to despise death, and 
these opimons had been confirmed hy myfnend La 
Mettne, author of the famous wt, “L’Hommo Ma¬ 
chine,” or “ Man a Machme ” 

I read mucli my confinement at Glatz, •where 
hooks were allowed me, time was therefore less 
tedious, hut when the love of liberty awoke, when 
fame and affection called me to Berlin, and my baulked 
hopes pamted the TVTetchedness of my situation, when 
I remembered that my loved country, judgmg by 
appearances, could not Imt pronounce me a traitor, 
then Tras I hourly impelled to rush on the naked 
bayonets of my guards, by whom, to me, the road of 
freedom was barred. ’ 

Bigwithsnch-likethoughts,eight dayshadnotdapsed 
since my last fnutless attempt to escape, when an event 
happened which would appear mcrediblc, were I, tlio 
pnncipal actor m the scene, not alive to attest its trutli, 
and might not all Glatz and the Prussian garrison bo 
produced as eye and ear ivitnesses This incident wdl 
prove that adventurous, and even rash, dnrrng ^vill 
render the most improbable undertakings possible, and 
that desperate attempts may often make a general more 
fortunate and famous than the wisest and best con¬ 
certed plans 

Major Boo« came to visit me, accompanied by an 


TUe^e Doo wlioww goTomor oE,Glatz donng the Seven 
leais War, andvrho, having been enipriEed by General Landohn 
^ made prisoner, which occasioned the loss of Glatz The Ene 
broke him rnth mfamy, and banished him vath contempt In 170i 
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go loiind through tho to-\vii and gate of the citadel, so 
that I had the start full half an hour 

A sentinel, howeier, in a narrow passage, endea¬ 
voured to oppose my flight, hut I parried his fixed 
bayonet, and wounded him m the face A second sen- 
i tincl, meantime, ran from tho outworks, to seize me 
'hehmd, and I, to avoid him, made a spring at the 
palisadoes, there I was unluckily caught by the foot, 
and received a bayonet wound in the upper lip, thus 
entangled, they beat mo with tho butt-end of their 
muskets, and dragged mo back to prison, while I 
struggled and defended myself like a man grown de¬ 
sperate 

Certain it is, had I moie caiefuUy jumped the pahsa- 
docs, and despatched tho sentinel who opposed me, I 
might have escaped, and gained the mountains Thus 
might I have fled to Bohemia, after having, at noon¬ 
day, broken from the fortress of Glatz, sprung past all 
its sentmels, over all its walls, and passed with im¬ 
punity, in despite of the guard, who were under arms, 
ready to oppose mo I should not, havnng a sword, 
have feared any single opponent, and was able to con¬ 
tend with the swiftest runners 

That good fortune which liad so far attended me for¬ 
sook mo at the palisadoes, where hope was at an end 
The seventies of impnsonment wcie mcrcascd, two 
sentmels and an under officer were locked in with me, 
and were themselves guarded by sentmels without, I 
was beaten and wounded by the butt-ends of their mus¬ 
kets, my right foot was sprained, I spat blood, and my 
wounds were not cured m less than a month 
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CHAPTER Y 

I TTAS noTT first informed that the Huig had only 
condemned mo to a year’s imprisonment, in order to 
Icam irhothcr his snspicions \rcro 'trell founded. My 
mother bad petitioned foi me, and iras answered, 
“ Tour son must remain a year imprisoned, as a pun¬ 
ishment for his rash coirespondcncc ” 

Of this I was Ignorant, and it was repoitcd in Glatz 
that my imprisonment was for life I liad only three 
weeks longer to repine for the loss of liberty, when 
I made this rasli attempt What must the King 
think ? Was he not ohhged to act mth this seventy ? 
Howconld pnidenco crense my impatience, thns to risk 
a confiscation, when I was certamof receiving freedom, 
justification, and hononr, in thi-ee weeks P But, sueli was 
my adverse fate, circumstances all tended to injure and 
peisecuie me, till at Icngtli I gave reason to suppose I 
wasatraitor.notwithstandingthepuntj of inj intentions 
Once more, then, was I in a dnngcou, and no sooner 
was I there than I formed now projects of flight I 
first gained the intimacj of my guards I had money, 
and this, with the compassion I had inspired, might 
cifcct anything among discontented Prussian soldiers 
Soon had I gained thirty-two men, who wero ready to 
execute, on the first signal, whatcier I should command. 
Two or three excepted, they wore unacquainted with 
each other, thcyconsequentlycould notall be betrayedat 
a time had chosen the sub officer Hicholai to head timm 
The garrison consisted only of one hundred and 
twenty men from the garrison regiment, tho rest being 
diqierscd in tho county of Glatz, and four officers, their 
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commanders, tliieo of •whom trercin my interest Ever3'- 
tliing was prepared, sirords and pistols nere concealed 
111 the oven ivluch was in my prison Wo intended to 
give liberty to all the prisoners, and retire with drums 
beating into Bohemia 

Unfortunately, an Austrian deserter, to wrliom Nicholai 
had imparted our design, went and discoi ored om con- 
spiiacy The governor instantly sent lus adjntmt to 
the citadel, with orders that the officer on guard should 
arrest Eicholai, and, inth Ins men, take possession of 
the casement 

Eicholai was on the guard, audtho lieutenant was my 
fnend, and being in tlio secret, gave tlie signal that all 
was discovered Eicholai only knew all the conspirators, 
several of whom that day were on guard He instantly 
formed his resolution, leaped into the casement, crying, 
“ Comrades, to arms, wo are betrayed > ” All followed to 
the guard-house, whore they seized on the cartridges^ 
the officer haimg only eight men, and thicatcnmg to 
fire on whoever should offer resistance, came to deliver 
^ mo from prison, but the iron door was too strong, and 
the time too short for that to bo demolished Hicholai, 
caUing to me, bid me aid them, but in A’ain and per¬ 
ceiving nothing more could bo done for me,'this hraie 
man, heading nmctcen others, marched to the gate of 
the citadel, where there was a sub-officer and ton sol¬ 
diers, obliged these to accompany him, and thus armed 
safely at Braunau, in Bohemia, for, before the nows 
was spread tlirongh the city, and men were collected for 
the pursmt, they wore nearly half-way on their journey 
Two years after I met with this evtraordinary man 
at Ofenhourg, whoio ho was a wrriter he ontcicd 
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“My tears flow with yonrs, the evil is without 
remedy —1 daie no more—escape if you can My fidelity 
will ever ho the same, when it shall he possible for mo 
to servo yon—^Adieu, unhappy friend you merit a 
hotter fate ’ 

This letter was a thunderbolt —mj comfort, however, 
still was that tho officcra were not suspected, and 
that it was their duty to visit my chamber several 
times a day, and examine what passed from which 
circumstance I felt my hopes somewhat revive Hence 
an adventure happened which is almost unexampled in 
tales of kmght-errantry 

A lieutenant, whoso name was Bach, a Dane by 
nation, mounted guard every fourth day, and was tho 
terror of tho whole gamson, for, being a perfect 
master of arms, he was incessantly mvolved in quarrels, 
and generally left his marks behind him Ho had 
served in two regiments, neither of which would asso¬ 
ciate with him for tlus reason, and ho had been sent to 
tho garrison regiment at Glatz as punishment 
Badi one day, sittmg beside me, related how, the 
evening before, ho had wounded a lieutenant, of tho 
name of Schell, in the arm I rephed, laughing, “ Had I 
my liberty, I believe you would find some trouble in 
woundmg mo, for I have some skill in tho sword.” Tho 
blood instantly flow in his face, we split ofE a kind of 
pair of foils from an old door, which had served me as 
a table, and at the first lunge I hit him on the breast 
His rage became ungovernable, and he left the prison 
What was my astonishment when, a moment after, I 
saw hi m return with two soldiers’ swords, which he had 
concealed under his coat —" Now, then, boaster, prove,” 
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purse at that time only contained some sis pistoles It 
was therefore resolved that Bach should gotoSohweid- 
nitz, and obtain money of a sure friend of mine in that 
ci^ 

Here must I inform the reader that at this pcnod 
the officers and I all understood each other. Captain 
Boder alone excepted, who was exact, rigid, and gave 
tronhle on all occasions 

Major Qnaadt was my kinsman, hy my mother’s side, 
a good, fnendly man, and ardently desirous I should 
escape, seeing my calamities were so much increased 
The four heutenants who successively mounted guard 
over me were Bach, Schroeder, Lnnitz, and ^ St h'll 
The first was the grand projector, and made all prepa¬ 
rations , Scholl was to desert with me, and Schroeder 
and Lnnitz three days after were to follow 

Ho one ought to he suipnscd that officers of garrison 
regiments should ho so readj' to desert They arc, m 
general, either men of violent passions, quarrelsome, 
overwhelmed with debts, or unfit for semco Tlieyare 
usimlly sent to the gamson as a punishment, and are 
called the refuse of the army Dissatisfied with their 
situation, their pay much reduced, and despised by the 
troops, such men, expecting advantage, may ho brought 
to engage in the most desperate undertakmg Hone of 
them can hope for their discharge, and they live in the 
utmost poverty They all hoped hy my means to better 
their fortune, I always having had money enough, and, 
with money, nothing is more easy than to find friends, 
in places where each individual is desirous of escaping 
from slavery 

The talents of Schell were of a superior order, he 
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in his cousin’s regiment, Tiho having prevailed on him 
to serve as a spy, during the campaign of 1744, lie was 
taken in thcPmssian terntoiics, knovni, and condemned 
to he hanged 

Some Swedish volunteers, who were then m tlio 
almy, interested themselves in his behalf, and his 
sentence was changed to peipetnal imprisonment, with 
a sentence of infamy 

This wretch, who two years after, by the aid of his 
protectors, not only obtained his lilierty but a lien- 
tenant<coloncrs commission, was the secret spy of tlic 
ma 3 or over the prisoners, and ho remarked that, notmth- 
standing the express pi ohibition laid on the officers, they 
still passed the greater part of their time in my company 
The 24th of December came, and Schell mounted 
guard He entered my prison immediately, where 
ho conbnued a long time, and we made our arrange¬ 
ments for flight when he next should mount g^ard 
Lieutenant Schroeder that day dined with the gover¬ 
nor, and heard orders given to the adjutant that Schell 
should be taken from the guard, and put under arrest 
Schroeder, who was in the secret, had no doubt but 
that we were betrayed, not knowing that the spy 
Dammtz had informed the governor that Schell was 
then m my chamber 

Schroeder, full of terror, came running to the 
citadel, and said to Schell, “ Save thyself, fnend, all is 
discovered, and thou wilt instantly be put under arrest ” 
Schell might easily have provided for liis own safety, 
hy flying smgly, Schroeder having prepared horses, on 
one of which he himself officred to accompany him into 
Bohemia 
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CHAPTER yi 

It inav not bo luineccs&jrj- to remark those fortunate 
circumstances that favoured onr eulerpriso 
The sim had 3 nst set ns ivo took to flight, the lioai 
frost fell Ho one vronld nm tho risk tlint wo had 
done, by making so dangerous a leap "Wo hoard a 
temble noiso behind ns Evciybody knew us, but 
before they could go round tho citadel, and through 
tho town, in order to pursue ns, wo had got a full half 
league 

Tlio alarm guns were fired before wo wero a hun¬ 
dred paces distant, at whieli mv friend was veiy 
mnch terrified, knowing that in such cases it was 
generally impossible to escape from Glntz, unless tho 
fugitives had got tho start full two hours before tho 
alarm guns were heard, tho passes being immedi¬ 
ately all stopped by tho peasants and hussars, who 
arc exceedingly augilant Ho sooner is a prisoner 
missed than tho gunnci runs from tho guard-house, 
and fires the cannon on tho three sides of the fortress, 
which aro kept loaded day and night for that pur- 
jiosc 

"We wero not fiao hundred paces from tho walls, 
when all before us and behind ns were in motion It 
avas daylight when wo leaped, yet was our attempt as 
fortunate as it was aronderful this I attributed to my 
presence of mind, and tho reputation I had already 
acquired, which mado it thought n service of danger 
for two or three men to attack mo 

It was besides imagined a\o were well proaidcd 
avilh arms for our dcfenco, and it avas little suspected 
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tLai Schell luid only Lis sirord, nnd I an old corporal’s 
sabre 

Among the officers commanded to pnrsuo ns rras 
Lieutenant Bart, my intimate f nend Captain Zerbst, 
of the regiment of Fouqnet, who Lad always testified 
the kindness of a brotber towards me, met us on the 
BoLcmian frontiers, and called to me, “jVTake to the 
left, brotLcr, and yon will see some lone Louses, wLicL 
are on the BoLemian confines tLo hussars hare ndden 
straight forward ” He then passed on as if he ^ad 
not seen ns 

TVe had nothing to fear from the officers, for the 
intimacy between the Fmssian officers was at that 
time so great, and the word of honour so sacred, that 
during my ngorons detention at Glatz I had been 
once six-and-thirty hours htmtmg at Heurode, at the 
scat of Baron Stillfncdo, Lnnitz had taken my place 
in the prison, which the major knew when he came to 
make his Tisit Hence may bo conjectured how g^eat 
was the confidence in which the word of the nufoifunate 
Trenck was held at Glatz, smeo they did not fear let¬ 
ting him leave his dungeon, nnd hunt on the very con¬ 
fines of Bohemia This, too, shows the governor was 
deceived, m despite of his watchfulness and order, and 
that a man of honour, with money, and a good head and 
heart, will never want friends 

These my memoirs will bo tho picture of what the 
national character then was, and will proie that, with 
officers who bved bko brothers, and held their words so 
sacred, the great rrcdenck well might vanquish his 
enemies 

Arbitrary power has now introduced the whip of 
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skvciy, and mechanic anbordinahon has eradicated 
those nohlo and rational incitements to concord and 
hononr Instead of ■which, mistmst and slansh fcai 
Linng arisen, the cnthnsiastic spirit of the Branden- 
hnrg warrior declines, and into tins error Laro most of 
the other Enropcan States fallen 

Scarcely had I borne my fnend tlirco hnndicd paces 
before I set him down, and I looked round me, but 
darkness came on so fast that I could see neither town 
nor citadel, consequently, wo outscItcs could not bo 
seen 

My prescnco of mind did not forsako mo death or 
freedom was my determination “"Wlicro are we, 
Schell ? ” said I to my fnend “ "Wliero does Bohemia 
ho ? on which side is tho mer Nciss ? ” The worthy 
man could make no answer his mind was all confusion, 
and he despaired of oiu escape he still, however, en¬ 
treated I would not let him bo taken ahve, and affirmed 
my labour was all in vain 

After having promised, by all that was sacred, I 
wonld save him from an infamous death, if no other 
means were left, and thus raised his spints, ho looked 
round, and knew, by some trees, we were not far from 
the city gates I asked him, “ ‘Where is the ITeiss ? ” 
Ho pomted sideways—“All Glatz has seen ns fly 
towards tho Bohemian mountains, it is impossible wo 
should avoid the hussars, the passes being all guarded, 
and wo beset with enemies ” So saying, I took him 
on my shoulders, and carried him to tho Heiss, here 
we distinctly heard the alarm sounded m the villages, 
and the peasants, who likewise were to form tho 
bne of desertion, were everywhere in. motion, and 
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spreading tlic alarm As it may not be known to all 
my readers m wliet manner they proceed on these 
occasions in Fmssia, 1 will here give a short account 
of it 

Officers are dally named on the parade whose duty it 
15 to follow fugitives as soon as the alarm-gims are 
fired 

The peasants in the Tillages, likewise, are daily ap¬ 
pointed to rnn to the guard of certain posts The officers 
immediately fly to these posts to see that the peasants 
do their duty, and prercnt the prisoner s escape Thus 
docs it seldom happen that a soldier can effect hts 
escape unless he be, at the tcit least, an hour on the 
road before the alarm-gnns are fired. 

I now retum to my story 

I came to the Keiss, which was a little frozen, en¬ 
tered it with my fnend, and earned him as long as I 
could wade, and when I could not feel tho bottom, 
wluch did not continue for more than a space of 
eighteen feet, he clung round me, and thus we got 
safely to the other shore 

2Iy father taught all lus sons to swim for which 
I have often had to thank him, smee br means of 
this art, which is easily learnt in childliood I had on 
various occasions preserved my life, and was more 
liold in danger Princes who wish to make their 
subjects soldiers, should have them educated so as to 
fear neither fire nor water How great would be the 
advantage of being able to cross a nver with whole 
batrabons, when it is necess'>ry to attack or retreat 
before the enemy, and when time will not permit to 
prep ire bndges ’ 
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Tlio reader •mil easdv suppose smmming m tlio 
mulsl of Doccinber, and remaining nftcnvnids oigliiccn 
hours in Ibo open nir, was a sei oro hardship Ahont 
pc\cn o’clock the hoai-fog nas succeeded by fiost and 
moonlight The cnrt^iiig of my friend kept mo iram, 
it IS true, bnt I began to lie tired, nlnlo ho BnlTcrcd 
cicrything that frost, tho pain of n dislocated foot 
(which I in lain endeavoured to reset), and tho dnngei 
of death from a thonsand hands, could inflict 
"Wo -were somewhat moro ti-anqnil, however, having 
reached the opposite shore of tho Xciss, siuco nobody 
would pursue ns on tho road to Silesia I followed tho 
course of tho rn er for half an hour, and having once 
passed tho first villages that formed tho lino of deser¬ 
tion, mill -whieli Schell was perfectly acquainted, wo in 
a luck}* moment fonnd a fisherman’s boat moored to tho 
shoro, into this wo leaped, crossed tho rn or again, and 
soon gained the moniitains 
Hero being come, wo sat onrsolvcs do'wn nwliilo on 
the snow, hopo revived in our hearts, and wo held 
council concerning hon it was best to act I cut a 
stick to assist Scholl in hopping forward ns well as ho 
could when I was tired of carrying him, and thus wo 
continued oiir route, tho difBcnltics of which were 
increased by tho mountain snows 
Thus iiassed tho night, dnriiig which, up to tho 
middle in snow, wo made bnt littlo way Tliero were 
no paths to bo traced in tho mountains, and they woro 
in many places impassable Day at length appeared 
wo thought onrsolvcs near tho frontiers, winch arc 
twenty English miles from Glnta, when wo suddenly, 
to oni great terroi, hcaid tho city clock shiko 
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Overwhelmed, as "we were, by hunger, cold, fatigae, 
and pam, it Tras impossible ive shonld hold ont throngh 
the day After some consideration, and another half- 
hom'’6 labonr, we came to a Milage at the foot of the 
mountain, on the side of which, about three hundred 
paces from us, wo perceived two separate houses, which 
inspired ns with a stratagem that ivae successful 
Wo lost our hats in leaping the ramparts, but Schell 
had preserved his scarf and gorget, which would give 
him authority among the peasants 
I then cut my fiugei, rubbed the blood over my face, 
my shut, and my coat, and bound up my head, to give 
myself the appearance of a man dangoionsly wounded 
In this condition I earned Schell to tlie end of the 
wood not far fiom these houses, here ho tied my hands 
behind my back, but so that I conld easily disengage 
them in case of need and hohblcd after me, by aid of 
his staff, calling for help 

Two old peasants appeared, and Schell commanded 
them to run to the Milage, and tell a magistrate to 
come immediately with a cart “I have seized this 
knave,” added he, “ who has killed my horse, and in 
the struggle I have put out my ankle, however, I have 
wonnded and bound him, fly qmckly, bring a cart, 
lest he should die before he is hanged ” 

^ for me, I suffered myself to be led, as if half- 
dead, into the house A peasant was despatched to the 
■nllage An old woman and a pretty girl seemed to 
take great pity on me, and gave mo some bread and 
milk but how great was our astomshment when the 
aged peasant called Schell by bis name, and told him 
ho well knew wo were deserters, having tho night 
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before been at a neigbbonnng alelionse irhere tbe 
officer in pnrsmt of ns came, named and described ns, 
and related tbe irhole history of onr flight The 
peasant knew Schell, bccanse his son served m his 
company, and had often spoken of him when he was 
qnartercd at Habelschwert 

Presence of mind and resolntion were all that were 
now left I instantly ran to the stable, while Schell 
detained the peasant in the chamber He, however, 
was a worthy man, and directed him to the road to¬ 
ward Bohemia We were still abont some seven miles 
from G-latz, having lost ourselves among the monntains, 
where wo had wandered many miles The daughter 
followed me I found three horses in the stable, bnt 
no bndles I conjnred her, in the most passionate 
maimer, to assist mo she "rt'as affected, seemed half 
willing to follow me, and gave me two bndles I led 
the horses to the door, called Schell, and helped him. 
With his lame leg, on horseback The old peasant then 
began to weep, and beg I would not take his horses, 
bnt he luckily wanted courage, and perhaps the will to 
impede us, for with nothing more than a dung-fork, 
in our then feeble condition, he might have stopped ns 
long enough to have called in assistance from the 
viUage 

And now behold us on horseback, without hats or 
saddles, Schell with his uniform scarf and gorget, 
and I in my red regfimental coat Still we wcio in 
danger of seeing aU our hopes vamsh, for my hors-' 
would not stir from the stable, however, at list, good 
horseman-like, I made him move Schell led the way, 
and we had scarcely gone a hundred paces, before we 
C—13 
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perceived the peasants coming in crowds from tho 
TiUago 

As kind fortune would have it, the people were all 
at church, it bemg a festival the peasants Scholl had 
sent were obliged to call aid out of church ' It was 
but nine in the morning, and had tho peasants been at 
home, we had been lost past redemption 

We wore obliged to take the road to Wunshelburg, 
and pass through the town where Schell had been 
quartered a month before, and in whicdi he was known 
by everybody Our dress, without hats or saddles, 
sufficiently proclaimed we were deserters our horses, 
however, continued to go tolerably woD, and wo had 
the good luck to get through the town, although there 
was a gamson of one hundred and eighty infantiy, and 
twelve horse, purposely to arrest deserters Schdl knew 
tho roadtoBrummem, whore we amvedat eleveno’clock, 
after having met, asl before mentioned, Captain Zerbsf 

He who has been in the same situation only con 
imagine, though ho never can describe, all tho 3 oy we 
fdt An innocent man, langmshing in a dungeon, 
who by his own endeavours, has broken his chains, and 
regamed his liberty, in despite of all tho arbitrary 
power of prmces, who vainly would oppose him, 
conceives in moments like these such an abhorrence of 
despotism, that I could not well comprehend how I 
ever could resolve,to live under governments where 
wealth, content, honour, liberty, and life all depend 
upon a master’s will, and who, were his intentions the 
most pure, could not bo able, smgly, to do onstice to a 
whole nation 

Hover did I, during hfe, fed pleasure more exquisite 
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tlian at this moment Mj fnend for me had risked a 
shameful death, and noir, after barmg earned him at 
least twelve hours on my shoulders, I had saved both 
him and myself "We certainly should not have suffered 
any man to bring ns, alive, back to Glatz Tet this 
was bat the first act of the tragedy of 'which I was 
doomed the hero, and the mournful incidents of which 
all arose out of, and depended on, each other 


CHAPTER Vn 

Gotrui X have read the book of fate, and'have seen 
the forty years’ fearful afflictions that were to follow, 
I certainly should not have rejoiced at this my escape 
from Glatz One year’s patience might have appeased 
the imtated monarch, and, taking a retro^ect of all 
that has passed, I now find it would have been a 
fortunate circumstance, had the good and faithful 
Schell and I never met, since he also fell into a train 
of misfortunes, which I shall hereafter relate, and from 
which ho could never extricate himself, but by death 
The sufferings which I have smee undergone will be 
lead with astonishment 

It IS my consolation that both the laws of honour 
and nature justify the action I may serve as an 
example of the fortitude with which danger ought to 
be encountered, and show monarchs that m Germany, 
as well as m Rome, there are men who refuse to crouch 
beneath the yoke of despotism, and that philosophy 
and resolution are stronger than even those lords of 
slaves,'TOth all "their threats, whips, tortures, ahd 
instruments of death 
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In Prussia, \vhere my sufferings might have ma^ 
me supiiosed the ^oxst o£ traitors, is my iimocen^ 
acknoirledged. and instead of contempt. 

there have I gamed the love of the 

TThich IS the best compensation for all ^ 

suffered, and for havmg persevered in 

prmciples taught me m my youth, 

have been by envy and malicious potver I hi^e not 

time further to moralise, the numerous incidents of 

my life tvould otherwise swell this volume to too great 

‘“•STm freedom at Braunau, on the Bohemian 
frontiers, I sent the two horses, with the 
sword, back to General Fonquet, at Glatz Tim letter 
accompanymg them was so ple.a^g to him that ^ 
the sentmeb before my pnson door, as well as the 
guard nndcr arms, and all those we passed, were 
obb-rad to run the gauntlet, although the very day 
hef«^ he had himself declared my escape was now 
rendered impossible He however was deceived, and 
tans do the mean revenge themselves on the miserable, 


and the trrant on the innocent 

And now for the first time did I quit my conntrv, 
ond flv like Joseph from the pit mto winch his false 
brcthiin had cast him, and in this the present moment 
of ioT for mv escape, the loss even of friends and 
conntry appeswed to me the excess of good fortune 
The estates wludi had been purchased by the blood 
of mv forefathers were confiscated, and thns was a 
aonth of one of the noblest families m the land, whose 
heart was all zeal for the service of Ins Kmg and 
country, and who was among those most capable to 
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render them eemce, banished by his nnjust and misled 
King, and treated lite the -worst of miscreants, male¬ 
factors, and traitors 

I wrote to the King, and sent him a tme state of 
my case, sent mdubitablo proofs of my innocence, and 
supplicated justice, but received no answer 

In this the monarch may be justified, at least in my 
apprehension A wicked man had maliciously and 
falsely accused me, Colonel Jaschinsky had made bun 
suspect me for a ti-aitor, and it was impossible he 
should read my heart The first act of injustice had 
been hastily committed, I had been condemned nn- 
nnheard, unjudged, and the injustice that had been 
done me was known too late, Predcnc the Great 
found he was not infaUiblo Pardon I would not ask, 
for I had committed no offence, and the King would 
not probably o-ffn, by a reverse of conduct, he had 
been gmlty of injustice My resolution •increased his 
obstinacy- but, m the discussion of the cause our 
power was very unequal 

The monarch once really loved me, he meant my 
punishment should only be temporary, and as a trial 
of my fidebty That I had been condemned to no 
more than a year’s impnsonment liad neyer been told 
mo, and was a fact I did not learn till long after 

Major Doo, who, as I have said, was the creature 
of Fouqnct, a mean and covetous man, knowing I 
had money, had always acted the part of a protector 
as he pretended to me, and contmuaUy told mo I was 
condemned for bfe Ho perpetually turned the con¬ 
versation on the great credit of Ins general mth the 
King, and his own great credit-with the general For 
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tho -present of a horse, on which^ I rode to Grlat 2 , he 
gave mo freedom of -walking'about'the fortress; and 
for another, worth a hundred ducats, I rescued Ensign 
Reitz from death, who had been betrajed when 6n- 
doavduring to effefct our escape I ha-vo been assured 
that on that very day on Winch I snatched his sword 
from Ins side’, desperately passed through the garrison, 
and leaped the -vvalls of tho rampart, he was oicpressly 
come to toll mo, after somo prefatory tlireats, that by 
hiB general’s intercession, my punishment was only to 
bo a year’s imprisonment, and that consequently I 
should bo1:olcased in a few da>s 
How Tile wero means' like those to wrest money 
from the unfortunate' Tho Ring, after tins my'mad 
flight, certainly was never informed of tho major’s base 
cunmngf ho could only bo told that, rather than wait 
a, few days, 1 had chosen, m this desperate manner, to 
make'my escape, and go over to tho enemy 
Tims deceived and strengthened m lus suspicion; 
must ho not miagmo my desire to forsake my country, 
itild desert to tho enemy, was unbounded ? How could 
ho do otherwise than imprison a subject who thus en¬ 
deavoured to injure lum and aid liis foes ? Thus, by 
tho calumnies of wicked men, did my cruel destiny 
dailj become mote sevfcro, and at length render the 
deceived monarch irreconcilable and cruel 
' Tot how could it bo supposed that I would not 
•wiUmgly have remained throe weeks longer in prison, 
to"hnvo boon honourably restored to liberty, to liave 
prevented tho confiscation of my estate, and to have 
ouco more rctumod to my beloved mistress at Berbn 
' 'And now was I in Bohemia, a fugitive stranger with- 
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out money, protector, oi friend, and only twenty yeais 
of ago ' 

In the campaign of 1744 I had been qnartered at 
Brannau'with a weaver, whom I advised and assisted 
to bnry his effects, and preserve them from being 
plundered Tlio worthy man received us with 3 oy and 
gratitude I had bved in tins same house but two 
years before as absolute master of him and his fate 
I had then mne horses and five servants, with the 
lughest and most favourable hopes of futurity, but 
now I came a fugitive, seeking protcctibn, and having 
lost all a youth like me had to lose 
I had but a single louis-d or in my purse, and Schell 
forty kreutzers, or some three shillings, with tius 
small sum, m a strange country, we had to cure lus 
sprain, and provide for all our w ants 
I was determined not to go to my cousin Trenck at 
Yienua, fearful tlus should seem a 3 nsiification of all 
my imputed treasons, I rather wished to embark for 
the Bast Indies, than to have recourse to this expedient 
The greater my deboaoy was the greater became my 
distress Iwrotc to my mistress at Berlin but received 
no answer, possibly because I could not mdicate anj- 
certain mode of conveyance My motlier believed me 
guilty, and abandoned mo, my brothers were still 
minors, and my friend at Scliwoidnitz could not aid 
me, bemg gone to Honigsborg 

After three weeks’ abode at Braunau, my friend re¬ 
covered of hiB lameness Wo had been obliged to sell 
my watch, with lus scarf and gorget, to supply our 
necessities, and had only four fionns remaining 
From the pubbe papers I learned'my cousin, the 
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Anstnan Trencli, ■was at tins time dosolv confined, 
and nndor criminal prosecution It mil easily bo 
imagined wliat cfEect this nows bad upon mo 

ITcTor till now bad I folt any incouTeniencc from 
poverty, my wants bad all been amply suppbed, and 
I bod ever lived among, and been biglily loved and 
esteemed by, the first people of the land I was desti* 
tnto, mtbont aid, and nndeiermmed how to seek em¬ 
ployment, or obtain fame 

At length I determined to travel on foot to Pmssia 
to my mother, and obtain money from her, and after¬ 
wards enter into the Bnssian service Schell, whose 
destiny was linked to mine, would not forsake mo 
TVe assumed false names I called myself Knert, and 
Schell, Lesch, then, obtaimng passports, like common 
deserters, wo left Brannau on the 21st of January, m 
the evomng, unseen of any person, and proceeded to¬ 
wards Biehtz in Poland A friend I Imd at Keurode 
gave me a pur of pocket pistols, a musket, and three 
ducats, the money was spent at Brannau Here let 
mo take occasion to remark I hod lent this fnend, m 
iirgentncccssity, a hundred ducats, which he still owed 
mo, and when I sent to request payment, ho returned 
me three, as if I had asked chanty 

Tliough a circumstantial description of our travels 
alone would fill a volume, I shall only relate the most 
singular accidents which happened to us, I shall also 
insert the oonmal of our route, which Scholl had pre¬ 
served and gave mo in 1776, when he came to see mo 
at Aix.-la-OhopoIle, after an absence of thirty years 

This may bo called the first scone in which I ap¬ 
peared as an adventurer, and perhaps my good fortune 
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may even have overbalanced the had, since I have 
escaped death fnll thirty times when the chances were 
a hundred to one agamst me, certain it is I undertook 
many things in which I seemed to have owed my jirc- 
servation to the veiy rashness of the action, and in 
which others equally brave would have found death 


JOmiXAIi OF TEATELS 02s FOOT 

From Braunau, in Bohemia, through Bieht:, in Poland to 
MesenUfJi and from Meterdtch, by Thom, to Flbing, tn 
the vhole 169 milet,*performed mtliout leggino or tttaling 

January ISth 1747 —^From Braunau by Politz, to 
Xachod, three miles, we having three flonns forty-five 
kreutzers in our purse 

Jan 19—^To Iseustadt Here Schell bartered his 
uniform for an old coat, and a Jew gave him two flonns 
fifteen kreutzers in excliange, from hence we went to 
Heichenau, in all, three miles 

Jan 20 —e went to Leitomischl, five miles Here 
I bought a loaf hot out of the oven, which eatmg 
greedily, had nearly caused my death This obbgcd 
us to rest a day, and the extravagant charge of the 
landlord almost emptied our purse 

Jain22 —^From Trubau, to Zwittau, m Moravia, four 
miles 

Jan. 23 —^To Sternberg, six miles This day’s jour- 

* The Gennsn mile oontaiss from four to seren miles, 

and this Tanabon appears to dei>end on the ignorance of tlie people 
and on tlie roads leing m some places bat little freqnented. It 
seems probable the Baron and his fnend might trard about SOI 
English miles —Tni'tsuiiOB. 
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nor excessively fatigued poor ScbcU, Jiis sprained 
anMc being still extremely weak 
Jan 24 —To Leipnik, four miles, in a deep snow, 
and with' emptv stomachs Here I sold my stock- 
bncHe for four florins 

Jan 25—To Preibcrg, by T7eiskircli, to Draho* 
tnscli, five miles Early m the morning we found a 
■riolm and case on the road, the innkeeper in "Weis- 
kirch gave us two flonns for it, on condition that he 
should return it to the owner on proving his nght, it 
bemg worth at least twenty 
Jan 26 —^To Eriedek, in Upper Sdesia, two miles 
Jan 27 —To a villago, four miles and a half 
Jan 28 —Through Skotseliau, to Bi^tz, three miles 
This was 'the last Austrian town on the frontiers of 
Poland, and Captain Capi, of the regiment of Man- 
schall, who commanded -the gomson, demanded our 
passports "We had false names, and called ourselves 
common Prussian deserters but a drummer, who had 
deserted from Glatz, know us, and betrayed us to the 
captain, who -immediately arrested us veiy rudely, and 
sent us on foot to TcsChin (refosmg us a hoarmg), 
four miles distant 

Hero we found Licnt.>Goloncl Baron Schwotzer, a 
perfectly worthy man, who was highly mterested in 
our behalf, and who blamed the irregular arbitrary 
conduct of Captain Capi I frankly related my ad¬ 
ventures, and he used every possible aigument to per¬ 
suade me, instead of continuing my journey through 
Poland to go to Tienna, but in vam, my good genius, 
tins tune, preserved me—^would to God it ever had • 
How many miseries had I then avoided, and how easily 
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might I have escaped the snares spread for me by the 
powerful, who ha\o sowed on my property, and m 
order to secure it, have hitherto rendered mo nsoloss 
to the state by depriving me of all post or preferment 

I returned, therefore, a second time to Boilitz,,tra- 
velbng these four miles once more Schwarror lent 
us his own horse and four ducats, which I have since 
repaid, but which I shall never forget, as they were of 
signal sorvico to me, and procured mo a pair of new 
boots 

Irritated against Captain Capi, wo passed through 
Beilitz without stopping, went immediately to Biala, 
the first town in Poland, and from thenco sent Oapi a 
challenge to fight mo, n ith sword or pistol, but re¬ 
ceived no answer, and his non-appearance has ever 
confirmed him in my opinion a rascal 

And hero suffer mo to take a retrospective viow of 
what was my then situation By tho orders of Capi I 
was sent prisoner as a contemptible common deserter, 
and was unable to call him to account In Poland, 
indeed, I had that power, but was despised as a vaga¬ 
bond because of my poverty "Wliat, alas ’ arc the ad¬ 
vantages which tho love of honour, science, courage, or 
desire of famo cau bestow, wanting tho means that 
should introduce us to, and bid us walk erect in tho 
presence of our equals ? Youth depressed by poverty, 
IS robbed of the society of those wl'® l>ost can afford 
example and mstniction I liad lived fanubar witli 
tho great, men of genius had formed and enlightened 
mo, I had been enumerated among tho favountes of 
a court, and now was I a stranger, unknown, un- 
esteemed, nay, condemned, obliged to endure tho ex- 
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tremcs of cold, linnger, and tlnrst, to Trandcr many a 
weary mile, suffeiing both in body and mind, while 
every step led me farther from her whom most I 
loved, and dearest, yet had I no fixed plan, no certain 
knowledge in what these my labonrs and snfterings 
should end 

I was too prond to discover myself, and, indeed, 
to whom could I discover myself in a strange land P 
My name might have availed me in Austria, but in 
Austria, where this name was known, would I not 
remain, rather than seek my fortune there, I was 
determined to shun whatever might tend to render mo 
suspicions in the eyes of my country How liable was 
a temper so ardent as mine, in the midst of difficnlties, 
fatigues, and disappomtments, hard to endure, to be¬ 
tray mo into all those errors of which rash youth, 
unaccustomed to hardship, impatient of contrariety, 
are so often guilty' But I had taken my resolution, 
and my faithful Schell, to whom hunger or case, con¬ 
tempt or fame, for my sake, wore become mdifferent, 
did whatever I desired 

Once more to my 3 ounial 

Peb 1 —‘We proceeded four miles from Biala to 
Oswintzen, I having determined to ask aid from my 
sister, who had mamed Waldow, and lived much at 
her ease on a fine estate at Hanmer, in Brandenburg, 
between Lansberg, on the "Warta and Mesontsoh, a 
frontier town of Poland Por this reason we continued 
our route all along the Silesian confines to Mcsontsch 

Pob 2—^ToBobrek and Elkusch, five miles We 
suffered much this day because of the snow, and that 
the lightness of our dress was ill smted to such severe 



or BAEON TBEBCK 


•weather Schell negligcntlv, lost onr piirse, in ■which 
were nine florins I had still, however, nineteen 
grosch in my pocket (abont half-a-cro'wn) 

Feb 3 —^To Cmmclew, three miles, and 
Feb 4 —^To "Wladowiegud Joreck, three miles more, 
and from thence, on 

Feb 5 —^To Czenstocho'wa, -where there is a magnifl- 
cent con-rent, concerning which, had I room, I might 
■write many remarkable things, much to the disgrace 
of its inhabitants 

"Wo slept at an inn kept by a very worthy man 
whoso name was Lazar He had been a bentenant in 
the Anstnan service, whore he had snftercd mnch, and 
was now become a poor innkeeper in Poland. We 
had not a penny in onr purse, and requested a bit of 
bread The generous man had compassion on ns, and 
desired us to sit down and cat with himself I then 
told him who wo were, and trusted him -with the mo¬ 
tives of our journey Scarcely hod we supped before 
a carriage arrived with three people They liad their 
own horses, a servant and a coachman 
This IS a rcmnrkablo incident, and I must relate it 
circumstantially, though as briefly as possible 
We had before met this carnage at Elknsch, and 
one of these people had asked Schell where we were 
going, he had replied, to Ozenstochowa, we there¬ 
fore had not the least suspicion of them, notwitlistand- 
ing the danger we ran 

They lay at the inn, saluted us, but with indifPercnce, 
not seeming to notice ns, and spoke little We had 
not been long in bed, before onr host came to awaken 
us, and told ns -with snrpnse, these pretended mer- 
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cianfs were sent fo mresf ns from Prussia, that thev 
Iiad offered, first, fifty, afterwards a linndred dncafs 
if ho would permit them ts take ns in Ms house, and 
carry ns into Silesia. that he liad firmly rejected the 
proposal though they had increased their promises 
and that at last they liad given him sis ducats to eH' 
gage his silence 

TTe dearly saw these were an officer and under- 
officers sent hy Grcneral Fonqnet, to recover ns ‘VTe 
conjectured by what means they had discovered our 
ronte and imagined the information they had received 
conld only come from one Lieutenant Molinic of the 
garrison of Habelschwcrt, who had come to visit 
Schdl. as a fnend dnrmg our stay at Bnnnan. He 
had remamed with ns two days, and liad asked many 
gnestions concerning the road we should take and he 
was the only one who knew it Ho was probably the spy 
of Ponqnct, and the cause of what happened afterwards 
yrhich. however ended in the defeat of onr enemies 

The moment I heard of this infamous treachery, I 
was for entering with my pistols pruned, into the 
enemy^s chamber, hut was prevented by Schdl and 
Lazar the latter entreared me in the strongest man¬ 
ner, to remain at Ms house till I should receive a SHp- 
ply from my mother, that I might he enabled to con- 
tinne my jonrney with more ease and less danger but 
his entreaties were ineffectual I was determmed to 
see her, uncertain as I was of what effect my letter 
had produced. Lazar assured me we should, most 
infallihly, be attacked on the road “So mncli the 
better,* retorted I; " that will give mo an opportunity 
of despatching them, sending them to the other wotli 
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and shoohug them as I Tvonld higlnvaj^men’” They 
departed at br6ak of day, and took the road to Warsaw 

Wo would have boon gone,likewise, but Laisar,msomo 
sort, forcibly detained ns, and gave ns the suc^dncats 
he had received from the Prussians, with which wo 
bought us each a shirt, another pair of pocket pistols, 
and other urgent necessanes, then took an afEeotionato 
leave of our host, who directed us on our way, and wo 
testified our gratitude for the great services done ns 

Fob 6 —^Prom Czenstochona to Dankow, two miles 
Hero wo expected an attack Lazar had told ns our 
enemies had one musket I also had a musket, and an 
excellent sabre, and each of ns was provided with a 
pair of pistols > They knew not wo were so well 
armed, winch perhaps was the cause of ^ their panic, 
when they came to engage 

Peb 7 -^We took the road to Farsemechi*. we had 
not been an hour on the road, before wo saw a 
carnage', as wo drew near, wo knew it to bo that of 
our enemies, who protended it was sot m tho snow 
Thoy wore round it, and when they saw Us approach, 
began to call for help This,- wo guessed, was an 
artifico'to entrap us Schell was not strong, thoy 
would all have fallen upon me, and we should easily 
have been carried off, for thoy wanted to take us alive 

Wo loft tho causeway about thirty paces, answormg 
—“wo had not time to give thorn holp,” at winch 
thoy all ran to their carnage, drew out theirpistols, and 
rotummg full speed after us, called, “Stop,rascals 1” 
Wo began to run, but I suddenly tummg round, pre¬ 
sented my piece, and shot the nearest dead on the 
spot 'Schell fired his pistols, our oppressors did tho 
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bPiue, and Schell received a hall m the neck at this 
dischaige It was now my turn, I took out my pistols 
one of the assailants fled, and I enraged, pursued 
mm three hundred paces, overtook him, and os he was 
diifendmg himself with his sword, perceiving he hied 
rud made a feehlc resistance, pressed upon him, and 
gave him a stroke that brought him down I instantly 
returned to Schell, whom I found m the power of two 
others that were dragging him towards the carriage, 
but when they saw me at their heels, they fled over 
the fields The coachman perceivmg which way the 
'tattle went, leaped on his box, and drove oft full speed. 

Schell, though delivered, was wounded with a ball 
in the neck, and by a cut m the right hand, which had 
made him drop his sword though he affirmed he had 
run one of his adversaries through 
1 took a silver watch from the man I had killed, and 
was going to moke free with his purse, when Schell 
entiled, and showed me a coach and six coming down • 
1 lull To stay would have exposed us to have been 
lmprl^oned as highwaymen, for the two fugitives 
who had escaped us would certainly liave borne wit¬ 
ness against us Safety could only be found in flight 
I, however, seized the musket and hat of him I h-d 
urst killed, and we then gained the copse, and aftir 
that the forest The road was round about, and it 
was mght before we reached Farsemeclu 
Schell was besmeared with blood, I liad bound up 
hiS* wound the best I could, but m Polish villages no 
surgeons arc to be found, and he performed his 
journey with great difficulty "We met with two 
Saxon under-officers here, who were recrmtmg for the 
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regiment of guards at Dresden My six feet height 
and person pleased them, and they immediately madb 
themsoli es acquainted nnth mo I found them intel¬ 
ligent, and entrusted them with our secret, told them 
who we were, related the battle wo hod that day 
liad with our pursuers, and I had not reason to re¬ 
pent of my confidence in them Schell had his 
wounds dressed, and we remained seven days with 
these good Saxons, uho faithfully kept us company 
I learned, meantime, that of the four men by whom 
wo had been assaulted, one only, and tlio coachman 
returned to Gktz The name of the officer who under¬ 
took this Tile busmess was Grcrsdorf, ho had a hun¬ 
dred and fifty ducats m Ins pocket when found dead 
How great would our good fortune have been, Imd 
not that cursed coach and six, by its appearance, made 
us take to flight, since the booty woidd have been most 
just ’ Portune, this time, did not favour the innocent, 
and though treacherously attacked, I was obhgcd to 
escape bkc a guilty wretch Wo sold the watch to 
. d Jew for four ducats, the hat for three florins and 
a half, and the musket for a ducat, Schell being 
unable to carry it farther Wo left most of this money 
belund us at Parsemechi A Jew surgeon sold us some 
dear iilaisters, which we took mth us and departed 
Peb 15—^Fium Parsemechi, through Yielum, to 
Biala, four miles 

Peb 16—^Tlvrough Jenschow to Misorcen, four 
miles and a half 

Peb 17 —^To Osterkow and Schwarzwald, three miles 
Peb 18—^To Sdunc, four miles 
Peb 19—^To Goblm two mdcs 
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Hbco WO arrived wholly destitute of money I 
sold my coat to a Jew, who gave me four florins 
and a coarse waggoner's frock, in exchange, which I 
did not 1 think I should long need, as wo now 
drew nearer to where my sister lived, and where I 
hoped I should he better equipped Schell, however, 
grew weaker and weaker, Ins wounds healed slowly, 
and were expensive, the cold was also in 3 unou 8 to 
him, and, as he was not by nature cleanly m his 
person, his body soon became the harbour of every 
species of vermm to bo picked up in Poland We 
often arrived wet and weary, to our smoky, reeking 
stove-room Often were wo obbged to he on straw, 
or bare boards, and the various hardships wo suf¬ 
fered are almost incredible Wandering as we did, 
in the midst of wmter, through Poland, where hu¬ 
manity, hospitahty, and gentle pily, are scarcely so 
much as known .by name, whore merciless Jews deny 
the poor traveller a bed, and where we disconsolately 
strayed, without bread, and almost naked these were 
sufferings, the full extent of which ho only can con¬ 
ceive by whom -they have been felt Mj musket non 
and then procured ns an occasional meal of tame 
geese, and cocks and hens, when tlicse wore to be 
had, otherwise, wo never took or touched anythmg 
that was not our own We met with Saxon 
and Prussian recruiters at various places, all of 
f whom, on account of my youth and stature, were 
eager to mvoiglo mo I was highly diverted to 
hear them enumerate all the possibibtics of future 
greatness, and how liable T ^ras hereafter to become 
a corporal nor was I less meiTy with their mead. 
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ale, and brandy, given vrith an intent to make me 
dmnk Tims ive had many artifices to guard against, 
but tbns had tvc likevnsc, very luckily for ns, many a 
good meal gratis 

Feb 21 —yfo ivcnt from Goblin to Pngmtz, three 
miles and a half 

Feb 22—^Through Stoichnest to Schmicgel, four 
miles 

Hero happened a singnlar adventure The peasants 
at this iilacc ivcro dancing to a ^^lo scraper on the 
violm I took the instrument myself, and played 
•n'lulo they continued their hilarity They were mucli 
pleased mtli my playing but wlieu I was tiiod, and 
desired to have done, they obliged me, firat by im¬ 
portunities, and afterwards by threats, to play on all 
night I was so fatigued, I thought I should have 
fainted, at length they qnairelied among themselves 
Scholl was sleciMiig on a bench, and some of them 
foil upon his wounded hand ho lose fnrions I seized 
onr arms, began to lay about me, and whilo all was 
in confusion, we escaped, without furlher ill-treatment 

“Wliat ample subject of meditation on the lanons 
turns of fate did this mght afford' But two years 
before I danced at Berlin with the daughters and 
sisters of Icings and hero was I, in a Polish Imt, a 
ragged, almost naked musician, playing for the sport of 
Ignorant rustics, whom I was at last obliged to fight 

I was mjself the cause of the trifling misfortune that 
befell me on this occasion Had not iny vanity led mo 
to show these poor peasants I was a musician, I might 
have slept in peace and safety The same vain dcsiro 
of pro^mg I knew more than other men, made mo 
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tlirongli life tlie continned nchm of envr nnd slander 
Had natnre, too, bestoTred on mo a -wealmr or a de¬ 
formed body, I had been less observed, less conrted. 
less songht, and my adventnres and mishaps had been 
fcirer Thus the merits of the man often become 
his miseries, and thus the bear, having learned to 
dance, mnst live and die in chains 
Tins ardour, this vamty or| if yoti please, this emu¬ 
lation, has, however taught me to vanquish a thou¬ 
sand difBiciilties, under which others of cooler passions 
and more temperate desires would have sunt May 
my example remain a warning, and thus may my 
sufferings become somewhat profitable to the world, 
cruel as they have been to myself' Cruel they were, 
and cruel they must continue, for the wounds I hava 
received are not, will not, cannot be healed 
Feb 23—From Schmiegel to Eabonitz and from 
thence to Kaiger HolLaud, four miles and a half 
Here we sold to prevent dying of hunger a shirt and 
Schell’s waistcoat for eighteen grosch or nme scho«- 
tacks I had shot a pullet the day before which 
necessity obbged us to eat raw -1 also killed a crow, 
which I devoured alone, Schell refusing to taste 
Tonth and hard travelling created a voracions ap¬ 
petite, and our eighteen grosch were soon expended 
Fch 24—^TTe c‘'me through Bcnren to Lettel, four 
miles Here we halted a day to learn the road to 
Hammer, m Brandeubrag where my sister lived I 
h.appened luckily to meet with the wife of a Prussian 
soldier who lived at Lettel and belonged to Kolschen, 
where she wa<5 liom a vassal of my sister's husband 
I told her v-^’o I was and she became onr guide 
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Feb 26 —^To Ktirscben and Faltenwalde 
Feb 27.—^Throngb Uenendorf and Oost, and after¬ 
wards tbrongb a pathless wood, five miles and a half 
to Hammer, and here I knocked at mj sister^s door at 
mne o’clock m the evening 


OHAPTEE Vm 

A MCAIDSEETAST came to tbo door, whom I knew, 
her name was llatr, and she bad been bom and 
bronght np m my father’s bonse She was terrified at 
seeing a sturdy fellow in a beggar’s dress, which 
pcrceivmg, I asked, “ Molly, do not yon know me ? ” 
She answered, “ 2fo, ” and I then discovered myseE 
to her I asked whether my brother-m-law was at 
home Mary rephed, “ Yes, but he is sick in bed ” 
“ TeU my sister, then,” said I, " that I am here ” She 
showed me mto a room, and my sister presently came 

She was alarmed at seeing me, not knowing that I 
had escaped from Glatz, and ran to inform her hus¬ 
band, but did not return 

A quarter of an hour after the good Mary came 
weepmg, and told ns her master commanded ns to quit 
the premises instantly, or he should be obbged to have 
ns arrested, and delivered np as prisoners My sister’s 
husband forcibly detained her, and 1 saw her no more 

'What my feelings must be, at such a moment, let 
the reader imagme I was too proud, too enraged, 
to ask money, I furiously left the house, nttermg a 
thousand menaces against its inliabitants, while the 
kind-hearted Mary, still weoinng, slipped three ducats 
into my hand, which I accepted 
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And, now belioM n$ once more in the wood, which 
was not ahore a Imndrcd paces from, the honse, half 
dead with hunger and fatigue, not daring to enter ,any 
habitation, while in the states of Binudenburg, and 
dragging our weary stops all night through snojr and 
ram, until our guide at length brought ns back, at day¬ 
break, once again to the town of Lettcl 

She herself wept in pily at our fate, and I could 
only give her tiro ducats for the danger she had 
run, but I bade her hope more in future, and I 
afterwards sent for her to Vienna, in 1751, where I 
took great care of her She was about fifty years of 
age, and died my servant in Hungary, some weeks 
before my mifortnnato journey to Dantzic, where I 
fell into my enemies’ hands, and remained ten years a 
prisoner at Magdeburg 

"Wo had scarcely reached the wood, before, in the 
anguish of my heart, I exclaimed to SdicU, “ Does 
not such a sister, my friend, deserve I should fire her 
house over her head?” The wisdom of moderation, 
and cabn forheirance, was in Schell a virtne of the 
highest order, ho was my continual mentor, my 
giude, whenever my cholenc temperament was dis¬ 
posed to violonce I therefore honour his ashes, he 
deserved a better fate 

“Friend,” said he, on this occasion, "reflect ttipf , 
your sister may bo innocent, may be withheld by her 
husband, besides, should the King discover we had 
entered her doors, and she had not delivered us agam 
into his power, she might become as miserable as we 
were Be more noble minded, and think that even 
should your sister be wrong, tbo lime may come 
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wlien lier cMdren may Btaad in need o£ jonr assist- 
aneo, and you may liave tlie indescribable pleasure of 
retummg good for CTil ” " i 

I never shall forget this escollcnt adyicc, which 
in reality was a prophecy My rich brother-in-law 
died, and, during the Bussian war, his lands and 
houses wore daid desolate and in mins, and, nme- 
tcen years afterwards, when released from my im¬ 
prisonment at Magdcbuig, I had an opportumty of 
servmg the children of my sister Such are the 
turns df • fate, and thus do improbabilities become 
facts 

My sister justified her conduct, Schell had con- 
Uoctuxed the trath, foroton years after I was thus 
expelled her house, she showed, durmg my imprison¬ 
ment, she was really a sister She was shamefully 
betrayed by Weingarten, secretary to the .Anstnan 
ambassador at Serhn, lost a part of her property, 
and at Jongih her life fell lan innocent saendee to her 
brother > 

This event, which is interwoven with my tragical 
history, will bo related hereafter my heart bleeds, 
my very soul shudders, when I recollect this dread- 
fulrscono 

, 1 have not the means fully to recompense her chil¬ 
dren, and Weingarten,'the 3 nst object of. vengeance, 
IS long since m the grave, for did he exist, the earth 
should not hide him from my sword 

I shall now continue my journal deceived m the 
aid I, expected, ,I was obliged to change my plan, 
,and go to my motheri who lived in Prussia, nine miles 
beyond Konigsbcrg 
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and Pnissinn dcsei-lors, and llnnking ino tlicir equal, 
•vvronld force mo io become one of tlicir band But, 
venturing to tell my story io their leader, ho pre¬ 
sented me until n croum, gave us a small provision of 
bread and meat, and suffered ns to depart in peace, 
after having been four and tircnty hours m their 
company 

March 9 — "W e proceeded to Lapnschin, three miles 
and a half, and the 10th to Thorn, four miles 

A now incident here happened, vrlnch showed I was 
destined, by fortune, to a variety of adventures, and 
continually to sfmgglc with now difBcnlties 

There uas n fair hold at Tliom on the day of our 
arrival Suspicions might well arise, among the 
crowd on seeing a strong tall j oung man, wretchedly 
'•lothcd, with a large sabre bj his side, and a pair of 
pistols in hiB girdle, accompanied by another ns poorly 
apiiarclled as himself, with his hand and neck bound 
up, and nnned likeinse with pistols, so that altogether 
ho more resembled a spectre than a man 

■\Vc went to an inn, bnt were refused entertainment 
I then asked for the Jesuits’ college, ■nhero I inquired 
for the father rector They supposed at first I was a 
thief, como to seek an asylum After long waiting 
and mnch entreaty his Jesuitical highness at length 
made his appearance, and rceciicd me ns the Grand 
Mogul would Ins slave My case eortainly was 
pitinblo I related all tho c^cnts of my lifo, and tho 
jinrport of my journey, eonjnrcd him to save Scholl, 
who was imablo to proceed further, and whose wounds' 
grow daily worse, and prayed linn to entertain him at 
the convent tdl I should have been to my mother. 
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tlipif ovm liiorarcliy, anti fotind a power, on orroV and 
Ignorance, winch is dcstructn o o£ all moral virtue 
Lot ns proceed Monmfnl and angrjI left the 
college, and went to ray lodging-honso, where I found 
a Pmssinn recruiting officer wailing for mo, who used 
all his arts to cugago mo to enlist, offering mo five 
hundred dollars, and to miko mo a corporal, if I 
could write I protended I was a Li\ onion, who had 
deserted from tho Austrians, to rotum homo, and 
claim an mhcritancc left mo hy my father After 
much persuasion, ho at length told mo in confidence, it 
was Toiy well known in the town that I i\as a robber, 
that I should soon bo taken before a magistrate, but 
that if I n onld enlist ho would ensiiro my safety 
Tins languago was new to mo, my passion rose 
instaiitancousl} i I remembered my name was Trcnck, 
I'struck him, and drew my sword, but, instead of 
defending hnnself, ho sprang out of the chamber, 
charging tho host not to let mo qiut'tho house I 
know tho town of Thom had agreed with tho King of 
Prussia', Secretly, to deliver up deserters, and began to 
fear tho doiiscqncuces Looking through tho window, 
I presently saiv two und'’r Prussian officers enter the 
house Scholl and T instantly flow to our arms, and 
met tho Pnissians at tho chamber door “Make 
way,” cried I, presenting my pistols Tho Prussian 
soldiers drew their swords, but retired with fear 
Going out of the house, I saw a Prussian lieutenant, 
in tho slrcot, with tho town-guard These I overawed, 
likewise, by the same means, and no ono durst oppose 
mb, though ever) ono cried, “Stop thief i” I came 
safely, however, to tho Jesuits’ convent, but poor 
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Schdl 'n'as taken, and dragged to pnson like a male¬ 
factor 

Half mad at not bung able to rescue bun, I imagmed 
be must soon be dclirered np to tbo Fmssians My 
reception vras mneb better at tbc convent than it bad 
been before, for they no longer doubted but I was 
really a tbief, wbo sought an asylum I addressed 
mys^ to one of tbc fathers, wbo appeared to be a 
good kmdof a man, relating briefly what bad happened, 
and entreated be would endeavour to discover why 
they sought to molest ns 

He went out, and returmng m an hour after, told 
me, "Xobody knows yon a considerable theft was 
yesterday committed at the fair all suspicions persons 
are seized, yon entered the town accontred bke banditti 
The man where yon put np is employed as a Prussian 
cnbster, and has announced you as suspicions people 
TbcFmssnmlicntenant therefore laid complaint against 
youjondit was thought necessary to secure your persons ” 

My joy, at hearmg this, was great Our Moravian 
pasqwrt, and the journal of our route, which I had m 
my pocket, were full proofs of our innocence I 
requested they would send and mqniro at the town 
where we lay the night before I soon convmced the 
Jesmt I spoke truth, ho went, and presently returned 
with one of the syndics, to whom I gave a more full 
account of myself The ^dic examined Schell, and 
found his story and mme agreed, besides wbch, our 
papers that they hod seized, declared who we wore 
I passed the night m the convent without closmg my 
eyes, revolving in my mind all the ngouts of my fate 
I was still more disturbed for Schell, who knew not 
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whcro I wai>, but reinniued linnlj* x>oisnadod wo slioiild 
bo coudnctcd to Borbn, and, if so, dctcrmmod to put 
a ponod to bis life 

Mj doubts wero all onded at ten m the morning, 
■when my good Jesuit armed, and was followed by my 
fncud SehcU Tlio 3 iidgcs, be said, bad found us 
innocent, and declared us free to go where wo pleased, 
adding, bowovci,tbatbc nd\iscdus toboupon our gpaard, 
we being uatebed by the Prussian oubstors, that the 
lieutenant bad hoped, bj Inning ns committed as 
thlc^cs, to obbgo mo to enter, and that bo would 
account for all that bad happened 

I gai 0 Schell a most alfcctionato welcome, who bad 
been ^ol•y ill used when led to prison, because be 
oudeavcrired to defend himself intb his loft band, and 
follow me The people bad tbroim mud at him, and 
called him a rascal that would soon bo banged Scholl 
was little able to travel farther Tbo fathor-roctor 
sent us a ducat, but did not see us, and tbo chief 
magistrate gave each of us a crorni, by way of 
indemnification for false imprisonment Thus sent 
awaj, wo lotumcd to our lodging, took om bundles, 
and immcdiatol} prepared to leave Thom 

As wo wont, I reflected that, on tbo road to Elbmg, 
we must pass through soicrol Prussian villages, and 
mquired for a shop whore wo might purebaso a map 
We were directed to an old woman who sat at tbo door 
across tbo way, and wore told sbo bad a good assort¬ 
ment, for that her sou was a scholar I addressed 
myself to her, and my question pleased bor, I bavmg 
added wo were unfortunate travellers, who wished to 
find, by tbo map, the road to Bussia She showed us 
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into a cliamber, laid an atlas on the table, and placed 
herself opposite me, irhilo 1 osamined the map, and 
cndcaronred to hide a bit of a ragged raffle that had 
made its appearance After steadfostlj looking at 
me, she at length exclaimed, nrith i sad and monmfal 
tone—** Grood Grod* irho knons irhat is non- become of 
my poor son' I can see, sir, "yon too are of a good 
family Mr son ironld go and seek his fortnne, and 
for these eight years hare I had no tidings of him 
He mast noir be in the Anstnan cavaliy ” I asked in 
what regiment “!Ehe regiment of Hohenhem, you 
are his very pictnre” **Is ho not of my height?” 
* Yes, nearly” “ Has he not light hair®” “Yes, 
like yonrs, sir ” ** What is his name ? ” “ TTir name 
is William” ‘‘Ifo, my dear mother,” cned I, 
** Wilham IS not dead, he was my best friend when I 
was with the regiment ” Here the poor woman conld 
not contain her joy She threw herself ronnd mi 
neck, called me her good angel who bronght her happy 
tidings asked me a thonsand questions which I easdy 
contnred to make her answer herself, and thus, forced 
by imponons necessity, bereft of all other means, did I 
act the deceiver 

The story I made was nearly as follows —I told her 
I was a soldier in the regiment of Hohenliem, that I 
had a furlough to go and see mv father, and tliat I 
should return in a month, would then take her letters, 
and undertake that, if she wished it, her son should 
purchase his discharge, and once more come and bre 
with his motlier I added that I should be for ever 
and infinitely obliged to her, if she would suffer my 
comrade, meantime, to bvo at her house, he being 
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Wliat could I do 5* The innkeeper perhaps -was 
pnry to the theft Mt reckomn^ amounted to eighteen 
Pobsh grosch The surly landlord pretended to 
b'dieve I had no money when I entered his house and 
I was ohhged to give him the only spare shirt I had, 
witli a silk liandkerchiof, which the good woman of 
Thom had made me a present of, and to depart with¬ 
out ■» single heller 

March 16—set off for Manenhurg, hut it was 
impossible I should reach this place and not fall into 
the hands of the Prussians, if I did not cross the 
Vistula, and, unfortunately, I had no money to pay 
the ferry which would cost two Polish schellings 

Pull of aimety, not knowing how to act, I saw two 
fishermen in a boat, went to them, drew my sabre, and 
obliged tliom to land me on the other side, when there 
I took the oars from these timid people 3 nmped out of 
the boat, pushed it off the shore, and left it to drive 
with the stream 

To what dangers does not povertv evpose man' 
These two Pohsh scheUiugs were not worth more than 
half a kreutzer, or some halfpenny, yet was I driven by 
necessity to commit violence on two poor men, who 
had they been as desperate in their defence as I was 
obliged to be in my attack, blood must have been 
spilled and lives lost, hence it is evident that the 
degrees of gmlt ought to be strictly and minnteh 
inqmred into, and the degree of punishment propor¬ 
tioned Had I hewn them down with my sabre, I 
should surely have been a murderer, but I should like¬ 
wise surely have been one of the most innocent o,' 
murderers Thus we see the value of money is not to 
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bo csiimntcd by any specific snm, small or great, bnt 
according to its necessity and nso Hoir littlo did I 
imagine wlion at Berlin, and money was treated by mo 
with liixiinons neglect, I may say, with contempt, 
I should bo driven to the hard necessity, for a sum 
so apparently despicable, of committing a noleiico 
which might have had conscqnonces so dreadful, and 
liavo led to the commission of an act so atrocious < 

1 found Savon and Prussian recruiters at Marien- 
burgh, with whom, having no money, I ate, drank, 
listened to their proposals, gave them hopes for the 
morrow, and departed by daybreak 
March 17 —^To Elbing, four miles 
Hero I mot with my former worthy tutor, Bro- 
dowsky, who was become a captain and auditor in 
the Pobsh regiment of Golz Ho mot mo just as I 
entered the town I followed triumphantly to his 
quarters, and here at length ended the painful, long, 
and adventurous 30 umoy I had been obliged to per¬ 
form 

This good and kind gentleman, after providing mo 
with imraodinto necessaries, wrote so affectionately to 
my mother, that she came to Elbing in a week, and 
gave mo every aid of which I stood in need 
The pleasure I had m meeting once more this 
tender mother, whoso qualities of heart and xmnd 
were equally excellent, was ino^ressible She found 
a certain mode of convejing a letter to my deal 
mistress at Berlin, who a short time after sent mo 
a bill of exchange for four hundred ducats upon 
Dantzic To this my mother added a thousand rix- 
dollars, and a diamond cross worth nearly half as 
d«-13 
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mncli Tfcmnmed ft forhuglit -with itfo, and porsiskd, in 
spito of all romonstraneo, m adnfiing too io go to 
Vienna My determination had been fixed for Petors- 
bnrg, all my fears and apprehensions being awahened 
at the tbongbt of Vienna, and which indeed afterwards 
became the sonree of all my cmel sniforhigs and 
sorrows She would not yield in opinion, and promised 
her future assistance only m case of my obcdicuce, it 
was my duty not to continue obstinate 'Hero shollcft 
me, and I hare nercr seen her since She died lu 1751, 
and I hare ever held her memory in veneration It was 
a happiness for this affectionate mother ihat she did not 
live to bo a witness of my afflictions in the year 1754 
An adventure, resembling that of Joseph in Egypt, 
happened to mo in Elbing The wife of the worthy 
Brodowsl^, a noman of infinite personal nttnehon, 
grew partial to me, but I durst not act nngntefully 
by my benefactor. Never to see mo more W!i8>too 
painful to her and she oven proposed to follow me, 
secretly, to Vienna I fdt the danger of my situation, 
and doubted whether Pohphar’s wife offered tempta¬ 
tions so stroug as Madame Brodowsky I owned I 
had an affection for tins lady, bnt my passions wore 
overawed She preferred mo to hor husband, who was 
in years, and veri ordinary in person Had I yielded 
to the lightest degree of guilty that of the present en¬ 
joyment,, a few diiys of pleasure mnst hove been 
followed by years of bitter repentance 
Having once more assumed my proper name and 
cliaractcr, and made presents of acknowledgment io 
tbe ivortby tutor of my youth I became eager to return 
to Thom 



03? BASON OSENCK 


99 


>Hotc great was my 307 at again meeting my honest 
SoheU’s land old woman had treated ihim like a 
mother She was surprised, < and half terrified, at 
seemg ime enter, m > an officer’s uniform, and accom- 
paniaihy two.seryants I'gratefnllyrand rapturouslyi 
lassed ;hor hand, repaid, with thapkfnlness, ereryi 
espense (for Schell had <been, nurtnred. with truly 
mat^mahkindness}, told her/who I was, acknowledged 
the deceit I had put upon her,concermng ,her son, hut 
faithfully premised to giro- a true, and'not fictitious 
account of him, immediately on my amval, at 
Vienna Schell was ready in three days, and we left 
Thom, came to Warsaw, and passed thence, through 
Orakow, to Vienna 

f 

.1 inqmrcd for Captain Gapi, at Sihtz, who had 
before 1 given me so kind a reception, and refused me 
satisfaction, hnt ho was gone, and I did not meet with 
hini ^till some years after, when the cunning Italian 
madeume the most hnmble apologiqs for his conduct 
So goes the world 

iHy 3 oumey,from Dantzie- to Vienna would not 
furnish mo with an interestmg page, though my travels 
on footfhithcr would have aJforded thneo as much as 
X'havo written, • bad I not been fearful of tnfiing 
with the reader’s patience 

In poverty one misfortune follows another The 
foot-passenger sees the world, becomes acquamted 
witiiit,eonverscs with men of every class The lord 
luxuriously jloUs and slumbers in his carnage, while 
his servants pay innkeepers and postillions, and passes 
rapidly over a kingdom, in which he sees some dozen 
houses,? called, inns, and this ho colls travelling I 
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met mtli more adventures in tins my journey of 169 
miles, than afterwards in almost as many thousand, 
when traveling at case, m a carnage 
Here, then, ends my journal, in which, from the 
hardships thorem related, and numerous others 
omitted, I seem a kind of second Bohinson Crusoe, 
and to have heen prepared, by a gradual increase and 
repetition of sufferings, to endure the load of afSiction 
which I was afterwards destined to bear 
Amved at Vienna in the month of Apnl, 1747 
And now another act of the tragedy is going to begm 


CHAPTER IX 

Afteb having defrayed the expenses of travelling 
for mo and my friend Schell, for whose remarkable 
history I will endeavoim to find a few pages in due 
course, I divided the three hundred ducats which 
remamed with him, and, having stayed a month at 
Vienna, ho went to join the regiment of Pallavicini, in 
which he had obtained a lieutenant-colony’s commis¬ 
sion, and which was then in Italy 

Hero I found my cousin, Baron Francis Trenck, 
tlic famous partisan and colonel of pandours, impri¬ 
soned at the arsenal, and involved in a most pciplexing 
prosecution 

This Trenck was my father’s brother’s son TTir 
father liad been a colonel and governor of Leitschau, 
and had possessed considerable lordships in Sclavonia, 
those of Fletcmitz, Frcstowacz, and Fakratz After the 
siege of Vienna, in 1683, ho had left the Prussian service 
for that of Austria, m whidi he remamed sixty years 
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That I may not hero mtonmpt my story, I shall 
givo some account of tho life of my consm Baron 
Francis Trcnck, so renowned m tho war of 1741, in 
another part, and who fell, at last, tho shameful sacri¬ 
fice of envy and avarice, and received the reward of all 
his great and faithful services in tho prison of tho 
Spidherg 

Tho vindication of tho family of tho Troncks requires 
I should speak of him, nor will I, in this, suffer 
restraint from the fear of any man, however powerful 
Those indeed who sacrificed a man most ardent in his 
country’s service to their own private and selfish views, 
are now in their graves 

I shall insert no more of Ins history hero than what 
IS interwoven with my own, and relate tho rest in its 
proper place 

A revision of his suit was at this time instituted 
Scarcely was I arrived in Tionna before his confi¬ 
dential agent, M Leber, presented mo to Prince 
Charles and the Bmporor, both know tho services of 
Tronck, and tho malice of his enemies, therefore, 
permission for mo to visit him in his prison, and pro¬ 
cure him such assistance as he might need, was 
readily granted On my second audience, the Em¬ 
peror spoke so much in my jiorsccuted cousin’s favour 
that I became lughly interested, ho commanded me to 
have recourse to him on all occasions, and, moreover, 
owned tho president of the council of war was a man 
of a very wicked character, and a declared enemy of 
Trenck This president was tho Count of Lowen- 
walde, who, with his associates, had boon purposely 
seleeted as men proper to oppress tho best of subjects 
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Tho ^mt soon took anotliec faco, tlie good Empresb 
Qttceni. wlio liad been deceived, was soon bettor 
informed, and Tronck’s innocence appeared, on the 
ronsiou of tho process most evidently Tho trial, 
which had cost them twenty-seven tliousaud florins, 
and the sentence which followed, wore'proved to have 
been partial and nn 3 ast, and that siicteen of Trenches 
officers, who most of them had been broken for 
difficrent offences, bad porjnrcd themselves to insure 
his destruction 

Jt IS a most i-cmarkablo mrcnmstanco that public 
notice was gneu, in tho Vienna Gazette, to tho follow¬ 
ing purport 

“All those iwho have any complaints to make 
against Tronck, lot them appear, land they shall 
leceive a ducat per day, so long as tho prosecution 
contmues ” 

It will readily bo imagined < how fast his acensers 
would increase, and what kind of people they were 
Tho pay of these witnesses alone amounted -to fifteen 
thousand floms I now began tho labour in con¬ 
currence with Doctor Gerhanor, and tho cause soon 
took another turn, but such was tho state of things, 
it would hai e been necessary to have broken all tho 
members of the council of war, as well as counsellor 
"Weber, a man of great power Hius, unfortunately, 
politics began to intorfcro witli tho course of yustico 

Tho Empress Queon gaio Ticnck to understand she 
required ho should ask her pardon, and on that con- 
difaou all proceedings should bo i stopped, and ho 
immediately set nt liberty Prmco Charles, n ho know 
tho court of Yicniia, adiiscd mo also to persuade my 
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consin io comply, bnt nothing could shaho his 
TGSoInliou Fcobng his right and innocence, lie de¬ 
manded strict ;jnstico, and this made mm more swift 

I soon learned Trcnck mnst fall a sacridcc—he Was 
rich—^his enemies alroadj had flitidcd among them 
more than eighty ihonsand -florins of Ins property, 
which was all scqnostered, and in their hands They 
had treated him too craoUy, and know him too well, 
not to dread his Tcngcanco the moment ho should re¬ 
cover his freedom 

I was moved to tho sonl at his sufferings, and as he 
had 1 ented -public threats, at tho prosiicct of approach¬ 
ing nctoiy over his enemies, they gained over the 
Court Confessor riid, dreading him as they did, put 
cacrj wily art in practice to insure his destmction I 
therefore, in the fulness of my heart, made him the 
brotherly proposition of escaping, and, Jianng obtained 
Ins liberty, to prove his innocence to the Empress 
Queen I told him my plan, which might easily haa c 
been put in ovccnlion, and winch he seemed porfcctlj 
decided to follow 

Some days after, I was ordered to wait on field- 
marshal Count Konigscck, governor of Yionna Tins 
respectable old gentleman, whose memory I shall 
ever icvorc, behaacd to me like a father and tho fnend 
of humanity, advised mo to abandon my eousin, who 
he gave me clearly to understand had bctra}cd me 
by having revealed my proposed plan of escape, 
"Willing to sacrifice mo to his ambition in order to 
justify the puntj of his intentions td the court, and 
show that, instead of wishing to escape, lie only desired 
justice 



104 


THE IIEE AND ADVENTUHE8 


Gonfonndcd at the cowardly action of one for whom 
I would willingly have sacrificed my life, and whom I 
only sought to deliver, I resolved to leave him to his 
fate, and thought myself exceedmgly happy that the 
worthy field-marshal would, after a fatherly admonition, 
smother all farther inquiry mto this affair 
Z related this black trait of ingratitude to Fnnce 
Charles of Lorraine, who prevailed on me to again 
see my cousin, without lettmg him know I knew what 
had passed, and still to render him every service m 
my power , 

Before I proceed I will here give the reader a por¬ 
trait of this Trenck 

Ho was a man of superior talents and unbounded 
ambition, devoted, even fanatically, to his sovereign, 
his boldness approached temerify, he was artful of 
mind, wicked of heart, vindictive and nnfeebng His 
cupidity equalled the utmost excess of avance, even m 
his thirty-tlurd year, in which he died Ho was too 
proud to receive favours or obligations from any man, 
and was capable of ridding himself of his best friend 
if he thought ho had any claims on his gratitude or 
could get possession of his fortune 
Ho knew I hod rendered him very important services, 
supposed his cause already won, having bribed the 
judges, who were to revise the sentence, inth thirty 
thousand fiorins, which money I received from his 
fnend Baron Lopresti, and convoyed to these honest 
counsellors 1 know idl his secrets, and nothing more 
was necessary to prompt his suspicions and bad heart 
to seek my destruction 

Scarcely had a fortnight elapsed, after his havmg 
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first botraycd mo, beforo tbo following romorkable 
oTont bapponcd 

I loft him ono ovoning to rotnm bomo, taking nndor 
my coat a bag with papers and documonts relating to 
tbo prosecution, wbicb I bad been examining for bim, 
and transcribing Tbero were at tbis time about five- 
aud-twenly officers in Vienna wbo bad laid complaints 
against bim, and wbo considered mo as tbcir greatest 
onemy because I bad laboured earnestly m bis defence 
I was tbereforo obliged, on all occasions, to bo upon 
my guard A report bad boon propagated tlirougb 
Vienna that I was secroUy sent by tbo ICing of Prussia 
to free my cousin from imprisonment, be, however, 
constantly demed, to tbo bom of bis death, bis over 
having written to mo at Berlin, bonce also it ivill 
follow tbo letter I received bad been forged by 
Jascbmslgr 

Leaving tbo Arsenal, I crossed tbo court, and per¬ 
ceived I was closely followed by two men lu groy 
roquelauros, wbo, pressmg upon my heels, bold loud 
and insolent conversation concerning tbo runaway 
Prussian Tronck I found they sought a quarrel, 
which was a .tbmg of no great difficulty at that mo¬ 
ment, for a man is never moro disposed to ducUiug 
than when be has nothing to lose, and is discontented 
with his condition I supposed they wore two of tlie 
accusing officers broken by Tronck, and endeavoured 
to avoid thorn, and gain tbo Jew’s place 

Scarcely bod 1 turned down the street that leads 
tbitbor before they qmckened their pace I turned 
round, and m a moment received a thrust with a sword 
in the loft side, whore I bad put my bag of papers. 
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me buck to icll me, “ I 'vnll iako care and pay ydnr 
nndertakor, ’ for he ccriainlj' believed I Bhonld never 
rcinrn alive 

I ran novr, Inlf-dcspainng, to Baron Loprcsli, 
who gave me fifty dncala and a pair of pistols,’pto- 
vidod iviih 11111011 I chcerfnllj repaired to the field of 
battle 

Here I found half a dozen officers of the garrison 
As I liad few acquaintances in YiOnlin, I had no second, 
except an old Spanish invalid caiitain, named Poroy)-A 
who met me going in nil haste, and, liaviiig learned 
whither, would not leave mo > . . 

Lieutenant K—^n was the first with whom I fought, 
and who received satisfaction by a deep wound m the 
right arm Hereupon I desired tlio siiccfafors to 
preicnt farther nnsclucf, for my own part I had 
nothing more to demand Liontenant F—g next 
entered the lists, with threats, u Inch wore soon quieted 
by a lunge in the hellj Horenpon Lieutenant JI~-f, 
second to tho first wounded man, told mo i cry angrily— 
"Had I been yonr man, you would hoic found a very 
different reception ” My old Spaniard of eighty 
proudly and immediately advanced, with his long 
wluskers and tottering frame, and cned—“Hold' 
Trenek has proved himself a bravo fellow, and if any 
man thinks 'proper to assault him further, ho 'must 
first take a breathing with mo” Evcr^lbody laughed 
at this bravado from ■ a man who scarcely could stand 
or hold a sword I replied—" Friend, I am safe,' un¬ 
hurt, and want not aid, shonid I bo disabled, jou 
then, if you think proper, may take my place, but, as 
long as I can hold a sword, I shall take pleasure ui 
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satisfying all these gontiomon one after another ” I 
would liave rested myself a moment, hut the haughty 
M—enraged at the defeat of his friend, would not 
give mo time, but furiously attacked me, and, having 
been wounded twice, once in the hand and again in the 
groin, he wanted to close and smkme to the grave with 
himself, but I disarmed and throw him 

If one of the others had any dosire to renew the con¬ 
test My three enemies were sent hleedmg to town, 
and, as M—^f appeared to he mortally wounded, and the 
Jesuits and Capuchins of Vienna refused mo an asylum, 
I fled to the convent of Koltonhorg 

I wrote from the convent to Colonel Baron Loprestii 
who came to mo I told him all that had passed, and 
by his good offices had liherly, m a week, to appear 
once more at Vienna 

The blood of Lieutenant P —g was in a corrupt 
state, and his wound, though not in itself dangerous, 
made his life doubtful Ho sent to entreat I would 
visit him, and, when I went, having first requested 
I would pardon him, gave mo to imdorstand I ought to 
beware of my cousm I afterwards learned the 
traitorous Tronck had promised Lieutenant P —g a 
company and a thousand ducats if ho would find means 
to quarrel with mo and nd the world of mo He was 
deeply in debt, and sought the assistance of Lieutenant 
K—^n, and had not the papers luckily preserved me, I 
had undoubtedly been despatched by his first lunge 
To clear thomselyes of the infamy of such an act, these 
two worthy gentlemen had pretended I had assaulted 
them in the streets 

I could no more resolve to see my ungrateful and 
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dangeions kinsman, wko wiskcd to liavo me murdered 
because I knew all his secrets, and thought he should 
he able to gam his cause without obligation to me or 
my assistance ITotwithstanding all his great quali¬ 
ties, his marked characteristic certainly was that of 
saenfiemg everythmg to his private views, and especi¬ 
ally to his covetousness, which was so great that, even 
at his time of life, though his fortune amounted to a 
million and a half, he did not spend per day more than 
thiriy kreutzers 

ll'o sooner was it known that I had forsaken Trenck 
than Glenoral Count Lowenwaldo, his mostardent enemy, 
and president of the first council of war, by which ho 
had been condemned, desired to speak to me, promised 
every sort of good fortune and protection, if I would 
discover what means had secretly been employed m the 
revision of the process, and went so far ns to offer mo 
four thousand fionns if I would aid the prosecution 
against my cousm Here I learned the infiuonce of 
viUains in power, and the mjnstice of 3 udges at Tienna 
The proposal I rejected with disdam, and rather deter- 
mmed to seek my fortune m the East Indies than 
continue m a country where, under the best of Queens, 
the most loyal of subjects, and first of soldiers, might 
bo rendered miserable by mterested, angry, and corrupt 
courtiers Certain it is, as I now can prove, though 
the bitterest of my enemies, and whose conduct towards 
me mented my whole resentment, ho was the best 
soldier m the Austrian army, had been liberal of his 
blood and fortune in the Imperial service, and would 
still so have continued had not his wealth, and his con¬ 
tempt for "Wcber and Lowenwalda put him in the power 
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repented having betrayed Ins faitlifnl adviser, and 
prudent fnend I pitied him, and his judges certainly 
deserved the punishment they inflicted yet to his last 
moments he showed his hatred towards me was rooted, 
and, even, in the grave, strove by his will to involve 
me in misfortune, ns will hereafter be seen 

I fled from Vienna, would to God it had been for 
ever, but fate by strange ways, and unknown means, 
brought me back where JProvidonce thought proper I 
should become a vessel of wrath and persecution I 
was to enact my part in Europe, and not m Asia At 
Efuremberg 1 met with a body of Eussians, com¬ 
manded by General Lieuwcn, my mother’s relation, 
who were marching to the Netherlands, and were the 
peace-makers, of Europe Major Buschkow, whom I 
had known when Bussian resident at Vienna, pre¬ 
vailed on me to visit him, and presented me to the 
General I pleased him, and may say, with truth, he 
behaved to me like a fnend and a father He advised 
me, to enter mto the Bussian semco, and gave me a>, 
company of dragoons, in the regiment of Tobolski, on 
condition I should not leave him, but employ mysoK 
in his cabmet and his .confldence and esteem for me 
wei;e.imbounded 

,F,eace followed, the. army, returned to Moravia,, 
ipthppt finug a musket, and the head-quarters were 
fixed at Fiosnitz _ _ , 

In this town,a public ontertamment was given, by 
General Lieuwen, on the coronation day of the Em¬ 
press Ebzabeth, and here an adventure happened to me,, 
w^ch I shall ever remember, as a wammg to myself, 
and.in^i:t,^aB,a memento to others 
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ijon lu'Tcr more In j>ln> n< nay gninc of clinacc, fo 
which 1 hare c\or ilnctly adhered 

It wen! to he ivishcd joung jaen aould reflect niion 
the ofTeets of g.iinnig. romeniljonng that the loio of 
play hn«» imde the most i»roini*>mg and \ iriuous, inihcr- 
ahle, the honest, kim\cs and the Mneore, dcoeisers 
and Inre Officcra, having first lost all their own 
nioiies. heing eiitrustid with the boldiers* paj, have 
nest lost that also, and thus hcen cashiered, and 
otennlh disgnocd I might nt Prosmtz, ha\e hem 
cqnnlh rash and cnli»ahlo Tlie first s entnre, whether 
the gainestor wins or loses ensures a second, and, with 
that, too often destruction Mj good fortune was al¬ 
most minjcnlons. ind iny subseqnenl resolution sciy 
niicontninti, and I entreat and conjrni' mj children, 
when 1 shall no longer Ik* living to ads iw* and w atch 
for their welfan* nl 0 ^t dcti rminodh to ni oid pins I 
Seemed pri’-ersod hs Pros idenee from this csilhut to 
ciidnre much grC'itvr 

Gcneril Xneaweti mj kind patron, sent me, from 
Crakosv, to condint a linndred and forts aiek men 
down the Yis-tnlato B.mtnc, ssliere then* were Pussinu 
sesMjls to receise and transport them to Riga 

I requested iwrmissKm of the General to pioeced 
forsvnnl and sisit my mother and Mster, wliom I was 
very desirous to e at Rlhiug, therefore, I resipicd 
the comniand to Lii nfeuant Platen, and attended bj 
a bcrsant, rode to the hiahopric of Enncland, where I 
appointed an inters icsr svitli tliem m n frontier sillago 

Hero an inciileut'lnppcncd (hat liad nenri) cost mo 
mj life The PmssiBiis.imnie duj a before, hud carried 
oil a peasant’s bou from tins village, as a recruit 
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The people 'vrere .all la commotion. ^ I wore leathern 
breeches, and the blue nmform of the Russian cavalij , 
The; took me for a Fmssiaii, at the door, and# fell 
npon mo tnth every kind of weapon. A chasseur, who j 
happened to he there, and the landlord, came to my] 
assistance, while I, battling with the peasants;, had^ 
thrown two of them down. I was delivered, hot not^ 
tiU 1 had received two violent braises, one on the 
arm, and another which broke the bndge of my nose t 
The landlord advised me to escape as fast as possible,, 
or that the village tyonld nse and certainly mnider me, -> 
my servant, therefore, who had retired for defence, 
with apairof pistols, mto the oven,got ready the horses 
and we rode ofi. t 

J had my bnuses dressed at the nest village, my 
hand and eyes were exceedingly swelled, but I was. 
obliged to ndo two miles farther, to the town of Bessel, 
before 1 conld find an able surgeon, and here I so far 
recovered in a week, that I was able to rctnm to 
Dantzic. My brother visited me while at Bessel, hut 
my good mother had the misfortnne, as she iros coming 
to me, to be thrown out of her carnage, by which her 
arm was broken, so that she and my sister were obbged 
to retnm, and I never saw kei: more 
X was now at Dantoc, withmy sick convoy, where 
another most remarkable CTOnt happened, which I, with, 
goodireason, shall ever remember , 

I became acquainted aPmssian officer, who5e„ 
name I shall conceal oat of respect to bis very worthy 
family, he yiait^ mo dofiy, and we oftenn>de ont to¬ 
gether mthe neighbourhood of Bantzic 
•My faithful servant-hecame acqnamted with his, and, 
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-my istonishmcnt yr&s indeed great wlien lie one day 
said to me, mtli anxiety, “Boivarc, sir, of a snare laid 

for yon by Lientcnani IT-, lie means to entice yon 

ont of tomi and deliver yon np to the Prussians ” I 
asked him rrhero he learned this “ Prom the -lien- 
tenant’s servant,” answered lie, “ who is my friend, and 
wishes to sai o me from misfortune ” 

I now, with the aid of a conple of dneats, discovered 
the whole affair, and learned it was agrccd,-between 
the Prussian resident, Reimcr, and the licntcnant, that 
the latter should entice mo into the suburb of Lang- 
fnhr, where there was an inn on the Prussian tern- 
tones Here eight recruiting nnder-officers were to 
wait concealed, and seize me the moment I entered 
the house, hurry me -into a carnage and dnvo away 
for Lancnbcrg m Pomerania Two xmder-offioers were 
to escort me, on horsebneb, as far as the frontiers, 
and the remainder to hold and prevent me from 
calling for help, so long as we should remain on the 
temtorics of Dantric 

I farther Icanicd my enemies were only to be armed 
with sabres, and that they were to wait behind the 
door The two officers on horsebrek were to scenre 
my servant, and prevent him from nding off and 
raising an alarm 

- These preparations might easily have been rendered 
fruitless, by my refusing to accept the proposal of 
the lieutenant, but vanity gave me other advice, and 
resentment made me desirous of avenging myself for 
such detestable treachery 

Lientcnant -came, about noon, to dine with me 

as usual, was more pensive and senons than I Lad over 
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Tho liontenmf cheerfully cnlercd about six in tlio 
morning, expatiated on tlio fineness of the lYcatlicr, 
and jocosely told mo I sliould be very kindly received 
"by the bandsomc landlady of Langfulir 

I Teas soon ready, \ra moiuitcd, and loft tbo toim, 
attended by our servants Some three hundred paces 
from tho inn, my rvorthy friend proposed that we 
should alight and let one servants lead the horses, that 
wo might enjoy tho beauty of tho morning I con¬ 
sented, and having dismounted, observed his treacherous 
eyes sparkle with pleasure 
Tlio resident, Reimer, was at tho window of tho um, 
and called out as soon as he saw mo, “ Good-morrow, 
capt-iin, good-morrow, come, como in, your breakfast 
18 waiting ” I, sneenng, smiled, and told him I had 
not time at present So sapng, I continued my walk, 
but my companion would absolutely force me to enter, 
took me by the arm, and partly struggled with mo, on 
which, losing all patience, I gave him a blow which al¬ 
most knocked him down, and ran to my horses as if I 
meant to fly 

Tlie Prussians instantly rushed from behind their 
door, with clamour, to attack mo I fired at tho first, 
my Russians sprang from their hiding-place, presented 
their pieces, and called, Stuy, stuy, yehionnamat 
The terror of the poor Prussians may well bo sup¬ 
posed All began to run I had taken caro to mako 
sure of my bciitonant, and was next running to seize 
tho resident, but ho had escaped out of tho back door, 
with the loss only of Ins white periwig Tho Russians 
had taken four prisoners, and I commanded them to 
bestow fifty strokes upon each of them in tho open 
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street As ensign, named Gossebnrg, having told mo 
his name, and that he had been my brother’s school- 
fellow, begged remission, and oxensed himself on the 
necessity which he was mider to obey his snponors 
I admitted his excnscs and stdfercd him to go I then 
drew my sword and bade the lientenant defend him¬ 
self, bnt he was so confused,-that, after drawing his 
sword, he asked my pardon, laid the whole blamo'upon 
the resident and had not tiio power to pni himself 'on 
his guard I twice jerked his sword out of his hand, 
and, at last, taking the BnSSian corporal’s cane, I ex- 
hansted my strength with beating him, without his 
oftermg the least resistance Snch is the ‘meanness of 
detected treachery I left him kneeling, saying to 
him, “6o, rascal, now, and toll yonr comrades the 
manner in which Trenck pnnishes robbers on the high¬ 
way ” ' 

The people had assembled ronnd ns during theaetion, 
to whom I related the aifair, and the attack having 
happened on the temtoncs of DanUic, the Prussians 
were m danger of being stoned by tlie populace 1 and 
my Busmans maridied ofi victonons, proceeded to the 
harbour, embarked, and ■'throe or four days after,* set 
sail for Biga < 

It IS remarkable that none of the pubhe papers took 
any notice of this afiiur f> no satisfaction was required 
The Prussians, no doubt, wore asliamcd of being de¬ 
feated in an attempt so perfidious 
‘1 since have learnt tliat Eredone, no doubt by the 
false representations of Beimer, was higlily irritated, 
< and what afterwards happened proves lus anger pur- 
sued me ihrongh every comer of the earth, tilhat lost 
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I fell into his poTver at Daiit/ic, and sufEcred amartjr* 
dom most tmmonted and tmc\ampled 
Tbo Prussian envoy, Groltr, indeed, made complaints 
to Count Bestnclicf. concerning tins Dautzic skirmisli, 
but rccen ed no satisfaction My conduct was justified 
in Russia, I having defended myself against assassins, 
as a Russian captain ought 
Some dispassionate readers may blame me for not 
liavuig avoided this rencontre, and demanded personal 

satisfaction of Lieutenant 27- BntI have through 

life rather sought than avoided danger. My vanity 
and revenge were botli reused I was everywhere 
persecuted by the Prussians, and I was tlicrcforo 
dotormincd to sliow that, far from fcanng, I was 
able to defend mysoH 

I lured the servant of the lieutenant, whom I found 
honest and faithful, and uhom I comfortably settled in 
marriage, at Yienna, in 1753 After jny-ten years* 
imprisonment, I found him poor, and again took him 
into my service, in which ho died, at Zwerbaoh, in 1779 


CHAPTER X 

Am> now behold mo at sea, on my vojage to Riga 
I had oaten heartily before 1 wont on board, a storm 
came on, I worked half tho night, to aid the crew, but 
at length became sea-sick, and went to he down 
Scarcely had I closed my oj cs beforo tho master came 
with tho joyful tidings, as he thought, that we wore 
mnnmg for tho port of Pillan. Par from pleasing, 
this, to me, was dreadful intoUigonce I ran on deck, 
saw the harbour right beforo me, and a pilot coming 
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off. The fcoa mofet now he eitl er iept m a storm, or 1 
fall into the hands of tlic Prussians: for I was known 
to the whole garrison of PiUan 
I desired the captain to tack about and keep the sea 
but he would not listen to me. Pcrceiraig: this, I flow 
to mr cabin snatched mr pistols returned seized the 
helm and threatened the captain with instant death if 
he did not oher. ilr Bnssians began to mnrmnr, 
they were averse to enconntenng the dangers of the 
storm but Inekily they were still more aversse to meet 
my anger, overawed as they were, by my pistols, and 
my two servants who stood by me faithfully 
Half an hour after the storm began to subside, and 
we fommately arrived the nesd day in the harbour of 
Higa The captain, however could not be appeased, 
but accused me before the old and honourable Slarshal 
Lacy, then governor of Riga. I was obliged to appear, 
and reply to the charge by relating the truth The 
governor answered my obsnnacy might hare occasioned 
the death of a hundred and sixty persons; I, smiling, 
retorted I have brought them all safe to port, please 
your Excdleucy - and for my part my fate would have 
been much more merciful by falbng into the hands of my 
God than into the hands of my enemies lly danger 
was so great that I forgot the danger of others, Iks 
sides sir I knew my comr d's were soldiers, and feared 
death as little as I do ” 3Iy answer pleased the fine 
grey-headed general and he give me a recommendaboa 
to the chancellor Bcstuchcf at IToscow 
General Lienwen liad marched from hlorana, for 
Rn^ia, with the army, and was then at Riga. 1 went 
to pay him my respects, he kindly received me and 
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took me to one of liis seats, named AnnaktU'g, fonr 
miles from Biga Kero I remained some days, and he 
gave me every recommendation to Moscow, where the 
court then was It was intended I should endeavour 
to obtain a company in the regiment of cuirassiers, the 
captains of which then ranked as majors, and he 
advised me to throw up my commission in the Siberian 
regiment of Tobolski dragoons Peace be to the manes 
and the memory of this worthy man > May God reward 
this benevolence' Prom Riga I dopaitcd, in company 
With M Oettinger, licntenant-colonel of engineers, and 
Lieutenant Weismann, for Moscow This is the same 
Weismann who rendered so many important services 
to Russia, during the last war with the Turks 

On my anival, after delivering in my letters of 
recommendation, I was particularly well received bj 
Connt Bestaohef Ooitiuger, irioso fnendsjjip J tad 
gamed, was exceedingly intimate with the chancellor, 
and my interest was thereby promoted 

I had not been long at Moscow before I met Count 
Hamilton, my former fnend during my abode at 
Yienna He was a captain of cavalry, in the regiment 
of General Benies, who had been sent as imperial 
ambassador to Russia 

Bernes had been ambassador at Berlin in 1743, where 
ho had conseqnently Itnown me dunng the height of my 
favour at the court of Prederic Hamilton presented 
mo to him, and I had the good fortune so far to gain his 
friendship, that, after a few visits, ho endeavoured 
to detach mo from the Russian service, offering me 
the strongest recommendations to Vienna, and a com¬ 
pany m his own regiment My cousin’s misfortunes, 
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t Pow -of tho young monswio seek tliejr/fortune lU' 
foToign countries moot incidents so faTOurablo For- 
timo for a moment seemed nnllmg to recompense my 
past sufEonngs, and again to raise mo to the height from 
irhich Ihad fallen Those ambassadors, here agam by 
accident met, had before been -witnesses of my prosperity 
-when at Berlin The talents I possessed, and the favour 
Ii,thcn en3oycd, attracted' tho notice of all foreign 
mimsters They were bosom friends,' equally well read 
in tho human heart, and equally benevolent and noblo- 
imndcd, their recommendation at court ,was, decisive, 
tho nations they represented wore an alliance -with 
Bnssia, and tho conddonce Bcstuchof ^placed in them 
was imboundcd . , 

I was now introduced into all'Companies, not asra 
foreigner who came to entreat employment, but as ithe 
heir of the house, of Tienok, and its nch Biunganan 
possessions, and as tho former favourite of tho Prussian 
monarch ii • > i i 

I was also admitted to tho society of thoifirstbtcrati, 
and -wrote a poem on the anniversary of the coronation > 
of tho Bmpress Elizabeth Hyndford took care she. 
should see I it, and, in conjunction -with the chancellor,, 
presented mo to tho sovereign Myjrecoption was most 
gracious She herself rccommondod mo to tho chan¬ 
cellor, and presented mo -erith a gold-hilted sword, 
worth a thousand roubles This raised mo higlily-in. tho 
esteem of all tho houses of tho Bcstuchof party . < 

Manners wore at that time so rude in Bussia, that 
ovory foreigner who gavo a dinner, or a ball, must sendt 
notice to tho chancellor Bcstuchof, that he might return i 
a list^of.tho guests allowed to bo invited. Faction i 
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governed everytiung, and "whercTcr Besttichef was, no 
fnend of Woraniow durst appear I was the intimate 
of tlie Austnan and English ambassadors, consequently, 
was caressed and esteemed in all compames I soon 
became the favourite of the chancellor’s lady, as I shall 
hereafter notice, and nothing more was wantmg to 
obtain all I could wish 

I was well acquamted with architectural design, had 
free access to the house and cabinet of the chancoUor, 
where I drew m company with Colonel Oettinger, who 
was then the head architect of Bussia, and made the 
perspective view of the new palace, which the chancellor 
intended to build at Moscow, by which I acquired um- 
vcrsel honour I had gamed more acquaintance in, 
and knowledge of, Bnssia in one month, than others, 
wantmg my means, have done m twelve 

As I was one day relatmg my progiess to Lord 
Hyndford, he, like a fnend, grown grey in courts, 
kindly took the trouble to adiase me Erom him I 
obtamed a perfect knowledge of Bnssia, he was 
acquainted with all the mtngues of European courts, 
their famihes, party cabals, the foibles of the monarchs, 
the pnnciples of their government, the plots of the 
great Peter, and had also made [the peace of Breslau 
Thus, havmg been the confidential fnend of Eredoric, 
he was mtimately acquamted with his heart, as well 
as the sources of his power Hyndford was penetia- 
tmg, noble-minded, had the greatness of the Briton, 
without his haughtiness, and the pnnciples, by which 
he combmed the past, the present, and the future, wore 
so clear, that I, his scholar by adhering to them, have 
been enabled to foretell all the most remarkable rovo* 
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Itiiions tlm< ha^c Impponed. during the space of six- 
aiid-tlnrtj* a car-, m Europe Bj these I IcnoM, avlion 
any niiniatcr was di‘-graccd a\ho should ho his suc¬ 
cessor 1 daih passed some honrb improving by his 
land coincrsafioii, and to liini I am indebted for most 
of that Iviiov ledge of the world I happen to possess 

Ho took anrioiis ojiiiortuinfics of caniioiiing me 
against the elFects of an ardent, sanguine temper, 
and iiiy hatred of aihitrary power avnrned me to 
beware of the deteniiined persecution of Prodenc, of 
Ins irreconcilable anger, his intrigues and iiitlucnco in 
the various courts of Euroiie, nhieh ho would certainly 
exert to prevent nu promotion, lest I should impcdo 
Ins own projects, and lamented my future suftenngs, 
winch ho plainlv foresaw “ Despots,” said ho, •* al- 
•n ays arc suspicious, and abhor those who liaio a con¬ 
sciousness of their oivn worth, of the rights of man- 
Innd, and hold the lash in detest ntion The enlightened 
are by them called ibo restless sjnrits, turbulent and 
dangerous, and virtue there, where virtue is unncccss.'iry 
for the hnnibling and trampling iixion tlic sidToring 
snbjcct, IS nccoonicd a crime, of nil others the most to 
bo dreaded ” 

HjTidtord tniiglit mo to know, and bighlj to value 
freedom to desxnso tivints, to ciidnro the worst of 
miseries, to ciiiiilnte tnio greatness of mind, to des¬ 
pise danger, and to honour only those wlioso o]o\ation 
of soul had taught them equally to oppose bigotry and 
despotism 

Bernes was a pbilosopbor, but with tbo penetration 
of an Italian, more cautious tbnn HjTidford, yet equally 
boncst audworthj His fnondslnp for mo was un- 
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bonudcd, and the time passed in their company iras> 
esteemed by mo most precious The liberality of my 
sentiments, thirst after knotrledgo and scientific ac¬ 
quirements gained their favour, our topics of conver¬ 
sation ^rcro ine'chaustiblo, and 1 acquired)more real 
information at Moseoirthonat Berlin, under the tmtion 
of La Metn, hlaupertius, and Voltaire 


chapter’s! 

ScABCEET had T been six woets-in this city before I 
had an adventure irluch I shall here relate, > for, myself 
excepted, all the persons concerned in it are now dead 
Intrigues properly belong to noi els »This booh-is in-i 
tended for a-more serious purpose, and iheyrare there¬ 
fore here usually suppressed ’ It cannot bo supposed X 
was a woman-hater Most of the good or bad fortune 
I cxpenenced'onginatcd in lore I was not 'by nature 
inconstant, and was-iiicapable of deceit oven m amours. 
In the very ardour of youth L always shunned merot 
sensual pleasures I loved for more .exalted reasons, 
and for sudi sought to ^be bdored agam Loro and 
friendship were with mo always muted, and these I 
u as capable of inciting, mamtaining, and deserving 
The most difficult of access, the noblest, and the fairest, 
wore ever my choice and my veneration for these 
nlwiys deteircd me from giossor gratifications By 
woman I was formed, by the faith of woman supported) 
under misfortimes, in the company of woman enjoyed) 
tliot few hours of delight my Mo of sorrows lias ex¬ 
perienced TVomon, beautiful and well instructed, 
even now, /lightens the burden, of ago, the world’s 
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Mcdionsncss mtdits woos, nittl,nlien tlicso nro oiultfd, T 
■would miliorvrislnnmo eyes might ho closed hy fair nud 
virgin hands than,' -whon cxinriug, fi\od on a ll^^)o• 
critical pnest 

My ndvcntiircs mth -women ivould amplj flirilish ‘a 
romance hut enough of this, 1 should not relate the 
present, ■were it not necessary to my story 
Billing one pnhlic day nitli Lord Hyudford, 1 was 
seated hesidc n charming j oung ladj of one of the'liest 
families in Russia, who had boon promised in mUrr’nge, 
thongli only sevciitocii, to an old iii\ alid iiiniister Her 
eyes soon told ino she thongUt mo piofcrahlo toi her 
intended bridegroom I understood tlicm, lamented 
her hard fate, and was surprised to hear'Iicr* Osclnim, 
' Oh, heavens* that it were possible yon could dolnoi 
me from my inisfortuiio I would engage to 'do wliat- 
01 cr you would direct ” 

The impression such an appeal must make on a man 
of four and twentj*, of a temperamont like mine, inav 
easilj be supposed The ladvwas raMslungh beinti- 
fnl, her soul was candour itself, and lief rank that of a 
princess, but tho court coinmniids had already been 
given in favour of the niairiiigo,' and flight, with- all 
its inseparable dangers, was the only cqiedient A 
public fable was no illaco for long evplnnations Our 
hearts were already one I requested an intcn iow,and 
the next day was nppauitcd, the jilaco the. Tiotrer 
garden, where I passed throe rapturous hours m her 
company thanks to her woman, who was a GrCofgian 
To escape, however, from Moscow, was impossible 
Tlio distance iheneo to any foreign coiuitry was too 
great Tlio conrt was not to roinoio to Petorsbnrff till 
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perhaps have been •wcak-onongli to have acted as I had 
done Almost as much mo'\ ed as mj self, ho sympa¬ 
thised with mo as a friend, and his adnee deterred mo 
from ending my miseries, and descending with her, 
whom I have loved and lost, to the giavo This was 
the severest trial I had ever felt Our affection was 
unbounded, and such only as noble hearts can fed 
^0 being gone, the whole world became a desert 
^ere is not a man on earth, whose life affords more 
various turns of fate than mme Swiftly raised to the 
highest pinnacle of hope, as suddenly was I cast head¬ 
long down, ard so remarkable wore these revolutions 
that he who has read my history will at last find it 
difficult to say whether ho envies or pities me most 
And yet these were, in roabty, but preparatory to the 
evils that hovered over my devoted head Had not the 
remembrance of past joys soothed and supported mo 
under my suffenngs, 1 certainly should not have en¬ 
dured the ten years’ torture of the Magdeburg dungeon, 
with a fortitude that might have been worthy even of 
Socrates 

Enough of this My blood again courses swifter 
through my veins as 1 write * Best, gentle maiden, 
noble and lovely as thou wert* Eor thee ought 
Heaven to have tmited a form so fair, animated os it 
was, by a soul so pure, to ever-bloommg youth and im¬ 
mortality 

jidy love for this lady became well-known in Moscow, 
yet her corpulent overgrown husband had not imder- 
standing enough to suppose there was any meamng m 
her rhapsodies during her delirium 

Her gifts to me amounted in value to about seven 
E— 13 
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thousand ducats Lord Hjndford and Count Bernes 
both adjudged them legally mine, and well am I assured 
her heart had bequeathed me much more 
To this event succeeded another, by which my fortune 
was greatly induenced. The Countess of Bestuchef 
was then the most amiable and witty woman at Court- 
Her husband, cunning, selfish, and shallow, had the 
name of minister, while she, in reality, governed with 
a gemus, at once darmg and comprehensive The too 
pliant Elizabeth carelessly left the most important 
things to the direction of others Thus the Countess 
V, as the first person of the Empire, and on whom the 
attenbon of the foreign ministers was fiixcd 

Haughty and majestic in her demeanour, she was 
supposed to be the only woman at court who continued 
faithful to her husband, which supposition probably 
originated in her art and cducahon, she being a Grerman 
bom for I afterwards found her virtue was only pnde, 
and a knowledge of the nabonal character The 
Bnsdan lover rules despohe over his mistress. requires 
money, submission, and should he meet opposibon, 
threatens her with blows, and the discovery of her secret 
During Elizabeth’s reign foreigners could neither 
appear at court, nor in tiie best company, without the 
introdncbon of Bestuchef I and Sievers, gentlomen 
of the chamber, were at that tune the only Germans 
who had free egress and regress in all houses of fashion, 
my being protected by the English and Austrian 
ambassadors gave me very peculiar advantages, rad 
made my company everywhere courted. 

Bestuchef ^d been resident, dnnng the late reign, 
at Eambnrg, in which inferior station ho imamod too 
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countess^ at that timo, though yonng and handsome, 
only the ■wido^v of the merchant Boettger Under 
Elizabeth, Bestnehef rose to the summit of rank and 
povrer, and the ■vndoiv Boettger became the first lady of 
the empire When I knew her she was eight and thirty, 
consequently no beauty, though a woman highly en¬ 
dowed in mind and manners, of keen discernment, 
disliking the Biitssians, protecting the Prussians, and 
at whose aversions all trembled 

Her carnage towards the Bussians was, what it must 
be in her situation, lofty, cautions, and ironical, rather 
than kind To mo she showed the utmost esteem on 
all occasions, welcomed me at her table, and often ad¬ 
mitted mo to dnnk coffee in company with herself alone 
and Colonel Oettingor The countess never failed 
giving mo to understand she had perceived my love for 

the princess N-, and, though I constantly denied 

the fact, she related circumstances winch she could 
have known, as I thought, only from my mistress her¬ 
self , my silence pleased her, for the Russians, when a 
lady had a partiality for them, never fail to vaunt of 
their good fortune She wished to persuade me she 
had observed us in company, had read the language of 
our eyes, and had long penetrated our secret I was 
Ignorant at that time that she had then, and long 
before, entertained the maid of my mistress as a spy in 
her pay 

About a week after the death of the princess, the 
countess invited mo to take coffee with her, in her 
chamber, lamented my loss, and the violence of that 
passion which had deprived mo of all my customary 
vivacity, and altered my very appearance She sceqied 
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fell into lier cnemieb’ poTror, and Tritli her linsband, 
•was delivered over lo flio cvccutioncr Chnncollor 
Bostnclicf, m tlio year 1756, was forced to confession 
by tbo knout Aprasin, numstcr of war, had a siiiiilar 
fate Tho info of bis brother, then envoy in Poland, 
Tvas, by tbo tresebety of a ccriaiii Lieutenant Berger, 
mtli three others of the first ladies of the court, kiiontod, 
branded, and bad their tongues cut ont This happened 
in tbo year 174-1, ivbcn Blmbcth ascended the throne 
Her linsband, however, fnitlifnlly served I knew linn 
as Bnssmn cm oy, at Vienna, 1751 This maj indeed 
bo called tbo lovo of our conntry, and thns does it 
happen to the first men of the state what then can a 
foreigner hope for, if persecuted, and in tho power of 
those in authority’ 

No man, in so short a space of time, had greater 
opiiorinmties than I, to discoicr tho secrets of state, 
cspcciall} 11 hen guided bj Hiuidford and Bernes, under 
tho reign of a iiclbnicaniiig but short-sighted Empress, 
whoso first minister was a weak man, directed bi tho 
will of an able and ombitious wife, and iihich wife 
loved me, a stranger, an acquaintance of only a few 
months, so passionately that to this passion she u ould 
have sacrificed every other object She might, m fact, 
bo considered ns Empress of Russia, disposing of peace 
or uar, and had I been more prudent or less snicero, I 
might in such a situation, have amassed treasures, and 
deposited them in full security Her generosity was 
boundless, and, though obliged to pay above a hundred 
thousand roubles, in one year, to discharge her son’s 
debts, yet might I have saved a still larger sum, but 
half of tho gifts she obliged mo to receive, I lent to 
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this son, and lost So far was I from solfisTi, and so 
negligent of wealth, that by supplying the wants of 
others, I often, on a reverse of fortune, suSered want 
myself 

This my splendid success m Russia displeased the 
great Fredonc, whose persecution everywhere at¬ 
tended me, and who supposed his interest injured by 
my success in Russia The incident I am going to 
relate was at the tune it happened, well known to, and 
caused much agitation among all the foreign ambassa¬ 
dors 

Lord Hyndford desired I would make him a fair 
copy of a plan of Cronstadt,for which he furnished the 
materials, with three addihonal drawings of the various 
ships in the harbour, and their names There was 
neither danger nor suspicion attending this, the plan 
of Cronstadt bemg no secret but pnblidy sold in the 
shops of Petershnig England was likewise then in 
the closest allianee with Rnssia Hyndford showed the 
drawing to Punk, the Saxon envoy, his intimate friend 
who asked his permission to copy it himsdtf. Hynd¬ 
ford gave him the plan signed with my name, and 
after Fimk had been some days employed copyingit^ 
the Prussian minister, Goltz who lived in his neigh- 
bonrhood, came in, as be frequently paid him friendly 
visits Punk, unsuspectingly, showed him my draw¬ 
ing, and both lamented that Frederic had lost so useful 
a subject Goltz asked to borrow it for a couple of 
days, in order to correct his own, and Punk, one of 
the worthiest, most honest, and least sn^icions of men 
who loved me like a brother, accordingly lent the 
plan. 
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No sooner ^as GoUz in possession of it tlmn lie 
hnmed to ilio clinncollor, nritli Trhoso ivenlniess lio ivas 
vroll ac^uRinfcd, told him his intent in coming irns to 
proTO that a man, who had onco hocn nnfaithfnl to his 
king and conntiy, wlioro ho had been loaded with 
favonrs, would certainly betray, for his oini private 
interest, every state where ho was tmsted Ho con- 
tmiicd his preface, bj speaking of the rapid progress I 
had made in Bnssia, and the free cniraiice I had found 
in the chancellor’s house, whero I was received as a 
son, and initiated in the secrets of the cabinet 

Tlic chaiicollor defended mo Goliz then endeavoured 
to incite his jcslonsj, and told him mj pnnite inter- 
Tiows with his wife, especially in the palace-garden 
were publicly spoken of This ho had learned from his 
spies, ho having cndcavonred, by tho snares he laid, to 
make luy destniclion certain 

He liken use led Bestnehef to suspect his secretary, 

S-n, was a parly in tho intrigue, till at Inst tho 

chancellor became very angry, Goltr then took niy 
plan of Cronstadt from his pc^ket, and added, "Tour 
excellency is nourishing a serpent in your bosom 
This drawing have I recon cd from Trcnck, copied from 
your cabinet designs, for two hundred ducats ” He 
know I was employed there sometimes with Octtingcr, 
whoso office it was to inspect tho buildings and repnu-a 
of tho Bussian fortifications Bestnehef was astonished, 
his anger became ^ lolciit, and Goltr added fuel to tho 
iiamo, by insinuating, I should not bo so powerful’n 
protected bj Bernes, tho Austrian ambassador, weie it 
not to faaour thovicivsof his own couit Bestuc! ef 
mcuiioncd prosecution and the knout, Golt/ replied 
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mj" fnends Trere too powerful, my pardon wonld te 
procured, and tlie evil tins way increased They there¬ 
fore determined to have me secretly secured, and 
privately conveyed to Siberia 

Thus, while I imsuspectingly dreamed of nothing but 
happiness, the gathering storm threatened destmction, 
which only was averted by accident, or God’s good 
providence 

Goltz had scarcely left the place triumphant, when 
the chancellor entered, with bitterness and rancour m 
his heart, into his ladv’s apartment, reproached her 
with my conduct, and while she endeavoured to soothe 
him, related all that had passed Her penetration was 
much deeper than her husband’s she perceived there 
was a plot against me she indeed inew my heart 
better than any other, and pai-ticnlarly that I was not m 
want of a poor two hundred dueats She could not, 
howeier, appease him, and my arrest was determined. 
She therefore instantly wrote me a bno to the f oUowmg 
pnrport 

“ Ton arc threatened, dear fnend, by a very immi¬ 
nent danger Do not sleep to-night at home, but secure 
yourself at Lord Hyndford’s till you hear farther from 
me” 

Secretary S—^n, her confidant (the same who, not 
long smee, was Bussian envoy at Eatisbon) was sent 
with the note He found me, after dinner, at the 
English ambassador’s, and called me aside I read the 
billet was astomshed at its contents, and showed it 
Lord Hyndford, My conscience was void of reproach, 
except that we snspccted my secret with the countess 
had been betrayed to the chancellor, and fcarmg his 
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jealousy, Hyndford commanded mo to remain m Ins 
house till vro should make fuithcr discovery 

"Wo placed spies round the house where I lived, I 
was inqiurcd for after midnight, and the boutenant of 
the police came himself and searched the house 

Lord Hyndford went, about ten in the morning, to 
visit tho chancellor, that he might obtain some intelli¬ 
gence, who immediately reproached him for having 
granted an asjlum to a traitor “What has this 
traitor done ® ” said Hyndford “ Faithlessly copied a 
plan of Cronstadt, from my cabinet drawings,” said tho 
chancellor, “ iihich he has sold to the Prussian minis¬ 
ter for two hundred ducats ” 

Hyndford was astonished, he knew me well, and also 
knew that ho had then in money and jewels, more than 
eight thousand ducats of mine in his own hands nor 
was he less ignorant of the value I sot on money, or of 
tho sources whence I could obtain it, when I pleased 
“Has your excellency actually seen this draanng of 
Trenck’s ® ”—“ Tes, I have been shown it by Goltz ”— 
“ I wish I might likewise bo permitted to see it, I 
know Trenck’s draaving, and make myself responsible 
that ho IS no tiaitoi Hero is some mystery, bo so 
kind as to desire M Goltz will come and biang his plan 
of Oronstadt Trenck is at my house, shall bo forth¬ 
coming instantly, and I tmU not protect him if he 
proves guilty ” 

Tlio Ohaiicellor wrote to Goltz, but ho, artful as he 
was, had no doubt taken care to be informed that tho 
lieutenant of the police had missed his prey He there¬ 
fore sent an excuse, and did not appear In the mean¬ 
time I entered, Hyndford then addressed mo, with the 
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openness of an Englishman, and asked, "Are yon a 
traitor, Trenck ? If so, you do not merit my protection, 
bnt stand here as a state prisoner Have yon sold a 
plan of Oronstadt to M Goltz p ” My answer may 
easily he supposed Hyndford rehearsed what the 
chancellor had told him, I was desired to leave the 
room, and Funk was sent for The moment he came 
in, Hyndford said, “ Sir, where is that plan of Oron* 
stadt which Trenck copied? ” Funk, hesitatmg, replied, 
“Iwillgofor it” “Have you it,” continued Hyndford, 
“at home? Speak, upon your honour”—“Ho, my 
Lord, I have lent it, for a few days, to M Goltz, that 
he may take a copy ” . 

Hyndford immediately then saw the whole affair, 
told the chancellor the history of this plan, which be¬ 
longed to him, and which ho had lent to Funk, and re¬ 
quested a trusty person might he sent with him to 
make a proper search Bestuchef named his £ret 
secretaiy, and to him were added Funik and the Hutch 
envoy, Schwart, who happened then to enter AH 
went together to the house of Goltz Funk demanded 
his plan of Cronstadt, Gkiltz gave it him, and Funk 
retuiried it to Lord Hyndford 

The secretary and Hyndford both then desired he 
would produce the plan of Cronstadt which ho had 
bonght of Trenck for two hundred ducats His con¬ 
fusion now was great, and Hyndford firmly insisted 
this plan should be forthcoming, to vindicate, the 
honour of Trenck, whom ho held to bo an honest man 
On this, Groltz answered, "I have received my king’s 
commands to prevent the preferment of Trenck in 
Hnssia, and I have only fulfilled the duty of a numster ” 
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Hyndford spat on the ground, and said more than I 
choose to repeat, after which the four gentlemen re¬ 
turned to the chancellor, and I was.again called hjTery 
body complimented me, related to me what had passed 
and the chancellor promised I should he recompensed, 
strictly, however, forbidding me to take any revenge 
on the Prussian ambassador, I having sworn, m the 
first transports of anger, to punish him wherever I 
should find him, even wore it at the altar’s foot 
The chancellor soothed me, kept me to dine with him, 
and endeavoured to assuage my boiling passions The 
countess affected indifference, and asked mo if such¬ 
like actions characterised the Prussian nation Punk 
and Schwart were at table All present congratulated 
mo on my victory, but none knew to whom I was in¬ 
debted for my deliverance from the hasty and unjust 
condemnation of the chancellor, although my protectress 
was one of. the company I received a present of two 
thousand roubles the next day from the chancellor, with 
orders to thank the Empress for this mark of her bounty, 
and accept it as a sign of her special favour I paid 
these my thanks some days after The money I dis¬ 
regarded, but the amiable Empress, by her enchantmg 
benevolence, made mo forget the past The story became 
pubbe, and Goltz appeared neither in pnblic, nor at 
court The manner m which the countess personally 
reproached him, I shall out of respect pass over Bernes, 
the crafly Piedihontese, assured me of revenge, without 
my troubbng myself m the matter, and—what hap¬ 
pened after I know not, Goltz appeared but little m 
company, felliill when I had left Bussia, and died soon 
after of a consumption 
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This Tile man was, no donbt, the canso of all the 
calamities which fell upon me I shonld hive become 
one of the first men in Bnssia, the misfortune that be- 
fel Bestnehef and his family some years afterward 
might hare been averted I should never have returned 
to Vienna, a city so fatal to the name of Trenck by the 
mediation of the Bnssian Court, I shonld have recovered 
my great Sclavonian estates, my days of persecution at 
Vienna would have passed in peace and pleasure nor 
shonld I have entered the dungeon of Magdeburg 


CHAPTEE Xn 

How bttle did the Great Predencknowmy heart With¬ 
out having ofEended, he had rendered me miserable, had 
condemned me to impnsonmcnt at Glatz on mere sus¬ 
picion, and on my flying thence naked and destitute, had 
confiscated my paternal inheritance Ifot contented 
with inflicting all these calamities, he would not suSer 
mo peaceably to seek my fortune in a foreign land. 

Pew are the youths who, in so short a time, being 
expelled their native country with disgrace, by then- 
own efforts, ments, and talents, have obtained honour 
and favour so great, acquired such powerful friends, 
or been entrusted with confidence equally unlimited in 
transactions so imxKirtant Enraged as 1 was at the 
treachery of (?oltz, had opportunity offered, I might 
have been tempted even to tom my native country into a 
desert, nor do I deny that I af terwards promoted the 
views of the Austnan envoy, who knew well how to 
chensh the flame that had been kindled, and turn it to 
his own use Till this moment I never fdt the least 
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rmmty either to niy conutrj or king, oor did 1 sirScr 
nn «elf on anj occa&ion to he made the agent of their 
div id\ lutagc 

Xo sooner n as I cntnisted more intinmtel} with cabi¬ 
net «iecrcts, than I discovered the state of factions, and 
that Bcsluchcf and ApraMii nereet en then in Prussian 
I'ly, that a coiinteriioisc hj their means, iniglii he 
formed to the jiret alcncc of the Anslnau party 

Hence no maj date the change of Hnssinn politics in 
the tear 1762 Here also no maj find a clue to the 
lontradiitort orders, aitifiecs positioiis, retreats and 
disap]K)iutuicnts of the Russian *irm\, in the seven 
tears tvar liogiiining in 175C , The conntess, who 
t.as obliged to act with greater tuition, foresaw 
tlio coiisetpicncc of the tarions intrigues in which her 
husbmd was engaged her lote for mo naturallj drew 
her from her former party, she confided etert secret to 
me, and eter rcinaincd till her fall, which happened in 
17oS. duruig mt iniiirisonmeiit.m) best fneud and tor- 
i.'spondont Hence was 1 so wcllinfoinicd of all the 
l»hins against Prussia, to the tears 175-1 and 1756, 
mnch more so than inaiij ministers of the interested 
courts, who iniaginod tlicj alone were in the secret 
How many after eteiits could I then hate foretold' 
Such was the pcrvcisencsa of mt dcstint, that where 1 
should most hat e been sought for, and best knotvn, there 
was 1 Icasi tallied 

Xo man, in mj youth, would have bolietod I should 
lito to my sixtieth 5 ear, untitled and obscure In 
l^erliu, Petersburg, London, and Pans, have I 
bp( n esteemed bj the greatest statesmen, and notv am 
1 1 educed to the lut slid list How strange aic the 
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capnces of fornmo * I ongM never to liave left Rnsaa- 
fius vras mr great error, ivlucli I still bve to repent 
I Lave never been accustomed to sleep more than four 
or five hours, so that through life I have allovred rime 
for papng visits and receiving companv I have shll 
had suficicnt for stndv and improvement Hyndford 
was my instructor in politics, Boerhaave, then physician 
to the court, my bosom fnend- my tutor m physic and 
literary subjects "Women formed mefor court intrigues, 
though these, as a philosopher, I despised 
The chancellor had greatly changed his camago 
towards me since the meident of ihepLan. He observed 
my looks, showed he wasdistmstfnl and desuous of re¬ 
venge TTis lady, as well as myself, remarked this, and 
new measures became necessaty. I was obhged to act 
an artful, but. at the same time a very dangerous part 
ilycousm. Baron Trenck, died in the Spielberg Oc¬ 
tober 4 1749, and left meins here on condition I should 
only serve the house of Austria In Harch, 1750, Count 
Bernes received the citation sent me to enter on this 
inheritance I wotdd hear nothmg of Tienna, tho 
abominable treatment of my consm terrified me I well 
knew the otigm of his piosecnhon, the services he had 
rendered Hs country, and had been an eye-witness of 
the injustice by which he was repaid. Bernes represented 
to me that the property left me was worth mneh above 
a million. that the empress would support me m pur¬ 
suit of justice, and that I had no personal enemy at 
Tieana, that a million of certain property m Hungary 
was mndi superior to the highest expectations m 
Russia, where I myself had beheld so many changes of 
fortune, and the efEects of family cabals Russia be 
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painted as dangerons Tieima as secnre and promsed 
me lumself o&ctnal assistance, as Ins embassj 'would 
end withm the year '^cre I once rich I might reside 
in 171131 conntiy I pleased, nor conld the pcrsecrtions 
of Frederic anywhere pnrsne me so ineffectnally as in 
Anstria Snares would he laid for me everywhere else, 
as I'had experienced in Rnssia “^WTiat said he 
“ wonld have been the consequence, had not the countess 
warned you of the impendmg danger® Ton, like many 
other honest and innocent men. would have been sent 
to Siberia Tour innocence must have rcmame'l imat- 
tcsted, and yourself, in the universal opimon, a 'villain 
and a traitor ” 

Hyndford spoke to me in the same tone assured me 
of his eternal protection, and described London as a 
certam asylum, should I not find happmess at Ticnna 
He spoke of slavery as a Bnton ought to speak, re¬ 
minded me of the fate of Mumch and Osterman, 
painted the court such as I knew it to be, and asked 
me what were my expectations, even were I fortunate 
enough to become general or minister in such a conntiy 

These reasonings at length detcrminedme, bat hav¬ 
ing plenty of money, I thought proper to take Stockholm 
Copenhagen, and Holland in my way, and Bernes was 
in the meantime to prepare me a favourable reception 
at Tlenna He desired, also, I would give him authority 
to get possession of the estates to which I -was heir 3Iy 
mistress strongly endea'voured to detain me but yielded 
at length to the force of reason. I tore myself away, and 
promised, on my honour, to return as soon as I had 
arranged my aSairs at Vienna SLe made the proposi¬ 
tion of investing me with some foreign crabasgr, by 
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which I might render the most eftectnal semccs to the 
court it Yienna In this hope wc parted with heavy 
hearts she presented me with her portrait, and a snuff¬ 
box set with diamonds, the first of these, tlirce years 
after was tom from ma- bosom by the officers m my first 
dungeon at Slagdebnrg, as I shall hereafter relate 
The chancellor embraced me. at jiarting, with friend¬ 
ship Apraxin wept, and clasped mo in his arms, pro- 
pheqnng •'t the same time I shonld never be so happy 
as in Bnssia I myself foreboded inisfortnne, and 
quitted Russia with regret, but still followed the advice 
of Hyndford and Bemes 

From Moscow I travelled to Petersbnrg, where I 
found a letter, at the house of Baron Wolf, the banter, 
from the conutess, which rent my very heart, and almost 
detenmned me to return She endeavonred to terrify 
me from proccedmg to Vienna yet inclosed a bill for 
four thousand roubles, to aid me on my journey, were I 
absolutelv bent to turn my back on fortune 

My effects in money and jewels, amounted to about 
thirty-six thousand fionns, I therefore returned the 
draft, intreated her eternal remembrance, and Jthat 
she would reserve her favour and support to times in 
which they might become needful After remaining a 
few days at Petersburg, I journeyed by land, to 
Stockholm, taking with me letters of recommendation 
from all the foreign envoys 

I forgot to mention that Punk was inconsolable for 
my departure, his imprudence had nearly plunged mo 
mto misery, and destroyed all my hopes in Russia 
Twenty-two years after this I mot the worthy man, 
once more m Dresden He, there, considered himself as 
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tho caxiso of all the evils inflicted on me, and assiu-cd 
me tho recital of my snffcnngs had liccn so man) bitter 
reproaches to his •soul Our rocapitnlation of former 
times gave ns endless pleasure, and it was tho siveotcst 
of 3 oys to moot and renew ni) friendship with snch a 
man, after haring weathered so many storms of fate 
At Stockholm I wanted for no recommendation, 
the Queen, sister to tho great Frederic, hod known mo 
at Bcrlm when I hod tho honour, as an officer of the 
body guard, of accompanying her to Stettin I related 
my whole history to her withont reserve She, from 
political motives, advised mo not to make any stay at 
Stockholm, and to me continued till death, an over- 
gracions lady I proceeded to Copenhagen, whore I 
had business to transact for M Chaise, tho Danish 
envoy at Moscow from whom also I had letters of 
recommendation Here I had the pleasure of meeting 
my old fnend. Lieutenant Bach, who had aided mo in 
my escape from my imprisonment at Glatz Ho was 
poor and in debt, and I procured him protection, by re¬ 
lating tho noble manner in which be behaved I also 
presented him inth five hundred ducats, by the aid of 
which he pushed his fortune Ho wrote to mo in tho 
year 1770, a letter of sincere thanks, and died a colonel 
of hussars in tho Danish service in 1776 
I remained m Copenhagen but a fortnight, and then 
sailed in a Dutch ship, from Elsincnr to Amsterdam 
Scarce!) had wo put to sea, before a storm arose, by 
which wo lost a mast and bowsprit, had our sails shat¬ 
tered, and were obliged to cast anchor among tho rocks 
of Gottonburg, where our deliverance was singularly 
fortunate 
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Here Tre lay rune days befoic ■we could make tie 
open sea, and iere I found a very pleasant amusement, 
by going daily in the ship's boat from rock to rock, 
attended by two of my servants, to shoot wild ducks, 
and catch shell-dsh, whence I every evening returned 
with provisions, and sheep’s milk, bought of the poor 
inhabitants, for the ship’s crew 
There was a dearth among these poor people Our 
vessel was laden with com, some of this I purchased, 
to the amount of some hundreds of Hntidi fionns, and' 
distnbnted wherever I went I also gave one of their 
ministers a hundred flonns for his poor congregation, 
who was himself in want of bread, and whose annual 
stipend amounted to one hundred and fifty fionns 
Here in the sweet pleasure of doing good, I left be¬ 
hind me much of that mon^ I had so easily acquired 
m Bussia, aud perhaps had we stayed much longer 
should myself have left the place in poverty A thou¬ 
sand blessings followed me, and tibe storm-dnvon Trcnck 
was long remembered and talked of at Gottenburg 
In this worthy employment, however, I bad nearly 
lost my life Betnming from carrying com, the wind 
rose, and drove the boat to sea I not nndcrstanding 
the management of the helm, and the servants awk¬ 
wardly handbng the sails, the boat in tacking was 
overset The benefit of learning to swim, I again es- 
penonced, and my faithful servant, who bad gained the 
rock, aided mo when almost spent The good people 
who liad seen the shallop overset, came oif in their 
boats to my assistance An honest Calmnc, whom I had 
brought from Bnssia, aud another of my servants per- 
l6h«d, I saw the first sink after I had reached the shore 
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TJiP kinil Swedes lironglii mo on Wird, nnd also 
ripldotl and n turned with tho Bliillop For sonio daj « 
I was floa btek Wo a eipliwl anchor, and sailed for tlic 
Tcxol, tho mouth of which wo saa.aml tlio pilots 
comtnp off, when anolhor storm arose and droso us to 
the port of Balms, lu Norway, into which ao ran, with* 
out farther dnmngci In some few dajs ao again sot 
sail, anlh a fair wind, and at length renehed Amsterdam 

Here I made no long slsj , for tho dij after my ar* 
nial. an oxtraordinnrv ndvontun' Impiieueil, in which 
I was engaged ehiefl) bj mj oaii rn.slmcss 

I was a spectator whilo tho haqiooncrs belonging to 
the whale fisherj aero oaoroismg Ihemsohrs in darting 
their lmr]H>ons, most of whom were drunk Ono of 
them, Herman Roganr by name, a hero among theso 
jicople, for bis doxtcnlj with his snicknsnoe, came up, 
and passisl somo of Ins coarse jests ui>on my Turkish 
aabre, and offered to fillip me on tho noso I pushed 
him from ino, and tho fellow threw doan his cap, drew 
hissnicLasnee.ch illengi d me,callcd me monkoj -tail,and 
aakcil avhctln r I chose a st might, a eircul ir, or a cross cut 

Tints hero was I, m this exeellent compaiij, inth no 
chon 0 but that of either fighting or ninning aa aj 
TIio robust, IJereiile m felloa grea more insolent, and 
I, turning round to the bjet mders, asked them to lend 
mo a sniekasnee “ No, no, ” said tho challenger, “ dniar 
your great knifo from j our side, and, long ns it is, I 
a ill lay 3 on a dnreu ducats 5 on get a gash in tho chock *’ 
I drew, ho confidentI 3 adinnccd with his bniclmsnee, 
and, at tho first stroke of m) sabre, tliat, and Iho liand 
that hold it, both dropped to tho ground, and tho blood 
spouted in m 3 lico 
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I now expected the people wonld, indubitably, tear 
me to pieces, but mv fear was changed into astonish¬ 
ment at hearing a universal shout np])landing the i an- 
qiusher of the redoubted Herman Bogaar who, so 
lately feared for his strength and dexterity, became the 
object of tlieir ridicule A Jew spectatoi conducted 
me out of the crowd, and the people clamorously fol¬ 
lowed me to my mn This kind of duel by which I 
gained honour, would anywhere else have brought me 
to the highest disgrace A man who know the use of 
the sabre, in asmgleday, might certainly have disabled 
a htmdrcd Herman Bogaars This story may instruct 
and warn others He that is quarrelsome shall never 
want an enemy My tementy often engaged me in 
disputes wluch, by timclv compliance and calmness, 
might easily have been aaoided, but my enl genius al¬ 
ways impelled me mto the jiaths of perplexity, and 
I seldom saw danger till it was mevitable 

I left Am sterdam for the Hague, where I had been 
recommended to Lord Holdcnicss, the English ambas- 
sidor, by Lord Hyndford, to Baron Beisbach, by 
Bernes, to the Grand Pensionarj' Pagel, by Schwart, 
and from tho chancellor I had a lettei to the Prmce of 
Oiungc himself I could not, therefore, but be every- 
uhero received with all possible distinction TVitli 
tliese recommendations, and the knowledge I possessed, 
had I had the good fortune tohaac aioided Tionna, 
and gone to India, where my talents avould have in¬ 
sured me wealth, how many tears of affliction had I 
been spared' My ill fortune however, had brought me 
letters from Count Bernes assuiing me that heaven 
was at TionJia, and mcluding a citation from tho high 
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court, reqiunng mo to give in my claim of inLcntance 
Bernes further informed me the Austrian court had 
assured him I should meet with all justice and protcc* 
tion, and advised me to hasten my journey as the 
executorship of the estates of Trenck was condnetedhut 
little to my advantage 

This advice I took, proceeded to Vienna, and from 
that moment all my happmess had an end. I he- 
cime bewildered in hwsmts and the arts of wicked 
men, and all possible calamities assaulted me at 
once, the recital of which would itself afford subject 
matter for a history They began by the following 
incidents — 

One M Schenck sought my acquaintance at the 
Hague I met with him at my hotel, where he m- 
treated I would take him to Nuremberg, whence he 
was to proceed to Saxony I compbed, and bore his 
expenses, but at Hanaii, wakmg in the morning, 1 
found my watch, set with diamonds, a nng worth two 
thousand roubles, a diamond snuff-box, with my 
mistress’s picture, and my purse, contaming about 
eighty ducats stolen from my bcd-side, and ,Scheiick 
become innsible Little affected by the loss of 
money, at any tune, I yet was grieved for my snuff¬ 
box. The rascal, however, had escaped and it was 
fortunate that the remamder of my ready money, 
with my bills of exchange, were safely locked up 

I now pursued my journey inthont company, and 
arrived m Vienna I cannot exactly recollect m 
what month, but I had been absent about two years, 
and the reader will allow that it was barely possible 
for any man, in so short a time, to hate experienced 
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more ranons changes of fate, thongh many smaller 
incidents have been suppressed The places, TThere 
my pledged fidebiy required discretion mil he easily 
supposed, as likemse mil the concealment of court 
mtngucs, and artifices, the pnbLcation of nrhich 
might even yet subject mo to more persecutions All 
mriteis are not permitted to speak truth of monarchs 
and ministers I am the father of eight children, and 
parental love and duty vanquish the inclination of the 
author, and this duty, this affection, have made me 
particularly cautions m relatmg -what happened to me 
at Vienna, that I might, thereby, servo them more 
effectually than by indolging the pnde of flio imter, 
or the vengeance of the man 


CHAPTER Xm 

Since accounts so vanons, contradictory, and dis¬ 
honourable to the name of Trendr, have been circu¬ 
lated m Vienna, concerning facts which happened 
thirty-seven years ago,Imll here give a short abstract 
of them, and such as may be verified by tiio records of 
the court I pledge my honour to the truth of the 
statement, and were I so allowed, would prove it, to the 
convictiou of any unprejudiced court of justice but 
this 1 cannot hope, as pnnccs are much more disposed 
to bestow nnmented favours than to make retribution 
to those whom they have unjustly punished 
Prancis Baron Trenck died in the Spielberg, Octo¬ 
ber 4th, 1749 It has been erroneously believed m 
Vienna that his estates were confiscated bythosonicnc4 
which condemned him to the Spielberg He had com- 



OP BAKOK TBBXCK. 


151 


mitted no offence against the state, was accused of 
none, much less convicted. The court sentence was 
that the administration of his estate should be com* 
mitted to Connsellor Kempf and Baron Po3aciewitz, 
who were selected hj himself, and the acconnts of his 
stewards and farmers were to be sent him yearly He 
continued, till liis death, to have the free and entire 
disposal of his property 

Although, before his death, he sent for his advo¬ 
cate, Doctor Berger, and by him petitioned the Em¬ 
press she would issue the necessary orders to the 
Grovemor of the Spielberg, to permit the entrance of 
witnesses, and all things necessary to make a legal 
will, it by no means follows that ho petitioned her for 
permission to make this will The case is too clear to 
admit of doubt The royal commands were given, 
that he should en3oy all freedom of making his will 
Permission was also gi\cn tliat, during his sickness, he 
might be removed to the capuchin convent, which was 
cqnal to liberty, bat thjs he refused to accept 

Heitherwas his ability to mike a wiU questioned 
The advocate was only to request the Queen’s per¬ 
mission to supply some formalities, which had'becn 
neglected, when ho purchased the lordships of Yclika 
and Hustar, which petition was likewise granted 
The royal mandate still casts, which commissioned 
the persons therem named as trustees to the estate 
and effects of Trenck, and this mandate runs thus • 
“ Let the last will of Trenck be duly executed * let 
diqiatch bo used, and the heir protected m all hiB> 
rights” Confiscation, therefore, had never >been 
thought of, nor his power to make a will questioned. 
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I Tvill now sliow Ilow I have been dopiivod of ibis 
valnable inhentonce, wliilo I bavo been obliged to 
pay aboTO sixty thousand florins, to defray legacies be 
had left, and when this narrative is read, it will no 
longer be alBrined at Tienna, that by the favours of 
the court I inbeiited seventy-six thousand florins, oi 
the lordship of Zwerbach from Trenck I shall 
proceed to my proofs 

The father of Baion Trenck, who died in the year 
1743, governor of Leitschau, m Hnngaiy, named mo 
in his will the suceessor of his son, should ho die 
without heirs male 

This will was sent to ho proved, aceording to form, 
at Vienna, after having been authenticated m the 
moat legal manner in Hungary The court called 
Hofkiiegsrath, at Vienna, neglected to provide a 
curator for the security of the next hen, yet this 
could not annul my right of succession When 
Trenck succeeded his father, he entered no protest 
to this, his father’s will, therefore, dying without 
children, in the year 1749, my claim 'was indisputa¬ 
ble I was heir had ho made no will and oven in 
case of confiscation, my title to his father’s estates 
still Tomamed valid 

Trenck knew this but teo well he, as I have before 
related, was my worst enemy, and even attempted my 
life I will therofdro proceed to show the real intent 
of this his crafty testament 

Hotemiincd no longer to live in confinement, or 
to ask forgiveness, by which, it is Well known, ho 
might have obtained his freedom, ha-nng lost all 
hopes of reimbursing his losses, his aianco was re- 



. or UAROX THEKCK 


153 


tlncotl to tlp’sjniT Hi*« dr<!irc o£ fnmo w n<5 tinl)ontitlcd, 
nml tlu« could iio 1« pratificd but In huMiig 
cAuouizod for n (innii, uficr fi|>cnding bit, ]tfo 
111 couumttnig nil tbo nvngPH of a luindour Houco 
ongiuitcd tlip folloiring facts ■— 
lie knew 1 was tbo legal clnlinaut to bis fatber’'8 
c><t lie's His father bad Iwnglit with (be famil) raoiiej, 
remitted from Prussia, the lordsbips of Prestowaca 
and Plelemilr, in Selavonin, and be bimsclf, during 
bis father h life, and with Ins falbor's moiicj, bad 
jmrebased the lordibip of Pnkratz, for fori r thousand 
ilnniis this must tberoforc descend also to me, bo 
b"Timr no more power to will Ibis from me, than bo 
biid the remainder of his pitemal lubcritance Tbo 
iwopcrt) be himself bad gained was consigned to 
ndmunstrnlors, but a bnndrcd tlionsand iloruis had 
been cx]>end< d in biwsmts, and sixtj >tlu:co amts con- 
tuincd actually pending against him in court, tbo 
legneics he b( (jocaibed nmoniitcd to eighty thousand 
florins These, bo saw, could not be paid, sbonld I 
claim not lung more than the paternal iiibcntaiico, he, 
tbcreforc, to render me nnfortuiintc after bis death, 
eraftilj named me Ins tinncrsal heir, avithont mention* 
iiig bis father's w ill, bnt endeavoured, by bis mystcri- 
oils death, and the follon mg conditions, to enforce tbo 
execution of Ins own will 
Pirst,—was to become a Catholic 
Sccondl},—^1 was to sorvo only tbo bonso of Anstrm, 
and, 

Lastl},—^Ho made bis whole estate, Without ox- 
ccptiiig the paternal inheritance, a Fidn commtssiim 
Hence arose all my misfortunes, as indeed was bis 
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intention, for, but a short time before bis death, ho 
said to the GfoVernor, Baron Kottubnshy, “I shall 
no'tr die contented, since I hare been able to tnck my 
nousin, and render him wretched ” 

His death, believed in Yienna to bo miraculous, 
happened after the following manner, and bj this 
he had induced manj weak people, who really believed 
him a saint, to further his views 

Three day's before his death, while in perfect health, 
he desiied the governor of the Spielberg would send 
for his confessor, for tliat St Francis had revealed to 
him he should bo removed into bfo everlasting on his 
birth-day at twelve o’clock The capuchm was sent 
for, but the prediction laughed at 
The day, however, after the departure of his con¬ 
fessor, he said, “ Praise be to Glod, my end approaches, 
my confessor is dead, and has appeared to me” 
Strange as it may seem, it was actually fotmd to bo 
true that the priest was dead Ho now had all the 
officers of the garrison of Brunn assembled, tonsured 
his head like a capuchin, took the habit of the ordoi, 
publicly confessed himself in a sermon of an hour’s 
length, exhorted them all to holiness, acted the part 
of a most exomplaiy penitent, embraced all present, 
spoko with a smile of the insignificance of all cartldy 
possessions, took his leave, knelt down to prayers, 
slept oalndy, rose, prayed again, and about eleven m 
the forenoon, October 4th, taking his watch in his 
hand, said, "Thanks bo to my God, my last hoiu 
approaches”^ All laughed at such a farce fioiii a 
man of such a character, yet they remarked that the 
left side of hiS face grew pale He then leaned Ins 
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arm on tlio table, imayed, and remained motionless, 
mth lus eyes closed. Tbe clock struck tivclve— 
no signs of life or motion coidd bo discovered, they 
spoke to bim, and found be was really dead 
The word miracle was echoed throngh the whole 
country, and the transmigration of the Pandour 
Trenck, from earth to heaven, by St Francis, pro¬ 
claimed The clue to this labyiinth of miracles, 
known only to me, is truly as follows — 

He possessed the secret of what is colled the aqvM 
tofana, and had determined on death His Confessor 
had been entrusted with all his secrets, and with 
promissory note's, which he wished to invabdate I 
am perfectly certain that ho had returned a promis¬ 
sory note of a 'great prmco, given for two hundred 
thousand florins, which has never been brought to 
account The confessor, therefore, was to be provided 
for, that Trenck might not bo betrayed, and a 
dose of poison was given him before he set off for 
Vienna his death was the consequence He took 
Similar means with himself, and thus know the hour 
of his emt, flnding he could not become the first on 
earth, he wished to be > adored as a saint in heaven 
Ho knew he should work miracles when dead, because 
he ordered a chapel to bo built, willect a perpetual 
mass, and bequeathed the capuchins sixty thousand 
florins ‘ ' 

Tims died this most cxtraordiliary man, m the 
thirty-fourth year of his ago, to whom nature had 
denied none of her gifts, who had been'the scourge of 
Bavaria, the terror of France, and who had, with his 
supposed contemptible p^dours,' itilSfn''above six 
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thonsand Prussian prisoners He lived a tyrant and 
enemy of men, and died a sanctified impostor 

Sneh vras tlie state of affairs, as -mlled by Trenck, 
when I came to Yienna, m 1759, where I arrived 
with money and jewels to the amount of twenty 
Uionsand florins 

Instead of profiting by the wealth Trenck had 
aegnned, I expended a hundred and twenty thousand 
fiorms of my own money, inclndmg what devolved to 
me from my uncle, his father, in the prosecution of 
his suits Trenck had paid two hundred dneats to 
the tribunal of Ticnna in the year 1743, to procure 
its very reprehensible sdence concemmg a curator, 
to which I was sacrificed, as the new judges of this 
court refused to correct the error of their predecessors 
Such are the proceedings of courts of justice in 
Vienna • 

On my first audience, no one could be received 
more kmdly than I was, by the Empress Queen 
She spoke of my deceased cousm with much emotion 
and esteem iiromised me all grace and favour, and 
informed me of the particular recommendations die 
had received, on my behalf, from Count Bernes 
Findmg sixty-three cases hang over my head, in con¬ 
sequence of the inheritance of Trenck, to obtam jus¬ 
tice in any one of which in Vienna, would have em¬ 
ployed the whole life of an honest man, I determined 
to renounce this inheritance, and claim only under 
the wiU and as the heir of my unde 

"With this view I appbed for and obtamed a copy 
of that will, with which I personally appeared, and de¬ 
clared to the court that I renounced the inheritance of 
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Francis Trencli, nonld undertake none of Ins suits, nor 
be.rcsponsible for Ins legacies, and required only bis 
fatlier’s estates, according to tbo legal will, wbicb I 
produced, that is to say, tbo three lordships of Pak- 
ratz, Prestowacz, and Pleneritz, without chattels or 
personal effects Nothing could be more just or in- 
controi crliblo than this claim "W^hat was my as¬ 
tonishment, to bo told, in open 00111 *!, that Her Majesty 
had declared I must eithei wholly perform the articles 
of the will of Trcnck, or bo excluded tho ontire 
mheritance, and havo nothing further to hope What 
could be done? I ventured to remonstrate, but the 
will of the com*t was determined and absolute I must 
become a Homan Catholic 

In this extiomity I bribed a priest, who gave mo 
a signed attestation, “ That I had abjured tho acciu'sed 
heresy of Lutheranism” My rehgion, however, re- 
mamed what it had ever been General Bernes about 
this time returned from his embassy, and I related to 
him the lamentable state in which I found my affairs 
He spoke to the Empress in my behalf, and she pro¬ 
mised everytlung He advised mo to havo patience, 
to perform all that was required of mo, and to make 
myself responsible for the dependmg smts Some 
family concerns obliged him, as he informed me, to 
make a journey to Turin, but his return would bo 
speedy ho would then take the management of my 
affairs upon himself, and insure my good fortune in 
Austria Bernes loved mo as his son, and I had reason 
to hope, from his assuiance, I should be largely re¬ 
membered in his will, which was the more probable, 
as he had neither child nor relations He parted from 
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mo, like a father, "with tears in liis eyes, but he hod 
scarcely been absent bi\ weeks before the nows arrived 
of his death, which, if report may be credited, was 
effected by poison, adinmistered by a fnend Ever 
the sport of fortune, thus were my supporters snatched 
from mo at the lery moment they became most neces¬ 
sary » 

The same year was I, likewise, deprived by death of 
my fnend and protector. Field-marshal Eomgsock, 
Governor of Vienna, when ho had determined to m- 
t crest himself in my behalf I have been beloved by 
the greatest men Austria over produced, but unfor¬ 
tunately have been persecuted by the chicanery of 
pettifoggers, fools, fanatics, and priests, who have de¬ 
prived mo of the favour of my Bmpiess, guiltless os 
I was of crime or deceit, and left my old age in poverty 
My ills were increased by a new accident Soon 
after the departure of Bemes, the Fmssion mmister, 
taking mo aside, in the house of the Palatine envoy, 
M Becker, proposed my return to Berlin, assured mo 
the King had forgotten all that was past, was convinced 
of my innocence, that my good fortune would there 
be certain, and ho pledged his honour to recover 
the inhcntanco of Tronck I answered, the favour 
came too late, I had suffered injustice too flagrant, 
in my own country, and that I would trust no prince 
on earth whoso will might annihilate all the rights of 
^ men My good faith to the King had been too ill 
Tuptni, my taVtmts might gam ma hsaad. m any -pari; 
of the world, and I would not again subject myself 
to the danger of unmerited imprisonment 

His persuasions wore strong, but ineffectual " My 
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dear Trenck,” said lie, “ God is my judge that my in¬ 
tentions aro honest, I vriU pledge myself, tliat my 
sovereign ivill insure your fortune you do not knou 
Vienna, 3 on will lose all by tlio suits in which you 
aro lUTolvcd, and will bo porsocuiod because jou do 
not carry a rosary *’ 

How often ha^o I repented I did not then return 
to Berlin’ I should hare escaped ten years’ impri¬ 
sonment, should liave r('co\crcd the estates of Tronck 
should not havo wasted tho prime of lifo in the litiga¬ 
tion of suits, and tho writing of memorials, and 
should liaie certainly been ranked among tho first men 
in my native countiy Vienna nos no place for a man 
who could not fanui and flatter 3 ’ct hero was I des¬ 
tined to remain six-and-thirt 3 3 oars, unrewarded, mi- 
employed, and through 3 onth and ago, to continue on 
tho list of imalid majors 

Having rejected tho proposition of tho Prussian 
envoy, all my hopes in Vienna were ruined, for Fre¬ 
deric, by his residents and emissaries, know how to 
cifoct whatever ho pleased m foreign courts, and de¬ 
termined that the Tronck who would no longer servo 
or confide in him should at least find no opportunitj' 
of sen ing against him I soon became painted to tho 
Empress ns an arch heretic uho never would bo faith¬ 
ful to tho house of Austria, and only endeavoured to 
obtain the inheritance of Tronck that ho might devote 
himself to Fiaissia Tins I sliall hereafter prove, 
and display a scene that shall bo tho disgraco of many, 
by wliom tho Emiircss was induced to harbour unjust 
suspicious of an able and honest man I hero stand 
erect and confident before tho world, publish the 
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truth, and tate ererlasting shame to myself, if any 
man on earth can prove me guilty of one treacherous 
thought I owe no thants, but so far from havmg 
received favours, I have six and thirty years remamed 
unable to obtam justice, though 1 have all the while 
been desirous of shedding my blood in defence of the 
monarchy where I have thus been treated Till the 
year 1746, I was equally zealous and faithful to 
Prussia, yet my estates there, though confiscated, 
were liable to recovery in Hungary, on the contrary, 
the sentence of confiscation is iiTevocable This is a 
remarkable proof in favour of my honour, and my 
children’s claims 

Surely no reader will be offended at these digres¬ 
sions , my mind is agitated, my feelings roused, re- 
membermg that my age and grey hairs depnve me of 
the sweet hope of at length vanquishing opposition, 
either by patience, or foremg justice, by emmont 
services, or noble efforts 

This my history will never reach a monarch’s eye, 
consequently no monarch, by perceiving, will bo in¬ 
duced to protect truth It may, indeed, be criticised 
by literati, it will certainly be decried bv my perse¬ 
cutors, who, through life, have been my false accusers, 
and will probably, tliereforo, bo prohibited by the 
priests All Germany, however, will read, and pos- 
tenty perhaps may pily, should my book escape the 
imsfortuno of being classed among improbable ro¬ 
mances, to which it IS the more liable, because that 
the biographers of Predenc and Maria Theresa, for 
mamfest reasons, have never so much as mentioned the 
name of Trenck. 
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Once more to my s<ory I was now obliged to de¬ 
clare mjself heir, but alwnjs cum reservatione jun» 
nici, not as simply cHiming under the will of Francis 
Trenck I was obliged to take upon myself the 
management of the sixt} -three suits, and the expenses 
attending any one of these are well known in Vienna 
My situation may bo imagined, when I inform tho 
reader I onlj received from tho wholo estate of 
Trenck, 3,600 dorms in tlircc years, which were scarcely 
sufficient to defraj tho expenses of new year’s gifts to 
the solicilorb and masters in cliancery How did I 
labour in stating and transcnbmg proofs for tho 
court' Tho money I possessed soon vanished My 
Prussian relations supported me, and tho Countess 
Bestnehef sent mo tho four thousand roubles I had 
refused at Petersburg I had also remittances from 
my faithful mistress in Prussia, and, in addition, was 
obliged to borrow money at the usurious rate of sixty 
iwr cent Bewildered as I was among laiTjors and 
knaves, my ambition still prompted me to proceed, and 
all thmgs are possible to labour and perseverance, but 
my property u as expended and, at length, I could oidy 
obtain that the contested estates should bo made a 
Fadci comtmsmm, or put under trust, wherebj, though 
they were protected from being the further prej of 
others, I did not inherit them as mine In this pur¬ 
suit was mj prime of life wasted, which might have 
been profitably and honourably sjient 
In three years, however, I brought my siity-threo 
suits to a kind of conclusion, tho probabilities were 
this could not have been effected in fifty Exclusive 
of my assiduity, tho means I took must not bo told, 
F—13 
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it is sufficient diat I here ieamt TrliaT judges Trere, and 
thus am cnahled to descnbe them to others. 

For a fevr ducats the president's servant used to 
admit me mto a olcs’f where I could see OTerrihmg 
as perfectly as if 1 had mysdf been one of the connciL 
This often was useful and taught me to prevent evil; 
and often was I scarcely able to refram bursting in 
upon this court 

Their appointed hour of meeting was nine in the 
morning but they seldom assembled before eleven. 
The president then told his beads, and mattered his 
prayer^ Some one got np and harangued, while the 
remainder in pairs, amused themselves with talking 
instead of listening, after which the news of the day 
became the common topic of conversation, and the 
council broke up, the court being first adjonmed some 
three weeks without commg to any determination 
This was calledjntjicfum delegatum in ca'tsis TrerJt- 
ansis, and when at last they came to a conclnsion. 
the sentence was such as I shall ever shudder at and 
abhor. 

The real estates of Trenck consi«tod in the great 
Sclavoniaa manors, called the lordships of Pakratr 
Prestowata, and PIctemitz. which ho had inherited 
from his father, and were the family property together 
with Tclika and Xnstak. which he himself had pur¬ 
chased the annual income of these was 60 000 florins, 
•»rd they contained more than two hundred vilbsTes 
-rd hamlets The laws of Hungary require— 

1st That those who purchase csTate« si all obtain 
tbe coiiscjjs ts refirs \royal cousmtl 

2ud. TL’t the sidier shall possess and make over the 
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right of propprtv, togcilior ivitli that of transferring or 
alienating, and 

3dlj That the pnrcha«cr shall bo a native bom, or 
have Iiought his natnrahsaiion 

In default of all, or any of these, the Fiscns, on the 
death of the purchaser, takes possession, repaj mg the 
eumma cmjytitia, or purchase-money together with 
what can be shown to have been laid out in improve¬ 
ments, or the summa rnscrtptttm, the sum at wluch it 
stands rated m the fiscal register 

"Withont form or notice, the Hungarian Fiscal 
President, Coimt Grassalkowitz, took possession of all 
the Trcnck estates on his decease, in the name of the 
Fiscns The prize was great, not so mnoh because of 
the estates themselves, as of the personal property 
upon them Tronck had sent loads of merchandise to 
bis cstsies, of linen, ingots of gold and silver from 
Havana, Alsatia, and Silesia Ho had a vast store¬ 
house of arms, and of saddles, also the great silver 
service of the Emperor Cliarlcs Vll, nhich ho had 
brought from hlnnicli, with the service of plate of the 
King of Prussia, and tlio personal property on, these 
estates was affirmed considerably to exceed m value 
the estates themselves 

I was not long since informed by one of the first 
generals, whoso honour is undoubted, that several 
waggons were laden with these rich effects and sent 
to Mihalofzc His testimony nas indubitable, ho 
knew the two pandonrs, who were the confidants of 
Trcnck, and the keepers of Ins treasures, and these, 
during the general plunder, each seized a big of 
pearls, and fled to Turkey, where thoj’ became worthy 
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merchanfs His ncli stud of liorses ivoro taken, and 
the very coivs driven off the farms His stand of 
arms consisted of more than three thousand rare 
pieces Trenck had affirmed he had sent Imen to the 
amount of fifty thousand florins, in chests from Dunn- 
hausen and Gersdorf, in the county of Grlatz, to his 
estates The pillage rras general, and nrhen orders 
came to send all the property of Trenck and deliver 
it to his umversal heir, nothing remained that any 
person would accept I have myself seen, m a certain 
Hungarian nobleman’s house, some valuable arms, 
which I knew I had been robbed of < and I bought at 
Esseck some silver plates on which were the arms of 
Prussia, that had been sold by Counsellor D—^n, who 
had been empowered to take possession of these 
estates, and had thus rendered himself rich Of this 
I procured an attestation, and proved the theft I 
complamcd aloud at Yienna, but received an order 
from the court to be silent, under pain of displeasure, 
and also to go no more into Sclavonia The principal 
reason of my loss of the landed property in Hungary 
was my having dared to make inqmnes concerning the 
personal, not one guinea of which was over brought to 
account I then proved my right to the family estates, 
loft by my imclc, beyond all dispute, and also of those 
purchased by my cousm The commissions appomted 
to inquire into these rights even confirmed them, yet 
after they had been thus established, I received the 
foUowmg order from the court, in the hand of the 
Empress herself —“The president. Count Grrassal- 
kowitz, takes it upon his conscience that the Sclavo* 
man estates do not descend to Trenck, %n naiura, ho 
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must therefore rceoivo the tntmmn cmptiUa et ntseiip- 
(liia, together with the money ho can show to have 
been expended in improvements ” 


CHAPTER XJT 

Avd herewith ended my pleadings and my hopes 
I had sacrificed my property, Inlionrcd through «?ivt\- 
three mfenor suits, and lost this great cause without .i 
trial I could have remained satisfied u ith the loss of 
tho personal properh the booty of a soldier, like the 
wealth amassed by a minister, appears to mo litth* 
better than a jinblic robbery, but the acquirements 
of inj ancestors, my birth-riglit bj descent, of these I 
could not bo deprived withont cvcessivo cruelty Oh 
patience ! patience'—^Tot shall my children never 
become the footmen, nor grooms, of those who have 
robbed them of their inheritance and to them I be¬ 
queathed my rights in all their power nor slrll any 
man prevent my crying aloud, so long as justice 
shall not be done 

The president, it is true, did not immediately possess 
himself of tho estates, but he took good care his friends 
shonld have them at such rates that the sale of them did 
not bring tho fiscal treasuiy 150,01)0 florins, while I, in 
real andpcrsonal property, lost a million and a half, nay 
probably a sum equal to this in personal jiroperty alone 

Tlio suvitna inscriptitia et emptiUa for all these 
great estates ouh amoniitcd to 140,000 florins, and 
this was to bo p iid by the chamber, but the president 
thought proper to deduct 10 000 on jiretence tho cattle 
had lieen driven off the estitc of Pakrat?, and, further, 
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36,000 more, under the shameful pretence that Trenck, 
to recruit his paiidours, had drained the estates of 
3,600 vassals, ■vrlio had never returned, the estates, there¬ 
fore, must make them good at the rate of thirty flonns 
per head, ivhich would have amounted to 108,000 
florms, hut, with much difficulty, this sum was 
reduced, as above stated, to 36,000 florins, each vasM 
reckoned at ten florins pei head Thus was 1 obliged, 
from the property of my family, to pay for 3,600 men 
who liad gloriously died in war, in defence of the 
contested rights of the great Mana Theresa, who had 
raised so many millions of contributions for her in the 
countries of her enemies, who, sword in hand, had 
stormed and taken so many towns, and dispersed, or 
taken prisoneis, so many thousands of her foes 
Would this be believed by listening nations P i 

All deductions made for legacies, fees, and forma¬ 
lities, there remained to mo 63,000 florins, witli which 
I purchased the lordship of Zwerbach, atid I was 
obbged to pay 6,000 florins for my naturalisation 
Thus, when the sums aic cnumeiatcd which I expended 
on the suits of Trenck, received from my friends at 
Berlm and Petersburg, it will be found that I cannot, 
at least, have been a gainer by having been made the 
umversal heir of the immensely rich Trenck With 
regret I vrrite these truths in. support of my children’s 
claims, that thej may not, in my grave, reproach me 
for having neglected the duty of a father 

I will here add a few parfaculars which may afford 
the reader matter for meditation, cause'him to com¬ 
miserate my fate, and give a picture of the manner in 
which the prosecution was carried on against Trenck 
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One Soliygrai, a sail} kind of beggarly baion, ivbo 
was treated as a bntfoon, was im ited in the year 1743 
to dine with Baron Pejaczewitz, when Trenck happened 
to be presents The ronrersation happened to turn on 
a kind of braiidy made in this country, and Trcnck 
jocnlarly said he annually distilled this sort of brandy 
from cow-dung to the value of thirt} thousand florins 
Schygrai supposed him serious, and wished to learn 
the art, which Trenck promised to teach him Pejac- 
zewitz told him he could give him thirty thousand load 
of dung 

“ But where shall I get the wood ? ” said Schygrai 
“ I will give you thirty thousand klaftcrs,” answered 
Trenck The credulous baron, thinking himself very 
fortunate, desired written promises, which they gave 
him, and that of Trenck lan thus 
“ I hereby permit and empower Baron Schygrai to soU 
gratis, in the forest of Tsoherra Horra, thirty thousand 
klafters of wood. “ Witness my hand, 

" Teenck ” 

Trenck was no sooner dead than the Baion brought 
his note, and made application to the court His 
attorney was the noted Bussy, and the court decreed 
the estates of Trenck should pay at the rate of one 
flonn thirty kreutzers per klafter, or forty-five thou¬ 
sand fionus, with all costs and an order was given to 
the administrators to pay the money 
Just at this time I ainved at Tienna, from Peters¬ 
burg Doctor Berger, the advocate of Trenck, told me 
the affair would admit of no delay I hastened to the 
Empress, and obtained an older to delay payment 
An inqmry was instituted, and this forest of Tscherra 
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Horra was found to bo situated in Turkey The ah- 
suidily and injustice were ilagfiant, and it was roToked 
I cannot say how much of these foriy-five thousand 
florins the Baron had promised to the noble judge 
and the attorney I only know that neither of them 
was punished Had not some holidays luckily inter¬ 
vened, or had the attorney expected my amval, the 
money would have been paid, and an inefiectual 
attempt to obtain retribution would have been the 
consequence, as happened in many similai instances 
I have bofoio mentioned the adveitisement inntmg 
all who had any demands or complaints against Trenck 
to appear, with the promise of a ducat a day, and it is 
hero propel to add that the sum of fifteen thousand 
florins was brought to aceoimt, and paid out of the 
estates of Trenck For this shameful purpose some 
thousand of florins were paid besides to this species of 
claimants, and though, aftei .examination, their pro- 
tensions all proved to be futile, and themselves were 
cast in doniigcs, yet was none of this money eier 
lefnndcd, or tho false claimants punished Among 
those tho protended daughter of General Schwenn 
icceived two tlionsand florins, notonous as was her 
ohaiactei Agam, Trenck was accused of having 
appiopriatcd tlio money to his own use, and treated as 
if com ictcd After Ins death a considerable demand 
was accoidingly made I happening, however, to 
meet with Buckhardt, his quarter-master, ho with 
asscieiations declared that, instead of being indebted 
to tlie regiment, tJio regiment was more than a hundred 
tlioiisaud florins indebted to him, adiiscd mo to got 
attestations from the captains, and assured me ho 
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liiHisclf TvoTild giAO in n clear stniemont of ilic rogi> 
mcni’s account's 

I followed Ins adnee, linstened to tlio regiment, and 
obtained so inanj proofs, tliat tlio quarter-master of the 
regiment, who, mtb the ran 3 or, had in realitj- pocketed 
the money, was impnsoncd and put in irons IVhat 
became of the thief or the false witness afterward I 
know not, I only know that nothing was refunded, 
that the quarter-master found protectors, detained the 
money, and some years after tins nlo action, jiur- 
chased a commission One instance more 

Trenck, to the corps of infantry ho commanded, 
added a corps of hussars, winch he raised and provided 
with liorscs and accontrements sold by auction My 
demand on this account was upwards of sixty thousand 
tlorins, to which I recoil cd neither mono^ noi reply 
Ho had also expended a Imndrcd thousand florins for 
the raising and equipping his three thousand pan- 
dours, in consequence of which a signed agrocincnt 
had hcon gii on bj the Government that these hundred 
thousand florins should bo repaid to lus heir, or ho, tlio 
heir, should receive tlio command of tho rogimoiit 
The rogunent, however, at his dccenso, u as given to 
General iSimschcn, and as foi tho agreement, care was 
taken it should iieior come into my hands Thus 
those hundred thousand flonns were lost 

Tot it has been wickedly affirmed ho was impnsoncd 
in tho Spielberg for hnviiig cmbcs'/lod the regiment’s 
money, whereas, I would to God I onlj' was in pos¬ 
session of tho sums ho oxiieiidcd on this regiment, for 
lie considered tho regiment as Ins own, and groat as 
was his a\ai ICO, still greater ii as his desire of fame. 
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and greater Still lus love for liis Empiess, for whom 
he would gladly have yielded both property and life 
"With respect to the money that was to have been 
repaid for improvement of the estates, I must add, 
these estates wore bought at a time when the country 
had been left desolate by the Turks, and the remstal- 
ment snch places as had fallen into their hands, and 
ae erecting of farmhouses, mills, stocking them mth 
horses, cattle, and seed com, according to my pool 
^imate, could not amount to less than eighty thousand 
flonns, but I was forbidden to go into Sclavonia, and 
the president ofEored, as an mdemnification, four thou- 
mnd flonns Everybody was astonished, bnt he, with 
the utmost coolness, told me I must either accept this 
or nothing The hearers of this sentence cast their 
eyes up to heaven and pitied me I remonstrated, and 
thereby only made the matter worse. Gnef and 
Mmety occasioned mo to talce a joumej into Italy, 
pa^mg through Yenice, Home, and Florence 
On my return to Vienna, I, by a fnoncUy interfer- 
once in behalf of a woman whose fears rather than 
guilt had brought her into danger, became suspected 
myself, and the very officious officers of the police had 
mo imprisoned as a coiner without the least grounds 
for any such accusation except their own surmises I 
was detained unheard nine days, and when, having 
been heard, I had entirely justified myself, was agam 

TaTn declnratwn was then made 

m the Gazette that the officers of the police had acted 
100 precipitately 

This V as the satisfaction giantcd. but this did not 
content mo I threatened the counsellor by whom my 
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ciaracter had been so aspersed, and the Empress, con- 
descendmg to mediate, bestowed on mo a captainship 
of cavalry m the Cordova cuirassiers 
Such wastherecompense I received for wounds so deep, 
and such the neglect into which I was tlirown at Yienna 
Discontent led me to jom my regiment in Hungary 
Here I gained the applause of my colonel. Count 
Bottom, who himself told the Empress I, more than 
any other, had contributed to the forming of the regi¬ 
ment It may well be imagined how a man lihc me, 
accustomed, as I liad been, to the first company of the 
first courts, must pass my time among the Carpathian 
mountains, where neither society nor good books wore 
to be found, noi knowledge, of which I was enamoured, 
improved The conversation of Count Bettom, and 
the chase, together with the love of the general of the 
regiment, old Field-marshal Cordova, were my only re¬ 
sources , the poisccntions, neglect, and oven contempt, 
I received at Tieima, were still the same 
In the year 1754, in the month of March, my mother 
died in Prussia, and I requested the permission of the 
court that held the inhcntanco of Trenck, as a fidn 
commissum, to make a journey to Dantzic to settle 
some family affairs with my brothers and sister, my 
estates being confiscated This permission was granted, 
and thither I went m May, where I once more fell 
into the hands of the Prussians, which forms the second 
great and stiU more gloomy cpocha m my life All 
who read what follows will shudder, will commiserate 
him who, feeling himself innocent, relates afflictions ho 
has miserably encountered and gloriously overcome 
I left Hungary, where I was in gamson, for Dantzic, 



172 


THE LIFE AHD ADVEHTTOES 


-nhcTO I had desired my brothers and sister to meet 
me that to might settle otu- alEairs Mj prmoipal m- 
teiit, hon ever, iras a journey to Potei-sbnrg, there to 
seek the advice and aid of my friends, for law and 
persoontion were not jet ended at Vienna, and my 
captain’s pay and small income scjrrcely sufSced to 
defray charges of attorneys and counsellors 

It IS hoie most worthy of remark that I was told by 
Prince Fcidmand of Biunswick, governor of Magde- 
bnig, ho had received oiders to prepare my prison at 
Magdeburg before I set out from Hungary ■ 

Nay, more, it had been wiitten fiom Vienna to 
Berlin that the King must beware of Trenck, for that 
ho would bo at Hantzic at the time when the King 
was to visit Ins camp m Piussia 

What thing more vile, what contnvance more 
abominable, could the wickedest wretch on earth find 
to banish a man his country, that ho might securely 
enjoy the property of which the other had been 
robbed P That this was done I have living witnesses 
in his highness Prmce Ferdinand of Brunswick and 
the Berlin mimstry, from whoso mouths I learned this 
ai tifico of viUainy It is the more necessary to establish 
this truth, because no one can compiehend why the 
(?) eat JPi edei ic should have piocccded against mo in a 
manner so crael that, when it comes to bo related^ must > 
raise the indignation of the just, and move hearts of 
non to commiserate 

Mon so vile, so wicked, ns I have described them, in 
conjunction with one Woingarton, secretary to Count 
Pnobln, tlion Austrian mimstei at Berlin, have brought 
on me these my misfortunes 
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Tins was the Weingarten who, as is now well known, 
betrayed all the secrets of the Austrian court to 
Frederic, who at length was discovered in the year 
1756, and who, when the war broke out, remained in 
the service of Prussia This same Weingarten, also, 
not only caused my wretchedness, but my sister’s rum 
and death, as he likewise did the punishment and death 
of three innocent men, which will hereafter be shown 

It IS an incontrovertible truth that I was betrayed 
and sold by men m Yienna whose interest it was that 
I should be eternally silenced. 

I was immediately visited by my brothers and sister 
on my arrival at Dantzic, where we hved happy m 
each other’s company during a fortnight, and an 
amicable partition was made of my mother’s effects, 
my sister perfectly justified herself concerning the 
maimer m which I was obhged to fly from her house 
m the year 1746 our partmg was kind, and as brother 
and sister ought to part 

Our only acquaintance in Dantzic was the Austrian 
resident, M Abranuion, to whom I brought letters of 
recommendation from Tieima, and whose reception of 
us was polite even to extravagance 

This Abramson was a Prussian bom, and had never 
seen Yienna, but obtained his then office by the re¬ 
commendation of Count Bestuchef, without security 
for his good conduct, or proof of his good morals, 
heart, or head He was m close connechou with the 
Prussian resident, Heimer , and was made the instru¬ 
ment of my rum 

Scarcely had my brothers and sister departed before 
1 determined to make a voyage by sea to Hussia 
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Abramson contrived a thousand artifices, by Trhich 
he detamed me a iveek longer in Dantzic, that, he in 
conjunction -with Beimcr, might make the necessary 
preparations 

The King of Prussia had demanded that the magis¬ 
trates of Dantzic should deliver me up, but this could 
not be done irithout offending the Imperial court, I 
bemg a commissioned officer m that service, with proper 
passports, it was therefore probable that this nego¬ 
tiation reqmred letters should pass and repass, and 
for this reason Abramson was employed to detain me 
some days longer, till, by the last letters from Berlin, 
the magistrates of Dantzie were induced to violate 
public safety and the laws of nations Abramson, 
I considered as my best fnend, and my person as m 
perfect security, he had therefore no difficulty in per- 
suadmg me to stay 

The day of suiiposed departure on board a Swedish 
ship for Riga approached, and the deceitful Abram¬ 
son promised me to send ono of his servants to the port 
to know the hour At four in the afternoon he told 
me he had himself spoken to the captam, who said he 
would not sad till the next day, adding that he, 
Abramson, would e'qiect mo to breakfast, and would 
then accompany me to the vessel I felt a secret in- 
qmetudo which made mo desirous of leaving Dantzic, 
and immcdiatdy to send all my luggage, and to sleep on 
board Abramson prevented me, draggmg me almost 
forcibly along with him. telling me he had much com¬ 
pany, and that I must absolutely dine and sup at his 
house, accordmg'y I did not return to my inn till 
eleven at night 
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I was but 3 ust m bed wbon I heard a tremendous 
knocking at my chamber door, which was not shut, 
and two of the city magistrates with twenty grenadiers 
entered my chamber, and surrounded my bed so sud¬ 
denly that I had not tune to take to my arms and 
defend myself My three servants had been secured 
and I was told that the most worthy magistracy of 
Dantzic was obliged to deliver me up as a debnqnont 
to his maoesty the King of Prussia 

What were my feelings at seeing myself thus be¬ 
trayed ' They silently conducted mo to the city prison, 
where I remained twentv-four Lours About noon 
Abramson came to visit me, affected to bo in£mtoly 
concerned and enraged, and affirmed he had strongly 
protested against the illegality of this proceeding to 
the magistracy, ns I was actually in the Anstnan 
semco, but that they hod ansu cred him the court of 
Vienna had afforded them a piecedent, for that, m 
1742, they had done the same by the two sons of the 
burgomaster Rutenberg, of Dantzic, and that, there¬ 
fore, they were justified in making reprisal, and 
likewise, they durst not refuse the most earnest 
request accompanied with threats, of the King of 
Prussia 

Their plea of retaliation originated as follows — 
There was a kind of club at Vienna, the members of 
which were seized for having committed the utmost 
extravagance and debauchery, two of whom wore the 
sons of the burgomaster Rutenberg, and who were 
sentenced to the piUoiy Great aum^ wore offoied by 
the father to avoid this public disgrace, but meffectnally 
—they were punished, their punishment was legal, and 
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had no similarity whatever to my case, nor could it any 
"^^7 justly give pietence of reprisal 
Abramson, who had in reality entered no protest 
^hatever, but rather excited the magistracy, and acted 
in concert with Eeimer. adnsed mo to put my writings 
and other valuable efEeets into his hands, otherwise they 
ivorfd be seized He knew I had received letters of 
exchange from my brothers and sister, about seven 
thousand florins, and these I gave him, but kept my 
ring, worth about four thousand, and some sixty gumeas, 
which I had m my purse He then embraced me, de¬ 
clared nothing should be neglected to effect my imme- 
^ate deliverance, that even he would raise the popu- 
lace ter tliat purpose, that I could not be given up to 

hp? magistracy 

lit L f an affair so serious, and he 

^t m^ shedding abundance of crocodile tears, like the 
most affectionate of fnends 

magistrates, with their posse, 

Pmssian officer and under officers, and mto their hands 

l’°&an. Reimer 

had f t^^n and all I 

had. not so much as sending me a coat or shirt from 

with fh a aoaali. 

tee eat”® accompanied 

pass tter® *? ^aa opened to let me 

far as T Dantzic dragoons escorted mo as 

far as Lauenbnrg, m Pomerania 

tn ^to of this miserable day, but 

o the best of my memory, it must have been in the 
beginmng of Juno Thirty Prussian hussars.tot 
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mandod by a lieutenant, rchcTcd tlio draf^oons at 
Lancnbnrg and tlnis was I escorted from garrison to 
garrison, till I arrived at Berlin 

Hence it was evidently falsely affirmed, by the 
magistracy of Dantric, and the conspirator Abramson 
who wrote in his own exenseto Tienna, that my seizure 
must be attributed n hollj to my own imprudence, and 
that I Lid exposed myself to this arrest by going with- 
ont the city gates, where I nas taken and earned off, 
nor was it less astonishing that the court of Yienna 
should not linve demanded satisfaction for the treachery 
of the Dantnekers ton ard an Anstnnn officer I have 
ineontrovcrtibly iiroied this treachen', after I had 
regained my liberty Abramson indeed they conldnot 
punish, for during my impnsonment lie liad qmttod 
the Austrian for the Bnissian service, wliero he 
gradually became so contemptible, that in the year 
1764, when I was released from my impnsonment, 
he was himself impnsoned in the lionso of correction, 
and Ins wife, latch so nch, was obliged to bog her 
bread Thus have 1 generally lived to see the fall of 
my lictrayer®, and thus haac I found that, without 
indulging personal rca enge, virhie and fortitndo must 
at length tniunph oacr the calumniator and the despot 
This truth will bo further proved hereafter, nor can 
I behold, unmoacd, the open shame in which my iier- 
sccutors li\e and how they tremble in my iiresonce, 
Ihcir wicked deeds now being known to the world 
Hay, monsrclis may yet punish their jrorlidy —Yet 
not so ’—ilay they rather die in possession of wealth 
they have tom from mo' I only wish the pity and re¬ 
spect of the nrhions and tho wise 
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Bnt, though Austna has ncrer resented the af&oni 
conunenced on tho person of an officer in its semce, 
still have I a claim on flic city of Dantzic, where I 
was thus treacherously delivered up, for tho effects I 
there was rohbed of, the amonnt of which is between 
eleven and twelve thousand florins. This is a case too 
clear to require argument, and the publication of this 
history will make it known to the world This claim 
also, among others, I leave to tho children of an unfor¬ 
tunate father , 

Enough of digression, let ns attend to the remark¬ 
able events which happened on the dismal journey to 
Berlin 1 was escorted from garrison to garrison, 
which were distant from each other two, three, or at 
most five miles, wherever I came, I found compassion 
and respect The detachment of hussars only attended 
me two days, it consisted of twelve men and an officer, 
who rode with me in the carnage 

The fourth day I armed at-, whore tho Buko of 

Wirtemberg, father of the present Grand Duchess of 
Hrussia, was commander, and where his regiment waS 
m quarters Tho Duke conversed with me, was much 
moved, imutcd me to dine, and detained me all the day, 
where I was not treated ns a pnsoner 1 so far gamed 
his esteem that I was allowed to remam there the next 
day, the chief persons of tiioplace were assembled, and 
the Duchess, whom he had lately mamed, testified 
every mark of pity and consideration I dmed with 
him also on the third day, after which I departed man 
open carnage, without escort, attended oiily_by a lieu¬ 
tenant of his regiment 

I must relate this event circumstantially, for it not 
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only proves the just and noble character of the Duke, 
but likewise that there aie moments m which the brave 
may appeal cowards, the clear-sighted blind, and the 
wise foobsh, nay, one might almost be led to conclndo, 
from this, that my imprisonment at Magdeburg, was 
the consequence of predestination, since I remained 
riveted m stupor, in despite of suggestions, forebo- 
dmgs, and favourable opportunities Who but must be 
astonished, havmg read the daring ciforts I made at 
Grlatz, at this strange insensibility now in the very 
crisis of my fate ? I afterwards was convinced it was 
the intention of the noble-minded Dnke that I should 
escape, and that he must have given particular orders 
to the successive officers He would probably have 
wiUmgly subjected himself to the reprimands of 
Prcdeno if I would have taken to flight The journey 
through the places where his regiment was stationed 
continued five days, and I everywhere passed the 
evenmgsm the company of the officers, the kmdncss of 
whom was unbounded I slept in their quarters without 
sentinel, and travelled in their carriages, without other 
guard than a single officer in the carriage In various 
places the high road was not more than two, and some¬ 
times one mile from the frontier road, therefore nothing 
could have been easier than to have escaped, yet did 
the same Trenck, who in Glatz hadcnthis way through 
thirty men to obtain his freedom, that Trenck, who had 
never been acquainted with fear, now remain four days 
bewildered, and unable to come to any determination 
In a small garrison town, I lodged in the house of a 
captain of cavalry, and continually was treated by him 
with every mark of friendship ^ter dinner ho rode' 
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at the head of his squadron to water the horse, un¬ 
saddled I remained alono m the house, entered the 
stable, saw three remaining horses, with saddles and 
bridles, in my chamber was my sword and a pair of 
pistols I had but to mount one of the horses and fly 
to the opposite gate I meditated on the project, and 
almost resolved to put it in execution, but presently be¬ 
came imdetermmed by some secret impulse The cap¬ 
tain returned some time after, and appeared surprised 
to find me still there The next day he accompamed 
me alono in his carnage, we came to a forest, he saw 
some champignons, stopped, asked me to abght, and 
help him to gather them, he strayed more than a hun¬ 
dred paces from me, and gave me entire liberty to fly, 
jet notwithstanding all this, I voluntanly returned, 
suffering myself to be led like a sheep to the slaughter 
I was treated so well, dunng my stay at this place, 
and escorted with so much negligence, that I fell mto 
a gross error Perceiving they conveyed me straight 
to Berlm, I imagined the Eiing wished to question mo 
concemmg the plan formed for the war, which was 
then on the point of bicaking out This plan I per¬ 
fectly knew, the secret correspondence of Bestnehef 
having all passed through my hands, which circum¬ 
stance was much better known at Berlin than at 
"Vienna Confirmed in this opinion, and far from 
imagining the fate that awaited me, I remained irreso¬ 
lute, insensible, and blind to danger Alas, how short 
was this hope' How quicklj' was it succeeded by des¬ 
pair ' when, after four days’ march, I quitted the district 
under the command of the Duke of "Wirtemberg, and 
was dobvered np,to the first garrison of infantry at 
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Coslin' The last of the "Wirtemberg officers, Trhen 
takmg leave of me, appeared to he greatly affected; 
and from this moment till I came to Berlin, I iras 
nnder a strong escort, and tJie given orders wore ngo- 
ronsly observed _ 


CHAPTER XV. . 

Abbived here, I was lodged over the grand guard- 
honse, with two sentmcls in my chamber, and one at 
the door The King was at Fotzdam, and here I re> 
mamed three days, on the third, some staff-officers 
made their appearance, seated themselves at a table, 
and put the following questions to me — 

First What was my bnsmess at Dantzic ? 

Secondly Whether I was acquainted with M Goltz, 
Prussian ambassador to Russia ? 

Thirdly Who was concerned with me in the con¬ 
spiracy at Dantzic P 

When I perceived their mtention, by these mterro- 
gations, I absolutely refused to reply, only saymg I 
had been imprisoned in the fortress of Glatz, without 
hearmg, oi trial by court-martial, that, avoilmg myself 
of the laws of nature, I had my own exertions pro¬ 
cured my liberty, and that I was now a captam of 
cavalry in the imperial service; that I demanded a 
legal tnal for my itot unknown offence, after which I 
engaged to answer all inteiTogatones, and prove my 
innocence, but that at present, bemg accused of new 
crimes, without a hearing concerning my former pun¬ 
ishment, the procedure was illegal I was told the}* 
had no orders concerning this, and 1 remained dumb to 
all further questions 
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They •nrote some two hours, God knows what; a car¬ 
nage came up, I was strictly searched, to find whether I 
had any weapons; thirteen or fourteen ducats, which I 
had concealed were taken from me, and I was conducted 
under a strong escort, through Spandau to Magdeburg 
The officer here debveredme to the captain of the guard 
at the cita-’el, the town major came, and brought me to 
tie dungeon e35)rossly prepared for me, a small pic¬ 
ture of the Countess of Bestuchef, set with diamonds, 
which I had kept concealed in my bosom, was now taken 
from me, the door was shut, and here was 1 left 
My dungeon was in a casemate, the fore part of 
which, six feet wide and ten feet long, was divided by 
a party wall In the inner wall were two doors, and a 
third at the entrance of the casemate itself The wm- 
dow in the soTcn-feet-thick wall was so situated that, 
though I had light, I could see neither heaven nor 
earth, I could only see the roof of the magazine, witli- 
m and without this window were iron bars, and in the 
space between an iron gratmg, so close and so situated, 
by the rising of the walls, that it was impossible I 
should sec anv person inthont the prison, or that any 
person should see me On the outside was a wooden 
palisade, six feet from the wall by which tlic sentinels 
were prevented from conveymg anything to me I had 
a mattress and a bedstead, but whicli was immovabh- 
ironed to the floor, so that it was impossible I should 
drag it, and stand up to the window, beside the door 
was a small iron stove and a night table, m like man¬ 
ner fixed to the floor I was not yet put in irons, and 
my allowance was a pound and a half per day of ammu¬ 
nition bread, and a jug of water 
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Fiom my youth I had always had a good appetite, 
and my bread was so mouldy I could scarcely at first 
pat the half of it Tins was the consequence of Major 
Hcidmg’s avarice, who cndcavouied to profit even by 
this, BO ^cat was the number of unfortunate prisoners, 
therefore, it is impossible I should describe to my 
readers the excess of tortures that, during eleven 
months, I felt from raienous hunger I could easily 
every day have devoured six pounds of bread, and 
every twentj-four hours after having received and 
swallowed my small portion, I continued as hungry 
as before I began, yet must wait another twenty- 
four hours for a new morsel How willmgly would 
, I have signed a bill of exchange for a thousand 
ducats, on my property at Vienna, only to have 
satiated my hunger on dry bread' For, so extreme 
was it, that 6<sar<ie.ly had I dsopt vato a sweet sleep, 
before I dreamed 1 was feasting at some table lux¬ 
uriously loaded, where, eating like a glutton, the 
whole company were astonished to see me, while my 
imagination was heated by the sensation of faimno 
Awakened by the pains of hunger, the dishes va¬ 
nished, and notlimg lemamcd but the reality of my 
distress, the cravings of nature were but inflamed, 
my tortures prevented sleep, and, lookmg into 
futurity, the cruelty bf my fate suffered, if possible, 
mcreasc, fiom imagining that the piolongation of 
pangs like these was insupportable God preserve 
every honest man from sufferings like mme' They 
■n ere not to bo endured by the villain most obdurate 
Many have fasted three days, jnany have suffered 
want for a week, or more, but certainly no one, be- 
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Side myself, ever endnred it m the same excess for 
eleven months Some have supposed that to eat little 
might become habitnal, bnt I have experienced the 
contrary My hunger increased every day, and of 
all the tnals of fortitude my rvhole life has afforded, 
this, of eleven months, rvas the most bitter 

Petitions remonstrances ivere of no avail, the 
answer was—* "We must give no more such is the 
Kmg’s command- ’ The Grovcmor General Borci. 
bom the enemy of man, replied when I entreated, at 
least, to have my fill of bread, “ Ton have feasted 
often enough out of the service of plate taken from 
the Eling, by Trenck. at the battle of Soran, yon must 
now eat ammunition bread in yonr dirty kennel Tour 
Empress makes no allowance for yonr maintenance 
and yon are nnwortby of the bread yon eat, or the 
trouble taken about yon. ’ Judge reader, what pangs 
snch insolence, added to snch sufferings must inflict 
Judge what were my thoughts, forescemg as I did 
an endless duration to this imprisonment and these 
torments 

My three doors were kept ever shut, and I was left 
to such meditations as such feelings and snch hopes 
might inspire Daily about noon once m twenty-four 
horns, my pittance of bread and water was brought 
The keys of all the doors were kept by the governor 
the inner door was not opened, hnt my bread and water 
were dehvered through an aperture The prison doors 
were opened only once a week, on a "Wednesday, when 
the governor and town'major, my hole having been 
first cleaned, paid their visit 

Havingrematned thus two months and observed this 
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mctliod was inTanable, I "began to csecnto a project I 
had formed, of the possibility of which I was convincod 

"Where the night-table and stove stood, tho floor was 
bnckcd, and this paving extended to tho wall that 
separated mv casemate from the adjoining one, in 
which was no prisoner My inndow was only gnarded. 
by a single sentinel, I therefore soon found, among 
those who successively relieved guard, two kind- 
hearted fellows, who described to me Uio situation of 
my prison, hence I perceived I might effect my escape, 
could I but penetrate into the adjoinmg casemate, the 
door of which was not shut Provided I had a fnend 
and a boat waitmg for mo at the Elbe, or could I swim 
across that river, the confines of Sai.ony_wero but a 
mile distant 

To describe my plan at length would lead to prohsitj, 
jet I must enumerate some of its circumstances, as it 
was remarkably intncate and of gigantic labour 

I worked through the iron, eighteen inches long, by 
which the night-table was fastened, and broke off the 
dmehmgs of tho nails, but preserved their heads, that 
I might put them again in their places, and all might 
appear secure to my weekly visitors This procured 
me fools to raise up the brick floor, under which I 
found earth My first attempt was to work a hole 
through tho wall, seven feet thick behmd, and concealed 
by the night-table The first layer was of bnck. I 
afterwards came to large hewn stones I endeavoured 
accurately to number and remember tho bracks, both of 
the flooring and tho wall, so that 1 might replace them 
and all might appear safe This having accompbshed, 
1 proceeded 
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The day preceding visiiation all rras carefnlly re¬ 
placed, and the interrening mortar as carefully pre¬ 
served , the whole had, probahly, been whitewashed a 
hundred times, and, that I might 611 np all remaining 
interstices, I pounded the white stuff this afforded 
wetted it, made a brush of my hair, then applied this 
plaster, washed it over, that the colour might be 
uniform, and afterwards stripped myself, and sat with 
my naked body against the place, by the heat of which 
it was dried 

THiilo labonrmg, I placed the stones and bricks 
upon my bedstead, and had they taken the precaution 
to come at any other tune m the week, the stated 
"Wednesday excepted, I had inevitably been discovered, 
but, as no such ill accident befell me, in six months my 
Herculean labours gave me a prospect of success 

lleans were to be found to remove the nibbish from 
my prison, all of which m a wall so thick, it was 
impossible to replace, mortar and stone could not be 
rcmoied I therefore took the earth, scattered it 
about my chamber, and ground it under my feet the 
whole day till I had redveed it to dust, this dust I 
strewed m the aperture of my window making use of 
the loosened night-table to stand upon I tied splmters 
from my bedstead together, with the ravelled yam of 
an old stocking, and to this I afSxed a tuft of my hair 
I worked a large hole under the middle grating which 
could not be seen when standing on the ground and 
through this I pushed my dust with the tool I had 
prepared in the enter window then waiting till the 
wind should happen to ri^e dnrmg the night I brushed 
it awav, it was blown off, and no appearance remamed 
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on fho outside By tins simple expedient I nd myself 
of at least tlirco Imndrcd irciglit of earth, and thns 
made room to continue my labours, yet, this bemg 
still insufficient, I had recourse to another artifice, 
irhich was to knead up the earth in the form of 
sausages, to resemble the human faeces these I dried, 
and when the prisoner came to clean my dtmgeon, hastily 
tossed them into the night-table, and thus disencum¬ 
bered myself of a pound or two more of earth each 
week I further made little balls, and, when the sentmel 
was walking, blew them, through a paper tube, out of 
the window Into the empty space I put my mortar 
and stones, and worked on successfully 
I cannot, however, describe my difficulties after 
having penetrated about two feet mto the hewn stone 
My tools were the irons I had dug out, which fastened 
my bedstead and night-table A compassionate soldier 
also gave mo an old iron ramrod and a soldier’s 
sheath knife, which did mo excellent service, more 
especially the latter, as I shall presently more fully 
show TVith these two I cut splinters from my bed¬ 
stead, which aided mo to pick the mortar from the 
interstices of the stont, yet the labour of penetrating 
through this soven-fcct wall was incredible, the build¬ 
ing was ancient, and the mortar occasionally qmte 
petrified, so that the whole stone was obliged to bo 
reduced to dust After conhnuing my work unremit¬ 
tingly for SIX months, I at length approached the 
accomplislimcnt of my hopes, as I knew bj coming to 
the facmg of bnck, which now was only between mo 
and the adjoining casemate 
Meantime I found opportumty to speak to some of 
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ilie sentmels, among wliom "was an old grenadier 
called Golfhardt, ■vrliom I here name becanse ho dis¬ 
played qualities of the greatest and most noble kmd 
Prom him I learned the precise situation of my prison, 
and CTcry circumstance that might best conduce to my 
escape 

Nothmg iras ivanting but money to buy a boat, and 
crossing the Elbe mth Gclfhardt, to take refuge in 
Saxony By Gelfhardt’s means I became acquamted 
mth a kmd-hcarted girl, a Jeiress, and a native of 
Dessau, Esther Hoymannin by name, and whose father 
had been ten years in prison This good, compas¬ 
sionate maiden, whom I had never seen, won over two 
other grenadiers, who gave her an opportunity of 
speaking to mo every time they stood sentinel B> 
tying my splinters together, I made a stick long enough 
to reach beyond the palisades that wore before my win¬ 
dow, and thus obtained paper, another knife, and a file 
I now wrote to my sister, the wife of the 'before- 
mentioned only son of General Waldow, described my 
awful situation, and entreated her to remit three 
hundred nx-doUars to the Jewess, hoping, by this 
means, I might escape from my prison I then wrote 
another affecting letter to Count Puebla, the Austnan 
ambassador at Berlin, in winch was enclosed a draft 
for a thousand florins on my effects at Yienna, desinng 
him to remit those to the Jewess, having promised hoi 
that sum as a reward for her fidelity She was to 
bring the three hundred nx-doUars my sister should 
send to mo, and take measures with the grenadiers 
to facilitate my flight, which nothing seemed able to 
prevent, I having the power either to break mto the 
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casoinntc or, nuled bj ibe grenadiers and tbo Jewess > 
to cut the locks from the doors and that v, ay escape 
from my dungeon Tbo letters wore open, I being 
obliged to roll them round tbo stick to convey them to 
Estber 

Tlie faitlifnl girl diligently proceeded to Berlin, 
wberc sbo arrived safe, and immediately spoke to 
Count Pnobla The Count gave her tbo kindest re¬ 
ception, received tbo letter, witb tbo letter of ex¬ 
change, and bade her go and speak to 'Woingarton, 
tbo secretary of tbo embassy, and act entirely ns bo 
should direct Sbo was received by ■Wcingartcn m 
tbo most friendly manner, who, by bis questions, 
drew from her tbo whole secret, and onr intended 
plan of flight, aided by the two grenadiers, and also 
that she bad a letter for ray sister, which sbo must 
enny to Ebimmor, near Custrm Ho asked to see 
tins letter, rend it, told her to proceed on her journey 
gave her two ducats to bear her expenses, ordered her 
to come to him on her return, said that during this 
intorral bo would endeavour to obtain boi the thousand 
flonns for my draft, and would then give her further 
mst ructions 

Esther cbcerfidly depailcd for Hammer, where my 
sister, then a widou, and no longer, ns m 1746, in 
dread of her busband, joj'ful to bear I was still living 
immcdintelj gave her three hundred rix-doUars, exhort¬ 
ing her to exort every possible means to obtain mj 
delivornncc Esther hastened back with the letter from 
my sister to Berlin, and told all that passed to Woin- 
garten, who read tbo letter, and inquired tbo names of 
the two grenadiers Ho told her tbo thousand florins 
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from Vienna were not yet come, but gave her twelve 
dncats, bade her hasten back to Magdeburg, to cany 
me all this good news, and then return to Berlin, 
where he would pay her the thousand florins Esther 
came to Magdeburg, went immediately to the citadel, 
and, most luckily, met the wife of one of the grenadiers, 
who told her tiiat her husband and his comrade hod 
been taken and put in irons the day before Esther 
had quickness of perception, and suspected we had been 
betrayed, she therefoie instantly agam began her 
travels, and happily came safe to Dessau 
Here I must intomipt my narrative, that I may 
explain this infernal enigma to my readers, an account 
of which I received after I had obtained my freedom, 
and still possess, in the handwriting of this Jewess 
Weingarten, as was afterwards discovered, was a 
traitor, and too much trusted by Count Puebla, ho 
being a spy in the pay of Prussia, and one who had 
revealed, in the court of Borbn, not only the secrets of 
the Imperial embassy, but also the whole plan of the 
projected war For this reason he afterwards, when 
war broke out, remained at Berlin in the Prussian 
service His reason for betraying me was that he 
might secure the thousand florins which I had drawn 
for on Vienna, for the receipt of the 24th of May, 
1755, attests that the sum was paid, by the admims- 
trators of my effects, to Count Puebla, and has since 
been brought to account, nor can I believe that 'W’ein- 
gnrtcn did not appropriate this sum to himself, since I 
cannot bo persuaded tlio ambassador would commit 
such an action, although the receipt is in his hand¬ 
writing, as may easily be demonstrated, it being now 
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in my possession Tjus did Wonigni ton, tlmt ho might 
detain a thonsand dorms with impunity, bring noir 
evils upon mo and upon my sister, which occasioned her 
promnturo dcatli, caused ono gronadior to run the gaunt* 
let three successive days, and another to bo hung 

Esther alone escaped, and since gave mo an eluci¬ 
dation of the •whole affair The report at Magdeburg 
■was, that a Jewess had obtained money from my sister 
and bribed two grenadiers, and that ono of these had 
trusted and been betrayed by his comrade Indeed, 
what other story could bo told at Magdeburg, or 
how could it bo kno'wn I had been betrayed to the 
Prussian ministry by the Imperial secietary? The 
truth, however, is as I have stated mj nccoiint-book 
exists, aud the Jewess is still alii o 

Her poor imprisoned father was punished with more 
than a hundred blows to make him declare whether his 
daughter had entrusted him with the plot, or if ho 
know whither she was lied, and miserably died in 
fetters Such was the mischief occasioned bj a 
rascal' And who might bo blamed but the imprudent 
Count Puebla ? 

In the ycai 1766, this said Jewess demanded of mo 
n thousand donns, and I wrote to Count Puebla, that, 
having his receipt for the sum, which iioi or hod been 
repaid, I begged it might bo leslored Ho received my 
.igcnt with rudeness, returned no answer, and seemed 
to trouble himself little concerning my loss Whether 
the heirs of the Count be, or bo not, indebted to mo 
these thousand florins and the interest, I leave the 
world to determine Thneo have I been betrayed at 
Yienna and sold to Bcilin, like Joseph to the 
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Egyptians My history proves the origin of my 
peisnasion that residents, envoys, and ambassadors 
must be men of tnomi worth and honesty, and not the 
vilest of rascals and miscreants But, alas ’ the effects 
and money they have robbed me of have never been 
restored, and for the miseries they have brought upon 
me, they could not be recompensed by the wealth of 
any or all the mouarchs on earth Estates they may, 
but truth they cannot confiscate, and of the viUamy of 
Abramson and 'W’eiugnrtcii I have documents and 
liroofs that no court of justice could disannul Stop, 
reader, if thou hast a heart, and in that heart com* 
passion for the nnforhmate' Stop and imagine what 
my sensations are while I remember and recouift a part 
only of the injustice that has been done mo, a part only of 
tJio tyranny I ha\ e cndmcd' By this last act of treachery 
of "Wcingarten was I held in chains, the most horrible, 
for nine succeeding years' By him was an innocent 
man brought to the gallows' By him, too, mv sister, 
my beloved, my unfortunate sister, was obliged to 
build a dungeon at her own expense' besides bemg 
luicrccd in a fine, the extent of which I never could 
learn Her goods were plundered, her estates made a 
desert, her children fell into extreme poverty, and she 
herself expired in her thirty-third year, the victim of 
cruelty, persecution, her brother’s misfortunes, and the 
treachery of the Imperial embassy' 
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